


1, Ltd., 
houses 
Bom, 
uses at 
ehurst, 
ttes at 


on, for 
lalf of 
ackett, 
ycastle- 
a. ~ 4, 


e, for 
Stock- 
pfolds, 


wr TC: 











THE BUILDER 


Incorporating 


SUBCONTRACTORS AND THE 
ROBERTSON COMMITTEE — 


EN the President of the RIBA, Mr. Robertson, 


H 
ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT W accepted in December last the invitation of the 


THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, 
LONDON, W.C.2. Telephones: Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 





VOL. CLXXXIV_¢ JUNE 26, 1953 No. 5758 





PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 


ARTICLES PAGE sete PAGE 
3! : : : 7g | ARCHITECTURAL P - 
RIDA: ee GRAPHY: Exhibition  .. 994 
CRICKET:  Vitruvians draw aati es ; 
with NFBTE .. on a ORT — K: Fees for the Single oes 
i 2 aes louse .. <3 Pe: ~« 006 
‘HOOL I : - . A ’ 
Se Recor ne hee _ 979 NFBTE: Scarborough Meeting 996 
“NEWS CHRONICLE ” NFBTO: Annual Conference .. 997 
HOUSE: Housing Centre ; RICS: Examination Results .. 997 
Exhibition -» ++ 980 | HEATING AND COMFORT : 
OBITUARY a ws a 968 Maxiraum Fuel Efficiency .. 998 
THE ZUYDER  ZEE_ RE- IN PARLIAMENT <a .. 999 
CLAMATION WORKS: An OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 1001 
Impression ie és cus oe BRICK SHORTAGE 1001 
so er fenced ee Yee: : mn : “ _ ‘2 
New Development Organisation 99: ‘ Tc 
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPER- ILLUSTRATIONS 
ATION IN BUILDING: NAAFI CLUB AT LINCOLN : 
ECE Assembly . . oe 994 By Messrs. Joseph ae sdb ics a 


REINSTATEMENT AT RICH- 
MOND TOWN HALL: By 


WOOLWORTH STORE, OX- 
FORD : 
994 Gordon Jeeves .. <a -. 989 


Minister Gives 





Appreval 








THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE RESULTS of the RIBA Council Elections are shown 
on p. 976 


THE OPINION that the school-building programme cannot be 
completed unless half the schools are built by prefabricated 
methods has been accepted by the Select Committee on Estimates 
on School Building in Great Britain. p. 979 


AT A MEETING of the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe to be held at Geneva to-day (June 25) an Inter- 
national Council for Research and Documentation in Building 
is to be created. The aim is “ to promote progress in building, 
and particularly housing, by improving quality, reducing costs 
and increasing productivity.”’ p. 994 


THE QUESTION of revising architects’ fees for the design 
of a single house, the subject of a leading article in ‘* The 
Builder’’ of May 15, has been referred to the Professional 
Purposes Committee of ARCUK. p. 995 


COMPLETE FREEDOM for private enterprise house builders 
to operate as they did between the wars would offer the best 
hope of reducing housing costs, states an interim report of the 
NFBTE. * p. 997 


THE RESULTS of an assessment of the probable demand for 
soft wood in the event of controls being eased will be known 
in a few weeks. Sir Arthur Salter, who gave this information 
in Parliament on June 22, warned that he could not give an 
assurance of immediate or substantial relaxations of present 
licensing arrangements. p. 1000 


THE DEMAND for licences for work over £500 does not require 
the continuance of quotas, and local authorities need no longer 
work to them, states the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment in a circular to all local authorities. p. 1001 


SHORTAGE of bricks is slowing down house building in Walsall 
and has forced West Ashford rural council to import supplies 
from Belgium. p. 1001 








report should give evidence to the public (which, through 


Minister of Works to set up a Committee of ‘Inquiry into 
tendering methods, it was his“intention to report by the end 
of this month (June), having regard to the need to secure a 
speedy settlement of the problems raised by the London 
Builders’ Conference. At the end of March, the Conference, 
having declined to submit to adjudication upon its operations 
by a committee of which architects formed an effective part, 
found its methods of working referred to the Monopolies 
Commission. 


Relieved of this burden, Mr. Robertson’s committee of 
representatives of the RIBA, RICS and National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers has been meeting regularly 
and, it is understood, has been reviewing and bringing up to 
date those sections of the Simon Report which relate specific- 
ally to the placing of building contracts. Considerable pro- 
gress is being made, we gather, but it is clear that Mr. 
Robertson is unlikely to be able to present a report at earliest 
before the autumn. What is looked for from the findings 
of the committee is, of course, means to reduce the cost of 
building brought about by more settled conditions for the 
contracting side of the industry, conditions whose benefits 
should be passed on to subcontracting, materials supply and 
labour. No easy task faces the committee, and the industry 
(and also the building public) will restrain undue impatience 
while they can feel that the report, when it does appear, will 
represent the unanimous opinions and recommendations of 
those parts of the building industry which are specifically 
concerned with the placing of contracts. 


It is a matter of concern, therefore, to note that the Federa- 
tion of Associations of Specialists and Subcontractors, as 
reported last week, have found themselves unable to accept 
Mr. Robertson’s invitation to enter into certain phases of 
the inquiry as “ they cannot feel that the limited nature of 
the association which Mr. Robertson was able to suggest 
would permit an adequate expression of their members’ views 
on all matters of legitimate interest to them.” That associa- 
tion, as we understand, fell short of full membership of the 
committee of review, though a guarantee was offered that no 
recommendations affecting the position of subcontractors. 
would be made without their Federation being given an 
opportunity to discuss their position fully in conference ; 
further, an opportunity would be given to the subcontractors 
and specialists to associate themselves with or criticise any 
recom mendations of the committee, such comments to appear 
in the report. 


Those unaware of the cross-currents which underlie the 
building industry may wonder why an offer which, on the 
face of it, appeared to concede everything short of actual 
membership of the committee of review should have proved 
unacceptable. Equally, it may be asked why a committee 
set up to consider tendering methods should not admit to 
the fullest participation in its deliberations a body representing 
over 12,000 member firms who, as builders have often stated, 
carry out nearly two-thirds of the value of the work on every 
sizable building job. That the builders and the subcontractors. 
have not been able to agree on this matter cannot add to. 
public confidence in the report when published, but this 
need not wreck it, given restraint on all sides. That the 


\ 











uy 
; 
«3 
i; 


ses eh Mir AS ten i abel aay i yt 8 


cami apes tt “ 


FL ee eee. 
pO Deeb ahi ERA en he ee 010% 


Sadeet Ta oe 
Eri 


OES OS aR SS AT AN OL pM AE, le: 





8 YEN 0 AN nm i rw ANN nel I RIE 


sale 6 


i 
24 
& 

a 
i 
. 
ea 
t 





Ee en 


ma 











HN A AC AAPNBRS 8 Ney Ae 
An her 2 CRA Sy 


Cbs 





974 


certain members of Parliament, ftas declared its interest in 
no uncertain terms) of a genuine, co-operative desire on the 
part of the industry to improve its machinery and bring down 
costs is hardly less important than the nature of the recom- 
mendations themselves. If this appears to be stating the 
obvious, then we must rejoin that the series of petty setbacks 
experienced by Mr. Robertson’s committee indicates that 
some sections of the building trade seem hardly aware of the 
extent of the public lack of confidence in the organising 
ability and public spirit of the industry. This forthcoming 
report offers the finest opportunity building has had since 
the war to improve its relations with the public. That oppor- 
tunity must be seized. 


In entering this plea, we do not forget that the views of 
the subcontractors’ Federation (though not necessarily the 
subject of subcontracts) may now not find place in the 
Robertson committee’s report, nor that the vexed question 
of subcontractors under the main Form of Contract is still 
left outstanding. It seems essential, when this present 
inquiry is concluded, that the question should be immediately 
reviewed by an impartial committee. Common justice no less 
than expediency demands it. 


SCHOOL BUILDING 


N their *eighth report, the Select Committee on Estimates 
of the House of Commons have now commented on 
schools. It would have given much greater impetus to the 
RIBA Conference had this document been available just a 
fortnight earlier, and reading the evidence submitted to 
the Committee undoubtedly brings into true perspective the 
dire need for school accommodation, many difficulties of 
which are not generally known to the architects and con- 
tractors who are working on this problem. 


The Committee’s report should certainly be read by 
everyone who has to do with the building of schools ; there 
is much in it to cause concern, and there is no easy panacea. 
Anyone having any doubts as to the efficacy of our democratic 
system and Parliamentary control should have his mind set 
at rest by the 2069 questions put to the various witnesses and 
the tenacity of purpose shown throughout the report. 


It would be particularly unfortunate if this salutary 
exploration of the present position were allowed to become 
the weapon of party politics, since surely Education should 
be outside party considerations; anyone doubting the 
wisdom of this has only to remember the controversy aroused 
over the church schools which must obviously be in some 
way responsible for the conditions now applying. 


With so much of real interest in the report, it is only 
possible to comment from the industry’s point of view on one 
or two salient points. The condition of the older schools, 
particularly in the country districts, comes in for consider- 
able adverse comment, many of these being no better than 
slums, and the report stresses that these should either be 
pulled down immediately or undergo drastic repair, even at 
considerable cost. On many of the new housing estates, the 
position is hardly better, and a very large sum of money is 
spent annually in transporting children from these estates 
to the overcrowded village schools, because the progress of 
the school building has not kept up with the building of 
houses. Over and over again throughout the evidence, one 
reads of schools being completed only to be overcrowded 


from the first day they are open. 
The Architects and Building branch of the Ministry of 





* Eighth report from 
» Stationery Office, 9s. net 


the Select Committee on Estimates. Session 1952-53. 
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Education come in for a good deal of praise for their con- 
structive help in implementing the school building pro- 
gramme, but many readers will be interested in the answers 
which came out of the cross-examination, to the effect that 
the Ministry expect a life of between 60 and 80 years for al! 
forms of prefabricated construction which are now being 
used. It was obvious that answers on the question of 
maintenance of these prefabricated systems would be evasive, 
since many of them have only been up for a few months. 
but we are tempted to the view that to expect 80 years of life 
from many of the systems is likely to involve not onl) 
uneconomic maintenance costs but some measure of complete 
replacement. 


It is interesting that the report brings out the fact that 
prefabricated methods are no cheaper than traditional 
building, and the inference of much of the evidence is that 
rationalised traditional construction can, in many cases, be a 
few pounds less cost per place. 


From evidence given by the Ministry and other exponents 
of prefabrication, the Committee suggest that the stage 
is now being reached where a large measure of standardisation 
is possible with prefabricated constructions, which will 
contribute to a reduction in the cost of these buildings and 
considerably speed up their site construction; they also 
suggest that authorities could accelerate their school building 
programmes by a study in detail of the experience of Hertford- 
shire County Council. 


Architects and building contractors will all agree with the 
Committee’s findings that the procedure of approving tenders 
should be more closely examined and that action should be 
taken to advise the contractors at the time of sending tenders 
of the target starting date. The present procedure whereby 
most contracts start in November is severely criticised ; 
anyone who has had experience of working on a difficult clay 
site will entirely agree. 


Consultation between the Ministry, local authorities, 
teachers, contractors, equipment manufacturers and archi- 
tects all comes in for comment, and is recommended. 
Although not expressly mentioned in the report, it is clear 
from the evidence given by various parties that considerable 
delay has occurred from time to time in the preparation of 
plans by depleted and harassed local authority staffs which 
would be greatly helped by the proposals for bringing in 
private architects outlined by Mr. S. H. Loweth, the Kent 
County Architect, and referred to in our last issue. 


Many building material manufacturers whose products 
are used in the more traditional forms of school buildings will 
find in the report an indication of the huge programme which 
has to be undertaken if the essential pledges given by various 
Governments from time to time are to be implemented. 
Implementation of the suggestion that one half of the pro- 
gramme might have to be carried out by ‘“‘ Meccano ” methods 
rests very largely with these manufacturers, who should 
certainly stop worrying whether or not the programme for the 
future warrants the installation of new plant, equipment, or 
some other reorganisation helpful to increase productivity 
and lower costs. 


The Committee’s report is a challenge which, we feel, 1s 
outside party politics, and if the education authorities, th« 
architects and builders are given a long-term programme, the: 
will accept the challenge and produce schools of a qualit\ 
and in the numbers required, so that our educational pro- 
gramme may continue to be the envy of the world. This is 4 
responsibility which we owe to the younger generation 0” 
whom the future of this New Elizabethan Age so much 
depends. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


STONE FOR A CATHEDRAL 


” HOLLINGTON SANDSTONE which is 
to be used in the building of the new 
Coventry Cathedral is now being hewn 
at Beggar’s Well Quarry on the south- 
west side of the Churnet Valley, Stafford- 
shire. All the 200,000 cu. ft. needed will 
most likely be quarried by hand, as no 
mechanical means of cutting has yet been 
devised. 

Four one-ton blocks, being cut with a 
guttering pick, are to be taken to the 
premises of D. French and Co., stone- 
masons, at. King’s Heath, Birmingham, 
where they will be shaped to the requisite 
pieces. 

Hollington stone is especially resistant 
to the conditions of an industrial atmos- 
phere and has greac durability. It can 
be cleaned, although the experts recom- 


mend that it should not be_ because 
natural case-hardening occurs as_ it 
weathers. 


Mr. Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, FRIBA, 
has had three small sections of wall 
constructed on top of the deepest of the 
three faces from which the stone will be 
cut, two of shot sawn blocks and one of 
hammer dressed blocks, to illustrate the 
type of finish that will be seen in the new 
cathedral. 


CATHEDRAL RECONSTRUCTION 
THE style in which the Llandaff 


Cathedral is to be reconstructed was 
referred to recently by the Dean of 
Llandaff, the Very Rev. Glyn Simon. 
“We shall not use medieval architec- 
ture,’ he said. ‘‘ We shall produce an 
austere building in keeping with the 
austerity and severity of the times in 
which we live. I have very little doubt 
that we shall be sharply criticised.”’ 
The Dean spoke of the artists who would 
contribute to the rebuilt cathedral—Mr. 
Alan Durst, who is designing the font, 
Mr. Jacob Epstein, and Mr. Stanley 
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Spencer. The subject of Mr. Epstein’s 
sculpture had not yet been decided, but 
it was hoped that it would represent Our 
Lord in Majesty. 

No definite arrangements had yet been 
made for the subject of the picture to be 
painted by Mr. Spencer, continued the 
Dean. It might possibly be a picture of 
the Last Supper. 


INSPECTION OF CHURCHES 


A MOTION to give general approval 
to the Inspection of Churches Measure, 
which empowers archdeacons to ensure 
that churches are inspected by architects 
at least once in every five years, was 
carried by the Church Assembly, meeting 
at Westminster on June 17. 

Mr. I. Butmer-TuHomas (London) said 
it was hoped that their churches would 
soon be put generally into a good state of 
repair and when this was done steps must 


be taken to see that their condition was. 


maintained. An inspection should normally 
cost not more than £25, and money would 
be saved, as much expense had often been 
incurred through repairs not being effected 
in good time. 

The BisHop oF Norwich said that in his 
diocese there were over 700 ancient 
churches and if they were to be inspected 
every five years it meant 140 every year. 
There were not the expert architects able 
and willing to undertake a survey of that 
size. 

The ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY said 
that the Church had to deal with this 
problem as a matter of honour and obli- 
gation to the nation. 


BRAZILIAN ARCHITECTURE 


THE ANGLO-BRAZILIAN SOCIETY offer a 
prize of £50 for an essay on architecture in 
Brazil based on the Exhibition of Con- 
temporary Brazilian Architecture to be 
held at the Building Centre, London, 
WC‘1, from July 8 to 31. The competition 
will be confined to British subjects between 
the ages of 18 and 35. 

The essay (in English) should be of 








BuLAWAYO EXHIBITION.—An aartist’s imipression of the United Kingdom 
Pavilion at the Central African Rhodes Exhibition, which is being held at Bula- 


wayo until August 29. 


The pavilion was designed by Misha Black, OBE, FSIA, 


MInstRA, and Alexander Gibson, ARIBA. 
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2,000 to 5,000 words. It will be judged 
by a jury appointed jointly by the Anglo- 
Brazilian Society and the RIBA. Partic- 
ulars from the Administrative Secretary 
of the Anglo-Brazilian Society, 31, Palace- 
street, London, SW1. Closing date 
October 31 next. 


INTERNATIONAL BUILDERS 


A GENERAL ASSEMBLY of delegates of 
the International Federation of Building 
and Public Works will be held in London 
from July 12-17 inclusive. The National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
and the Federation of Civil Engineering 
Contractors will be acting as hosts to the 
general assembly, which will include 
about 200 delegates and ladies from 
Western Europe, the Commonwealth, 
North Africa and Japan. 

The Assembly will open with a cere- 
mony in the Henry Jarvis Hall of the 
RIBA, 66, Portland-place, W1, on the 
morning of July 13, at which the Rt. Hon. 
Sir David Eccles, MP, Minister of Works, 
will speak. The week’s business and social 
sessions will conclude with a dinner and 
dance to be held at the Dorchester Hotel 
on Friday, July 17, at which the principal 
speaker will be the Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Monckton, QC, MP, Minister of Labour 
and National Service. 


“ WRENCOTE,” CROYDON 


CROYDON BorouGH COUNCIL is recom- 
mended to adhere to its previous decision 
not to object to the owners’ proposals to 
demolish ‘“‘ Wrencote,’”’ and to oppose 
any proposal by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government—including the 
making of a Building Preservation Order— 
which would make the Corporation liable 
to pay compensation for the preservation 
of the building. ‘‘ Wrencote ’’ is included 
in the Ministry’s list of Buildings of 
Special Architectural and Historic Interest 
and the Ministry have expressed the 
opinion that a Building Preservation Order 
should be made to protect the house. A 
block of offices is proposed for the site. 


NEW TOWNS’ SOCIAL FACILITIES 


THE FOLLOWING is the text of a resolution 
unanimously passed at a meeting of vol- 
untary organisations in new towns, held 
at the Planning Centre, London, on June 
20, last. 

“That this meeting of representatives 
of voluntary organisations in new towns 
stresses the urgent necessity for the pro- 
vision of adequate facilities for social and 
community activities and recreation in the 
new towns in a way which will not place 
an undue financial burden on the newly- 
formed communities. This meeting is of 
the opinion that this should be done by 
modifying the administration of the 
Physical Training and Recreation Act, 
1937, so that 75 per cent. grants can be 
made for the establishment of social and 
community buildings and playing fields 
in new towns ; and, permitting Develop- 
ment Corporations to operate the Act 
without having to show a financial return 
on their expenditure. The local education 


’ authority should be encouraged to support 


applications and to use the power given 
to them by the Education Act, 1944 to 
assist in the maintenance of facilities 
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provided in suchaway. It should be made 
clear to local authorities that it is open to 
a housing authority to operate this Act. 


THE CORONATION CHAIR 


New light has recently been thrown on 
the history of the Coronation Chair. The 
Dean and Chapter of Westminster Abbey 
decided that, during the first months of 
1953 while the Abbey was closed, the 
opportunity should be taken to examine 
the Coronation Chair thoroughly and to 
prepare a detailed record. The Ministry 
of Works made available its expert staff 
for the work, and the Courtauld Institute 
of Art undertook chemical analysis of the 
materials used for decoration and X-ray 
photographs of the chair. 

During the examination, evidence was 
found which has enabled a reconstruction 
of the original chair to be attempted. 
When it was first made the chair was richly 
carved, and carried painted decorations 
and inscriptions and was surmounted by 
tall gilded pinnacles. Several decades 
later it was completely covered with 
patterned gold. On the centre of the 
inside back was depicted the enthrone- 
ment of a king, traditionally supposed to 
be Edward the Confessor. The rest of 
the chair was decorated with patterns on 
the gold of foliage, birds and grotesque 
little animals. In early Tudor times, the 
whole chair was raised on the backs of 
small lions. 

These and other aspects of the chair’s 
history are described in a new booklet, 
“The Coronation Chair’ (published by 
HMSO for the MoW, price 1s.), to which 
Mr. S. E. Dykes Bower, FSA, FRIBA, 
Surveyor of the Fabric of Westminster 
Abbey, contributes a foreword. 


A NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENT 


Tue BASA Rowinc CLvuB put up a 
fine performance at Walton Amateur 
Regatta recently, when among the 13 
competing crews they narrowly missed 
winning the Junior-Senior Eights, being 
beaten by the Thames Rowing Club by 
only 6 ft. The achievement is noteworthy 
as the regatta is recognised as the first 
of the Henley standard to be held in the 
season. If BASA can make the small 
improvement that expert oarsmen believe 
to be well within their power, it seems 
that great things may be expected of them 
at forthcoming events. 

Henley is the next step. A crew has 
been entered for the Thames Cup, and 
towards the cost of £250 the boys 
themselves have saved £124—a wonderful 
effort ! Will other members of the 
building family help them to make up 
the balance ? Cheques will be gratefully 
received by Mr. W. Greville Collins, 
President BASA Rowing Club, 28, Pont- 
street, SW1. 


FURNISHING EXHIBITIONS 


To sHow those with limited budgets 
what can be done with contemporary 
furniture, mostly of the unit type, Heal 
and Son, Ltd., of Tottenham Court-road, 


Wi, are staging an exhibition, until 
July 31, entitled ‘“‘ Furnishing to a 
Figure.’ A_ series of fully furnished 


rooms are used for the demonstration. 
Other current exhibitions at Heal’s are 
of hand-made furniture ; hand-thrown 
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pottery ; Coronation lithographs ; and a 
mixed craftsman’s exhibition of pottery, 
wood, plastics and table linen and rugs. 


YORK CIVIC TRUST COURSES 


THe AcaDEMIC DEVELOPMENT COoM- 
MITTEE of York Civic Trust held two 
successful courses on the protection and 
repair of historic buildings at York last 
Easter. Among those attending were the 
vice-president of the (American) Society 
of Architectural Historians, who had come 
from New York specially for the course, 
and the Inspector of National Monuments 
for Eire. The number of applications 
to join the care of churches course was 
considerably greater than the number of 
places available, and in view of this it is 
hoped to repeat the course at Easter, 1954. 

The Academic Development Com- 
mittee has announced that two more 
courses on the protection and repair of 
historic buildings will be held at St. Mary’s 
Hotel, York, this autumn. There will 
be a two-week general course from 
September 7 to 19, and a specialised 
course on foundation and wall repairs 
from September 21 to 26. The courses 
will be fully residential, but a few non- 
resident members can be included if 
bookings are excessive. Prospectuses are 
now available, and all inquiries should be 
addressed to the ‘Trrust’s secretary at 
St. Anthony’s Hall, York. 


DEVELOPMENT APPROVED 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved with modifi- 
cations the development plans for the 
county boroughs of Wakefield and Bootle. 
The plans, as approved, will be deposited 
in the council offices for inspection by the 
public. 


AN APPOINTMENT 


THE council of the Fibre Building 
Board Development Organisation, Ltd., 
has appointed Mr. Basil Marriott, LRIBA, 
FRSA, as technical director. 


ARCHITECTURAL STAFF CUTS 


HUDDERSFIELD will save nearly £4,000 
a year as a result of amendments made 
to the establishment of the Borough 
Architect’s Department. The chairman 
of the Housing Committee announced 
that under the reorganisation scheme the 
post of Chief Education Architect was to 
be abolished, giving a saving of £1,000 
a year, and four other posts were to be 
cancelled, yielding a further £1,800. 
There would be various increases in 
maximum salary scales which would cost 
£220 a year, but the abolition of one Town 
Planning position would save £645. The 
total saving, he said, would be £3,870 a 
year. 








COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, JUNE 29 


RIBA—Travelling exhibition, ‘‘ Homes and Sur- 
roundings.”’ Central Public’ Library, Worthing. 
Continuing until July 11. 

RIBA—Travelling exhibition, ‘‘ Homes and Sur- 
roundings.”’ Phillip’s Cafe, Hope- street, Wrexham, 
N. Wales. Continuing until July 10 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 1 


ALUMINIUM DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION.—Exhibition 
of the applications of aluminium. 33, Grosvenor-street, 
WI. 10a.m.-5 p.m. Continuing until July 3. 


‘ 
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ARCHITECT’S RESIGNATION 


Mr. James H. Beevis, of Sturt Green, 
has resigned the post of Architect and 
Building Surveyor to Cookham RDC. 
His resignation will take effect on 
September 30, when he intends to set up. 
in private practice in Maidenhead. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. FLEETWOOD, LEVERSDEN AND PARTNERS. 
chartered uantity surveyors, 40, Doughty-street. 
London, WC1, have opened a branch Office at No. 25, 
Wellington-square, astings, Sussex, under the 
management of Mr. J. de Vere Sadleir, ARICS. Trade 
conan”. etc., would be welcomed at the Hastings 

ranc 


Messrs. R. H. MARSH AND PARTNERS, Surveyors, late 
of 54, Brewer-st., Piccadilly, W1, have now removed 
their offices to 1, Manchester- -sq., Wi. Tel.: Welbeck 
8847. 


The practice of the late Mr. WitLiAM E. Wo rr, 
FRIBA, of 81, Fleet-street, Torquay, has been com- 
bined with that of Messrs. BEARE AND CROYDON, 42 
Devon-square, Newton Abbot, and will be conducted 
in future from that address. (Tel. : Newton Abbot 57.) 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 183; 
Saturday, Fune 25, 1853 


THE New BRIDGE AT WESTMINSTER.— 
The Select Committee of the House of 
Commons have concluded their inquiry 
on the preamble of the Government Bill 
to erect a new bridge at Westminster. 
Judging from the circumstance that Mr. T. 
Page, engineer, laid before the Committee 
a description of the proposed bridge, we 
must infer that the recommendation of the 
Select Committee recently quoted in our 
pages as recommending that designs 
should be obtained by a limited com- 
petition, has not been regarded. We are 
very sorry for it. 


RIBA 


Council Election Results 


Z:*. a general meeting ef the Royal 
Institute of British Architects held 
on Tuesday, June 23, the results of the 
annual elections to the Council for 1953- 
54 were made public. 


Mr. Howard Robertson, MC, ARA, 
SADG, was re-elected President. The 
other results were : 

RIBA COUNCIL, 1953-54 
PAST PRESIDENTS : 
Mr. A. Graham Henderson, RSA (Glasgow), and 


Sir Percy Thomas, OBE, LLD, DL, JP, MTPI 


(Cardiff) (unopposed). 


MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

Elected: C. H. Aslin (Hertford) (1,928 votes), 
Prof. Sir William Holford (1,854), Dr. J. L. Martin 
(Tring) (1,518), Ralph Tubbs (1,509), A. G. Sheppard 
he (Birmingham) (1,317) and R. E. Enthoven 

68). 

Not elected: Denis Clarke-Hall, Harold Conolly 
ae cage: ve Prof. Gordon Stephenson (Liverpool), 

yf Howitt ‘Nottingham), Dr. Ronald Bradbury 
(Liverpool), if. Loweth (Maidstone), Prof. J. S- 
Allen fo le Blas ody Howard V. Lobb, 
S. W. Milburn (Sunderland), Victor Bain (Leeds), 
George Fairweather, Lt.-Col. Eric Cole (Cirencester), 
Lt.-Col. H. P. Cart de Lafontaine, F. A. C. Maunder 
(Aylesbury), E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, J. H. Haughan 
Some D. H. Mc} orran, Norval R. Paxton (Leeds), 

R. F. oma T. Bs North, Eric A. Lyons (East 
Niolesey), W. W. Fisk, T. W . Haird (Leicester), Arthur 
Bailey, D. C. H. Jenkin. 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

Elected: Prof. R. H. Matthew (Humbie, East 
Lothian) (2,169 votes), Peter Shepheard & 155), G.- 
Grenfell Baines (Preston) A ih ge P. E. Johnson- 

— (1,582) and R. . Livett, OBE (Leeds) 
(1,3 

Not "elected : Ph A. Allen (Garston, Watford), 
S. E. T. Cusdin, M. A. ). Farey, h. J. Whitfiela Lewis, 
ee Middleton (Nenthorps, near Middlesbrough) 


C. #. ony H. B (Stocksfield, Northumber- 
land), A. D. Edwards is Chetoestes L. R. Stedman 
(Farnham), J. S. Lacey and H: E. D. Adamson. 


LICENTIATE MEMBER OF COUNCIL 
Elected : B. H. Cox (1,004 votes). _ 
Not elected : oe L. Whitehouse (Birmingham). Cc. 
Oliver (Hull), A. W. Vieeceast (Harwich), L. F. Van- 
stone (Plymouth) and D. W. Joel (Croydon). 
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CRICKET 
Vitrruvians Draw with NFBTE 


HE National Federation had the better of 
i : drawn game against the Vitruvians XI 
(the architectural and building Press), rain 
spoiling any chance of a finish. This, the fourth 
he series of annual matches, was played at 


the ground of the Richmond Cricket Club in 


dull weather on June 19. Notwithstanding 
the rain (which first delaved a start and 
fin ended play an hour before stumps were 


to be drawn) there was some keen cricket. 
The builders, winning the toss and batting 
first on a dead wicket, made a poor start, and 
the journalists, with the wickets of Rilev, 
Lovell and Booth down, went into lunch in a 
definitely optimistic mood. When Boyd 
bowled Munnion immediately after the res- 
nption, four wickets were down for - 


3 
the hutch door seemed open. Alas for hi 





ypes ! Gregory and Brvant came t 

i in the next go minutes added 
in unbroken stand, Gregorv hitting 

lisplay of beautifully clean hitt 
bowling that was never loose but 

ild not stand up to the majestic onslaught 
Py voung Americans, seeing their first 


ricket match, are not likely to subscribe 

that cricket is a slow game. Seven 
6’s, a five and twelve 4’s, the majority straight 
drives over the sight screen, were included 
.part from a lofted drive to mid-off early on, 
hich nearly deprived the unfortunate fielder 
of a hand, there was no semblance of a chance. 


Bryant gave excellent support with 44 not out 


Mudie (with 3. for 73) and Chamberlain 
led consistently well throughout Ti 


telding was keen. 








l.eftt 2} hours to get the runs, the Vit ns 
soon lost Hawkes and Bor d, Dut Ni ] é ind 
Norton batted steadily and the score rose 
Chree wickets then fell together, when, 
C} berlain having hit Gregory for SIX 
W retaliation, rain ended play 
The keenness of the cricket thro ighout 


he presence of Mr. Wilfred Horsfall, the 
National President, of Mr. Stanley Hearde1 

National Director, and Mrs. Hearder, and 
f Mr. Robert Porter, director of the Eastern 
Federation, among the guests and the co- 
peration of the officials and staff of the 
Richmond Cricket Club helped to make a 


h was much enjoyed in spite of the 





iin, not least by the teams, some of whom 
1 travelled from far afield. 
NATIONAL FEDERATION 
R Ni ‘ 
J. Munnion b Bovd ’ 
H. P. Love Tatham b Mudie s 
E. Boot Mudie ’ 
W. Gregorv not it 
LD. Brvant not it $4 
Leader 
a Carter } 
R. Blak +d 
F. Kid 5 
A. Bird 
i t 4 kt i 
VITRUVIANS 
Boot! Bir 
a 
4 
Bir i 
Slake (or r 
Tota for 5 wk 
BOWLING 
Federation's Inning Vitruvians’ Innings 
Chamberlain. .12 5 49 Munnion s 1 21 
Mudie 13.1 75 3 Bird 7.3 1k 2 
jovd 6 26 1 Sake 4 i 
Norton 7 i) Riley 6 1 
Dowson , — 23 (sregory 2 i i 
Squire 1 a 


Umpires: P. J. Flitton and A. Mackley 
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The National Federation XI. To the right, wearing the cap, is Mr 
Wilfred Horsfall, National President. 





The President bowls the first ball. The umpire is P. }. Fiitton and the 
batsman F. ¥. Munnion. 





. ms ot Cs. on " Pe, s 4. y — 3 Mae: ee ae Be ts. 
The Vitruvians XI takes the field, supported by the National President. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—You are right that the professions 
and crafts should co-operate more 
closely, but I suggest that co-operation 
will be effective only when each member 
of the team understands the job he has to 
do and is able to do it. Co-operation is 
then worth discussing. 

For the architectural profession this is 
particularly necessary and urgent. It is 
probable that most of the architectural 
profession understand what they ought to 
do—that is, be creative designers. (It 
is fairly obvious that if they are not, 
their work falls within the scope of the 
building surveyor.) Unhappily they do not 
know how to design creatively. 

The reasons for this state of affairs are 
many, but one outstanding point is that, 
with all the spate of glossy magazines, 
radio talks, criticisms, etc., no one ever 
discusses or shows the slightest under- 
standing of creative art (with the possible 
exception of Frank Lloyd Wright and 
Bruce Goff). The creative artist can instill 
a feeling of quality into matter so that the 
feeling will endure. That is to say, 
if an artist and a non-artist were to make 
exactly similar tables, the table of the 
artist would be imbued with feeling, and 
the table of the non-artist would not. The 
appearance of the table is quite irrelevant. 

Since this point is ignored and not 
understood, we are in the midst of chaos, 
and with chaos come the first public signs 
that we are aware that we are on the wrong 
tack. I suggest that only by starting with 
the student and facing the facts can the 
profession take its place again in the team. 
The problem of the student is serious ; 
he is beginning to believe that “‘ design 
cannot be taught’’ and he is trying any- 
thing and everything to achieve his goal. 
The fault is that the schools are trying to 
teach the form without teaching the know- 
ledge of how to put in the feeling ; coupled 
with this omission is the attitude that 
creative artists cannot be made and it is 
better to concentrate on the “ ordinary ”’ 
student. This is completely wrong, 
because, of course, any ordinary student 
can become a genius if he wants to. Other 
schools profess to be able to teach students 
to be creative artists by stimulating their 
interest, or by other experiments. In 
addition to all this we have the experts on 
the ‘‘ modern movement ”’ (which is non- 
sense, because a human feeling cannot 
‘“move’’; only form can change) and the 


critics with their absurd words like 
‘“mystique’’ and “the rightness of the 
esquisse’’’ trying to explain something 


they themselves do not understand. At 
the same time, members of committees, 
who are themselves bewildered, are in 
good faith trying to mend and patch a 
system which is incorrect. 

It must take great courage to start the 
whole weary thing again. But it must be 
done and done quickly. All students, if 
they want enough, can become creative 
artists ; possibly only 10 per cent. would 
have the stamina, but even that would be 
worth-while. 

A. C. Corron, ARIBA. 

16, Lawrence-street, S.W.3. 
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“* The first one is a very recent 
production, but the second is only 
just off the drawing board.” 


COLLABORATION WITHIN 
THE INDUSTRY 
To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—Mr. C. H. Kitchen, in advancing 
his amiable suggestion for encour- 
aging collaboration within the building 
industry in your issue of June 12, appears 
to disregard the fact that established 
machinery for a very high degree of close 
collaboration between the various sections 
of the industry already exists and that most 
of the problems facing the industry are, as 
a result, under active and constant review. 

The consultative machinery within the 
building industry evolved and sustained 
over many years is an outstanding ex- 
ample of sound industrial co-operation and 
mutual endeavour, and is the envy of 
other industries. The success which has 
been achieved is, in no small measure, 
due to the frank and responsible manner 
in which the representatives of various 
Federations, Associations and professional 
bodies have jointly and severally conducted 
their discussions during the past years. 

One might mention the important contri- 
bution that the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has made in this direction. 
The Federation has always maintained the 
belief that, in order to deal effectively and 
speedily with the day-to-day problems facing 
the industry and to provide a nation-wide 
membership with a fully comprehensive and 
up-to-date service, it was essential to keep 
in the closest touch with the recognised 
representative organisations and Government 
Departments concerned with the building 
industry. 

The achievements of the system of respon- 
sible joint consultation and liaison that has 
been developed at national level to deal with 
building matters have been prodigious, and 
to-day discussion covers the whole wide range 
of the industry’s present and future activities. 

It may not be generally realised that this 
consultative machinery also operates through- 
out the country at regional and local level. 
In London the London Master Builders’ 
Association and in the other parts of the 
country the nine Regional Federations with 
upward of 300 local associations, all of which 
are affiliated to the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, maintain close 
liaison with the established organisations con- 
cerned with the industry at their respective 
levels, as well as the many technical colleges 
offering courses in building subjects; as a 
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result there is a continuous cross-fertilisation 
of ideas between all sections of the industry 
and opportunities for detailed consideration 
of current developments and topics. 

May one venture to suggest that what 
proved successful in dealing with the urgent 
problems arising under war conditions may 
not necessarily suit peace-time industrial 
conditions. 

In the long run the only assured method 
of securing maximum collaboration (which 
alone will produce the highest standards of 
industrial efficiency) is for everyone who 
derives a livelihood from building to ensure 
that the existing consultative machinery within 
the industry is conducted with integrity, 
enlightenment and honesty of purpose, and 
that a high degree of goodwill and mutual 
confidence is maintained between the various 
partners which comprise this large and vital 
industry. 

From a purely economic aspect I do not 
share Mr. Kitchen’s optimistic view that an 
establishment on the lines he suggests would 
be self-supporting, and I doubt very much 
the wisdom of the industry and/or Treasury 
considering or accepting the substantial costs 
which would inevitably be involved in 
launching and maintaining a project of this 
nature. 

I have always been an enthusiastic advocate 
of the closest collaboration in industry, but 
from a limited experience that I have of the 
building industry I am extremely dubious as 
to the long-term response which would be 
given to Mr. Kitchen’s proposals, particularly 
in view of the existing arrangements for joint 
consultation and liaison. 

D. E. Woopstne Parisu [FIOB}] 

11, Buckingham Palace-gardens, S.W.1. 


SCHOOL DESIGN 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—After question-time at the second 
session of the British Architects’ 
Conference in the Leas Cliff Hall, 
Folkestone, I was approached by several 
architects who asked me for copies of 
various documents regarding ‘‘ Collabora- 
tion between Private and Official Archi- 
tects.’’ I made a note of their names 
and addresses and arranged to send the 
documents to them, and attached the list 
of names to other papers which I had 
with me and which were lying on a table. 
However, when, a little later on, I went 
to pick them up, they were not to be 
found and subsequent inquiries have 
failed to locate them. 

If, therefore, those architects who gave 
me their names will now write to me 
direct, I shall be happy to send them the 
documents they require. 

S. H. Lowetn, 
County Architect. 

Springfield, Maidstone, Kent. 

HOLIDAYS WITH PAY IN THE 
BUILDING AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES 


To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Last year you gave some space 
to my letters in connection wit! 
holiday pay. The point I tried to mak« 
was that the building and civil engineering 
operatives and employers alike would b« 
much better off financially if the weekly 
credit were in the pay packet each week 
in cash. ‘The operative would benefit 
by the amount of the administration 
charge, plus the amount of interest his 
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savings would earn in the Post Office or 
other trustee savings bank. The 
employer would benefit by the reduction 
in cost made possible by abolition of the 
cumbersome card stamping routine in- 
volved in the existing scheme. The cost 
of construction would be reduced. 

My previous effort was side-tracked by 
a blind venture into commentary on one 
financial aspect of the managing com- 
pany’s affairs. I have no quarrel with 
the management company—its affairs 
and personnel are merely instruments of 
policy framed by the industries concerned. 
But I need the financial facts to show the 
strength or weakness of my point. One 
would reasonably expect the management 
company’s accounts to be readily avail- 
able to the industry and indeed to the 
public at large. On the contrary, one 
has to pay the Registration Office charge 
for copies of documents or pay a visit 
to Bush House, where for one shilling 
and a valuable space of time one may 
peruse the file. I have at last been to 
Bush House, and I feel that if the financial 
facts were more widely known there 
would be more support for some change 
in the policy of administering holidays 
with pay. 

I appeal to you to allocate free space 
in your newspaper for publication of the 
last audited accounts of the Building and 
Civil Engineering Holiday Scheme 
Management, Ltd. Other trade journals 
and the operatives’ Press might be happy 
to follow your example. 

Further, with 10 or 11 years’ figures 
available it might be interesting to see 
the aggregate cost of operating the 
scheme, for example 
TEN (OR ELEVEN) YEARS PERIOD 
1. Aggregate cost of administration £ 
2. Aggregate administration charges 

to operate ‘ o* 

Aggregate net interest on 

ments “* . eo . 
4. Aggregate excess of administration 

€ xpenditure over income ° 
5. Difference between cost and market 
value of investments at last account- 
ing date, plus or minus ie he 
. Aggregate of moneys not claimed by 
operatives—restricted to amounts 
normally payable before commence- 
ment of last accounting year a £ 


invest- 


G. J. MACMILLAN. 
‘* Gilford,’ Crawley, Sussex. 


THE LEGAL VALUE OF THE 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR’S OPINION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In answer to your correspondent 
on this subject (your issue of June 
19), bills of quantities are not accepted 
as evidence in courts of law because they 
represent the quantities taken out by a 
surveyor or by a firm of surveyors who 
believe that their quantities are correct. 
In fact, such documents represent nothing 
more than an estimate by those who 
construct them. I have actually tested the 
position by inviting two firms indepen- 
dently to prepare a bill of the same 
structure, and I found the breaking down 
of the structure into a bill of quantities 
to be vastly different. An interesting case 
is Priestly v. Stone, 1888. 

But where a bill is accepted by two 
parties as forming part of the contract, 
it is the lump sum of the bill that counts 
in a court of law, and not the bits and 
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pieces, nor their separate values in bills. 
The builder must ascertain that such 
calculations coincide with the quantities 
to be used on sites, otherwise he would 
find no redress in law if site-quantities 
are ultimately found to be greater. 
(Scrivener v. Pask, 1866.) The earlier 
cases are found to be better defined and 
are often referred to in more recent cases. 


The RIBA form of contract may be 
accepted as the best form we know of, but it 
must be carefully read and omissions or 
stipulations made to safeguard the interests 
of those entering into a contract. And where 
extra work is ordered and found to differ 
with the stipulations made in the specification 
or on the drawings, such extra work forms an 
entirely different contract. A contractor 
is not bound to do additional work, and 
cannot be called upon to depart from the terms 
of the original contract. But there exists 
to-day a better understanding between archi- 
tects and builders of the ‘‘ get together ”’ 
principle than many of your readers may think. 
Actually, I have placed scores of jobs with 
builders on a_ verbal understanding—one 
amounting to £13,000o—and the results have 
been satisfactory to all concerned; much 
depends on the integrity of the architect 
and the contractor in such cases. Where the 
architect or engineer set themselves up in a 
quasi-judicial position to see that fair play 
shall be exercised and favour neither one side 
nor the other, it results in getting things done 
quickly and correctly. 

Your correspondent would be wrong in 
attempting to introduce his own ideas by 
preparing a bill of quantities after a contract 
has been completed. By attempting to com- 
pare a builder’s account with the calculations 
made in his bill, he is in no position to say 
whether a contractor is unfair or unreasonable ; 
his bill would be pure guesswork compared 
with an account sent in based on materials 
and labour actually used. Such an account 
would be accepted as a more accurate value 
of the property on the site than calculations 
prepared by your correspondent to find the 
hypothetical value. (Tharsis Sulphur Co. v. 
M'Ilroy.) 

When a quantity surveyor is called in to 
settle the difference between an employer 
and a contractor, he should act in the following 
manner:— 

(a) He should satisfy himself that the respective 
parties were capable of making a contract. 
Whether orally or otherwise 1s not important. 

(b) He should confine himself solely to the 
contract made between the parties con- 
cerned, and not attempt to alter it by intro- 
ducing his own ideas. 

(c) He should obtain the consent of the con- 
tractor to inspect the books. 

(d) Finally, he should report his findings to 
his client. He should not allow himself 
to be coerced to deal with any extra work 
but strictly confine himself with the lump 
sum or the conditions agreed upon between 
the parties in the first place, and with the 
property on the site. 

To sum up, where a quantity surveyor is 
already employed on a contract, would his 
opinion be accepted in a court of law ? 

The answer seems to be “no,” because 
of the following : The bill of quantities forms 
no part of the contract at all, but is often a 
mere estimate prepared for the convenience 
of the owner by his own surveyor. In such 
cases the builder in tendering must be guided 
by the specification, and by his own calcula- 
tions ;he should not rely on the bill of quantities, 
since he cannot recover additional payment 
for anything which is necessary to carry out 
the specification and is therefore not an extra, 
even though it is not sufficiently allowed for 
in the bill. 

W. MacDona .p. 


16, Chiswick-lane, W.4. 
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SCHOOL BUILDING 
** Most Disquieting Situation ~ 
HE “ deplorable ” condition of many old 
school buildings throughout the coun- 
try and the serious shortage of school accom- 
modation generally are two of the principal 
points to which attention is drawn in the 
report of the Select Committee on Estimates 
on school building in Great Britain. 

The committee states that at every point 
they were confronted with overcrowding, 
lack of schools, heavy transport costs, a 
shortage of teachers, and often deteriorating 
and even dangerous school buildings. 

The worst feature of the situation is the 
condition of many old school buildings. 
* Some of them are no better than slums, and 
should either be pulled down immediately or 
undergo drastic repair, even at considerable 
cost.” The committee recommends that a 
national survey of the older schools should 
be undertaken by the Ministry of Education. 

The commiitee has no doubt that the over- 
crowded and unsatisfactory conditions in 
schools have slowed down the recruitment of 
teachers, especially for infant schools. 

The committee is convinced that the 
present school-building programme is quite 
inadequate. There are too few schools and 
there is a wide gap between the number of 
school children and the number of 
school places. In most places the building 
of schools lags seriously behind that of 
houses; in Birmingham, for example, this 
problem will not be solved for primary 
schools for five years. While co-operation 
between the Ministry of Education and the 
Scottish Education Department and local 
authorities is on the whole good, districts 
vary in this respect. The Government de- 
partments—education, health, and housing— 
should make every effort to secure the 
utmost co-ordination between all concerned. 

A result of the time lag between school 
and house building is heavy costs for trans- 
porting children to school. 

Planning Procedure 

The procedure for planning and building 
new schools in England and Wales is, in 
the committee’s opinion, efficient and satis- 
factory. But the committee believes that 
economy would result from organising the 
country’s school-building programme on a 
three-year basis. The present annual finan- 
cial sanction is an ordeal which, the com- 
mittee thinks, should not be imposed on local 
authorities; the financial margin is too tight. 

Greater speed is still needed in building 
schools. Delay can be avoided by giving 
the builder a firm starting date, avoiding 
overloading of the building industry in an 
area, and the return of tenders from the 
Ministry in modified form. The committee 
recommends that the procedure for approv- 
ing tenders should be closely examined, and 
that the powers existing under the Educa- 
tion Act, 1944, to exempt school buildings 
from the operation of local by-laws should 
be fully used. 

The committee accepts the opinion, over- 
whelmingly supported by the evidence, that 
the school-building programme cannot be 
completed unless half the schools are built 
by prefabricated methods. The cost is ap- 
proximately the same as for traditional 
building. What is not known is the cost of 
maintaining prefabricated buildings, and the 
committee recommends that all local authori- 
ties be asked to report on this in, say, 1958. 


{Eighth report from the Select Committee on Esti- 
mates, together with the minutes of evidence taken 
before sub-committee E and appendices Session 
1952-1953. Schools. Stationery Office, ay © - 
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‘NEWS CHRONICLE” 
HOUSE 


v of the Building Centre Exhitation 


THE’ 


Revtez 


‘6 [foe populi, vox darly,”’ as someone 

must surely have said ? The 
newspapers have an important function in 
relation to public opinion. ‘The process 
involved is two-way—the gauging or 
canvassing of that opinion; and_ the 
expression of it objectively and without 
loading.”’ 


“< 


bias or 

In the case of the Chronicle, the 
paper 's useful and sensible preoccupation 
with contemporary architectural problems 
probably is due in great measure to Sir 
Gerald Barry, whose successful transla- 
tion to his Festival of Britain duties 
proved that he knows what architecture, 


and architects, are about. 


The Chronicle’s concern, in 1937, 
with the design of schools, with the 
Knutsford Plan in 1945 46, and now 
with the small ‘ tailor made’’ house, 


is evidence of responsibility and at least 
the willingness to seek and take proper 
professional and technical advice. This is 
in striking and welcome contrast to some 
newspapers, who seem to confine their 
treatment of architecture to advice from 
journalists on how to make an 
ingle-nook out of a sugar 
Lady So-and-so does with 
and other trivial 


women 
Elizabethan 
crate or what 
a vard of glazed chintz, 
tom-tittery. 

SOCIOLOGICAL EXPERIMENT 

In introducing the show at the Building 
Centre, Mr. Howarp ROBERTSON, 
PRIBA, emphasised this useful part the 
Chronicle has played, and its value in 
enabling the architect, as it were, to meet 
his anonymous “ client ’’ and, conversely, 
to help in the necessary but neglected 
process of making known what the 
architect does, and why and how. 

Of this latest enterprise, Mr. FRANK 
WATERS, representing the Chronicle, was 
at pains to disclaim that it was merely a 
newspaper stunt but rather a_ serious 
sociological experiment. However this 
mav be—and there seems no reason why 
the two should not be honestly and 
successfully combined—the result has 
been worth while—though, perhaps, inevit- 
ably it falls short in one respect, w hich is 
from designers’ point 
of view. That is, it does not get us very 
much further forward in a domestic 
architecture designed really to fit and 
suit the people whom it is to hotse 
unless they can be “ surveyed ”’ in detail 
and on their own ground before the 
event. It is, in short, the old question of 
‘consumer preference’? as opposed to 


an impr yrtant one 


‘“user need ’’—a vastly different study. 
We already know what the public 
likes or doesn’t like when it sees it. That 


is too late. Means must be established of 
finding out in advance what the public 
might come to like if economic or other 
solution away from a 
which the same 
—even with all 


necessity forces a 
‘norm’ or tradition 
public has come to expect- 
its known faults. 

To take a simple example, most of the 
designs shown at the Building Centre 
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flirt more or less with the ‘“ open 
plan’’ for which, on balance, the argu- 
ments as applied to the small, servantless 
house are very strong indeed, particularly 
if fuel conservation is taken into account. 
Simultaneously there appears in what one 
had regarded as an equally “ enlightened’”’ 
Sunday newspaper an article by a woman 
writer categorically damning the ‘ open 
plan ’’ in terms which seem to imply that 
it is an imported naughtiness which the 
architect is seeking to force on an unwilling 
client, who is, according to her, “ like 
wax in his hands.’’ 

If, as it purports to be, the Chronicle 
has obtained designs reflecting public 
trends and preferences, where do we go 
from here, if the Press is to be our 
philosopher and guide ? 

With this reservation, which is perhaps 
simply to repeat that public preference 
is not yet to be taken so seriously as to 
remove from the architect the need to 
think, and decide, for himself, the 
Chronicle enterprise, of which the show 
is, of course, the end-product, succeeds. 
It consists of models and drawings of 
10 houses, none exceeding 1,000 ft. 
super, of which five were commissioned 
designs on the advice of the RIBA, and 
five ‘‘ premiated *’ in an open competition 
judged by a panel of assessors. 

The commissioned group presumably 
interpret the ideas and suggestions of 
readers. There is no evidence of earth- 
shaking novelty, or even clear-cut articu- 
lateness, in trend of public thought on 
major planning problems—and how could 
there be ? 

The five commissioned architects were 
Judith Ledeboer, Brian Peake (one-storey 


solution); G. Grenfell Baines, Henry 
Braddock, and John Grey (two-storey). 
The premiated designs were by John F. 


Brickland and Brian Smith (two-storey) ; 
and Andrew Jackson, Herbert Morel, and 
John and Kaethe Morton (one-storey). 

In all the circumstances, comment or 
attempted assessment of the designs is 
neither here nor there. Planning 
principles are largely a matter of personal 
preference—more so than planners are 
willing to concede—and much depends 
on the ‘‘ roundabouts and swings 
principle on which, for instance, one 
person prefers storage at the expense of 
living-space, or a w.c. removed from 
earshot at the cost of a long, dark passage 
—or the conventions preserved by the 
dustbin at the back, at the exvense of the 
dustman’s legs! And so on. 

In the main, the 
as the President said, 
success with the inevitable ‘ boxiness ”’ 
of 1,000 ft. super arranged squarely on 
two floors, and elevationally the bungalows 
score from this. Several of them ingeni- 
ously carry out the requirement of being 
“linkable”? into livability as a group. 


Henry Braddock’s sensible open plan 
gives an interesting shape to his living- 
room with intriguing furnishing Possi- 
bilities. Grenfell Baines’ design—oddlv 
‘“ Colonial Dutch’ by reason of shutters 
to the lower part of tall windows—probably 
justifies its slight suggestion of stuntiness 
in treatment of a fairly straightforward 
plan. 


two-storey designs, 
wrestle with mixed 
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John Grey’s workmanlike design is 
again fairly conventional with what one 
might suspect are concessions to public 
taste in superficial detail. Brian Smith’s 
excellent plan seemed eminently right in 
giving about equal space to eating and 
otherwise to the process of living—as 
happens in the average healthy growing 
family! On other grounds than as a 
father, his house would have been my 
choice—if only for the pleasant variety 
of views afforded by an L-plan enclosing 
a small yard or “ patio.”’ 


WELL-CONSIDERED PLANS 


‘The Mortons’ appropriately Danish- 
looking bungalow is well conceived except 
for an unavoidably darkish bit in the 
middle of the plan. John Brickland's 
exterior is pleasant, with a pergola and a 
rainwater- butt, and, quite justifiably, plays 
for ‘‘ popularity.’ 

These, 
ficial and 


however, are admittedly super- 
random points, doing scant 
justice to solutions which have all had 
much expert thought and experience 
devoted to them. But it is perhaps fair 
to say that the Building Centre show is 
more important in the principle which 
lies behind it—that of showing the public 
what it can get for its money now that 
*Custom-built ’’ small houses are an 
achievable ideal again—than in the imagin- 
ary architect-plus-client solutions which 
it illustrates. 

For only one such relationship is real 
that of Miss Judith Ledeboer and th: 
lucky vair of readers who win what no 
doubt the papers would call their ‘dream 
house,’” and who have chosen her 
bungalow. This seems highly appropriate 

there are few architects of either sex 
who can identify themselves so sensibly 
and sympathetically with the ordinary 
man and woman (if I may so describe 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryant)—and the architec- 
tural feminists will be as pleased as Judy! 
Basi, MARRIOTT. 


OBITUARY 
F. N. WEIGHTMAN, FRIBA 
WE RECORD with regret the death, at 
the age of 72, of Mr. Frederick Norman 
Weightman, FRIBA. He was a partner 
in the Newcastle-on-Tyne firm of 
Mauchlen and Weightman. 


WILLIAM 3. HALL, FRICS 

WE REGRET to record the death, 
occurred on June 7, at a nursing home in 
Brentwood, Essex, of Mr. William J. Hall 
FRICS. He was 68. 

Mr. Hall was elected a Fellow of the 
Surveyors’ Institution in 1922 and at the 
time of his death was senior partner of 
Messrs. Cross and Hall, Westminster. 


whicl 


The practice is being carried on by the 
remaining partners. 


THOMAS HENRY SMITH, FRIBA 

We announce with regret the death which 
took place at Brighton on June 19 of Mr 
Thomas Henry Smith, FRIBA. Mr. Smith 
was 81. Formerly a partner in the firm of 
Brewer, Smith and Brewer, architects, of 
Richmond, Surrey, he was elected a Licentiate 
of the RIBA in 1932 and a Fellow the following 


year. 
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West view, showing large dining-room window. 


NAAFI CLUB, PARK STREET, LINCOLN 


Architects ;: MESSRS. JOSEPH, FF RIBA 

Consulting Engineers for Heating, 
Ventilation and Electrical Work : 
HANDCOCK AND DYKES 


: WILLIAM MOSS AND SONS, LTD 


Consulting Structural Engineer : 
W. V. ZINN, BSc, MICE 
Quantity Surveyors : 


THORNTON FIRKIN AND PARTNERS Builders 
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from the north-west. 


tail of main (north) entrance. 
View 
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HE NAAFI Club at Lincoln is bounded 
on the west by Mint-lane and on the 
north by Park-street. The building was com- 
pleted in December last and opened by 
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh. There are 
complete club facilities consisting of restaur- 
ant, ballroom, reading and writing room, 
lounge, games room, tavern and _ barber’s 
shop, and music room. ‘There is a flat at 
third-floor level for the use of the manager. 


There was a fall from north to south and, 
for this reason, the restaurant and kitchen, 
etc., are at a lower level than the main ground 
floor. Owing to the nature of the subsoil in 
Lincoln, it was found necessary to carry the 
building on bored piles which were capped 
off to provide bases for the stanchions. The 
steel frame is clothed with 9-in. walls and a 
cavity, closed on the interior with special 
partition blocks. The whole of the brickwork 
externally to the main elevation is carried out 
in 2-in. bricks and the stone dressings are in 
Ancaster stone. The windows to the principal 
elevations are double hung sashes with metal 
casements elsewhere. 

Special finishes are given in the principal 
rooms and staircase, the former being panelled 
in hardwood or lined with rexine. The stair- 
case walls and linings are lined with polished 
terrazzo. ‘The club entrance is in Park-street 
and the kitchen and _ staff entrance and 
receiving bay is on the Mint-lane frontage. 

The tavern, ballroom, restaurant and 
kitchen have extract ventilation. The 
floors and walls of the kitchen are tiled 
throughout and the ceiling treated with a 
special plastic paint to prevent condensation. 
The whole club was furnished by the furn- 
ishing branch of NAAFI, in co-operation with 
the architects. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers engaged on 
the work were as follows: 

Structural steelwork, Redpath Brown ; patent 
hollow floor and flat roofs, Kleine Co., Ltd. ; 
facing bricks, G. Tucker and Sons, Ltd. ; joinery 
in windows and doors, and panelling, Rippers, 
Ltd., Wm. Moss and Sons, Ltd. ; electric light 
fittings, Troughton and Young (Lighting), Ltd. ; 
hot water and heating installation, Young Austen 
and Young, Ltd. ; electrical installation, Elec- 
trical Installations, Ltd.; asphalt roofing and 
flooring, General Asphalte Co., Ltd.; patent 
paropa flat roofing, Frazzi, Ltd.; bored pile 
foundations, Cementation, Ltd. ; metal rolling 
shutter, Shutter Contractors, Ltd. ; suspended 
ceiling to quiet room, Anderson Construction 
Co., Ltd. : steel windows, W. James and Co., 
Ltd. ; metal shutter to bar, Haskins ;_ spherical 
glass domes, Aygee, Ltd.; wall tiling and 
terrazzo paving, Carter and Sons (London), 
Ltd.; frame to screen in entrance, Lenscrete 
Ltd.; faience tiling to tavern, Shaws Glazed 
Brick Co., Ltd.; balcony railing and_ balus- 
trading, J. Starkie Gardner, Ltd.; cork tile 
flooring and cork wall tiling, G. Stephenson ; 
cafeteria counter and catering equipment, Gardner 
and Gulland ; goods and service lifts, Hammond 
and Champness, Ltd.; Ancaster stonework, 
Gregory Quarries ; ironmongery, Nettlefold and 
Moser, Ltd.; wood block and strip flooring, 
Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; fittings to bar tavern equip- 
ment, Gaskell and Chambers, Ltd.; sanitary 
fittings, Shanks and Co.; rexine (wall lining to 
restaurant and dance hall), I.C.I.; suspended 
ceiling to dance hall, Gyproc Products, Ltd. ; 
opening gear to metal windows, Guildford Glass 
and Metal Works, Ltd.; cold storage, Inter- 
national Refrigeration, Ltd. ; electric clocks 
and loudspeaker, Magneta Time Co., Ltd. 
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Above : Detail of handrail and balustrade to main stairs. The 
handrail and fluted balusters are anodised aluminium. Round 
balusters are painted turquoise. 


Below : View of landing of main stair. The suspended fluorescent 
lighting fitting is screened by a basket-work shade. 
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Ground- and mezzanine-floor plans. 
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First- and second-floor flans. 
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Main entrance hall. Below: A view of the tavern, which has a faience dado plastex-painted above. A 
portcullis shutter in one section encloses service. The floor is of shingle tiles. Miss Primrose Harley painted the 
mural. 
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Reading and writing room, which is panelled in waxed elm. All radiators are flush, of the Vectair type. Below: The 

restaurant, the walls of which are lined with wine-coloured textured rexine. Pilasters are in mushroom-coloured tiles and 

the upper portion of the walls and the ceiling are finished in blush plastex paint. Floor is in panels of shingle tiles. The 
furnishing and curtains are in harmony with the decoration. 
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The ballroom, in which the walls are lined in two colours of rexine and the woodwork is waxed cedar. Below : Panelled in 
walnut, the lounge has an Ancaster stone fireplace with a motif of wallpaper over. Here again basket-work decorates the 
lighting fittings. j 








NAAFI CLUB, PARK STREET, LINCOLN 
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REINSTATEMENT AT 
RICHMOND TOWN HALL: 
The Council Chamber 


Architects : 
GORDON JEEVES, F/ARIBA 


Quantity Surveyors : 
RIDER HUNT AND PARTNERS 


Clerk of Works : 
A. V. B. WILLIAMS 


Builders : 
PERCY BILTON, LTD. 
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HE Council Chamber is of late seventeenth century 
design, the panelling being of English selected oak. 
The inner windows were incorporated to counteract the 
noise from outside the building and to assist the air con- 
ditioning of the room. The decorative ceiling is of 
fibrous plaster with circular enriched ceiling bands. A 
fibrous plaster cove above the carved oak cornice conceals 
the indirect lighting which is supplemented by the three 
carved oak candelabras. ‘The curtains are of fine quality 
velvet. 


The carpet is of fine quality Wilton, the centre portion 
being removable so that it can be used for private functions 
where dancing space is required. A new oak floor has 
been laid in the centre portion. The furniture is con- 
structed of oak in keeping with the panelling. The chairs 
are covered in best quality Vaumol hide embossed in gilt 
with the Royal Borough Coat of Arms. Following is a list 
of sub-contractors : 


Council chamber interior decoration, Hampton and Sons, Ltd. ; 
electrical installation, South Eastern Electricity Brd.; stonework, 
J. Bysouth, Ltd.; glazing, H. G. Shepherd; lantern lights, Lenscrete, 
Ltd.; asphalt work, Excel Asphalte Co., Ltd.; plastering, Lucasa ; 
precast concrete, Joseph Mears; joinery, H. E. Taylor; sanitary 
ware, Stitson’s Sanitary Fittings, Ltd.; plumbing, H. Bonner. 





False ceilings, Steel Bracketing and Lathing, Ltd.; flush doors, 
Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd.; terrazzo, Coduri Flooring Co., Ltd.; com- 
position flooring, Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd.; reinforced concrete, 
Caxton Floors, Ltd.; slating, E. F. Williams, Ltd.; copper roof, 
Holloway Metal Roofs ;_ central heating, Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd. ; 
gas installation, North Thames Gas Brd. ; lightning conductor, W. J. 
Furse, Ltd.; ironmongery, James Gibbons, Ltd.; external cleaning, 
Szerelmey; intercom. telephones, Dictagraph Telephones, Ltd. ; 
wall finishes, Vitretex (England), Ltd.; french polishing, G. Billing 
and Co. ; public notices, Lettering Centre ; fire extinguishers, Minimax, 
Ltd.; Hoptonwood stone, Fenning and Co., Ltd. ; rebuilding the clock, 
John Smith and Co., Ltd. 





Detail of a carved oak candelabra. 
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First- and second-floor plans. 
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View of Mayor’s dais. 





REINSTATEMENT AT 
RICHMOND TOWN HALL : 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 


Detail of entrance to Ceuncil Chamber. 
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Locks under construction for the East Polder. 


AN IMPRESSION OF THE ZUYDER ZEE 
RECLAMATION WORKS 


By R. W. PORTER, FCIS, ASAA, AIMTA, Director, Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 


NE of the best pointers to the character 

of the Dutch people can be found in 
the Zuyder Zee works. This battle with the 
sea calls for courage, stubborn determina- 
tion, long and patient toil and outstanding 
engineering skill. 

Most people in this country have heard 
of the Zuyder Zee, some know a little of 
the immense reclamation scheme now in pro- 
gress and a few have been privileged to see 
it at first hand and hear from Dutch engin- 
eers an account of this breathtaking enter- 
prise. The members of the party from the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers who recently visited Holland were 
fortunate to have arranged for them by the 
Dutch Building Employers’ Federation an 
extensive tour of the works, and the impres- 
sions of this visit will long remain in our 
memories. 

As an introduction to the Zuyder Zee 
works we were shown, before our actual 
visit to the area, two films made for the 
Rijkswaterstaat by the Government Informa- 
tion Service. These films, with English 
dialogue, gave a very clear impression of the 
great work that had already been accom- 
plished and the vast task that lay ahead. 
As we saw on the screen the struggle to 
close the final gap in the enclosing dam and 
the fields of corn in polders now under 
culiivation, we looked forward eagerly to the 
visit which had been arranged for us. 


History of the Scheme 


Before the 16th century, the sea broke 
through the protecting dunes on the coast of 
Holland, and although there was no further 
major encroachment the vast area under 
water presented a problem for many genera- 
tions. The reclamation of a number of lakes 
took place over the years, but it was not 
until 1918, after the storms and floods of 
1916, that a Bill was passed to put in hand 
the work of shutting off the Zuyder Zee 
from the North Sea and reclaiming part of 
it for agricultural purposes. 

From 1923 to 1925 the first stage of the 


work was carried out—the building of a 
dam 14 miles long from the coast of North 
Holland to the island of Wieringer. The 
next stage, the immense enclosing dam 20 
miles long, took five years, the work being 
completed in 1932. In our tour we travelled 
along this dam, which is over 20 ft. above 
sea level and is over 100 ft. wide at the top, 
allowing for a fine 20 ft. road, a cycle and 
pedestrian track and room for a double rail- 
way track which will be built later. The 
construction cost of the dam, which is close 
on 300 ft. wide at sea level, exceeded £20m. 
There are two sets of locks for shipping and 
two series of sluices to regulate the water 
level of the Zuyder Zee—two sets of five 
sluices at the east end and three sets at the 
west end, each sluice being 13 yards wide. 


There is a fine monument on the dam with 
an observation tower which provides a com- 
manding view of the dam in either direction. 
The story of the fight to seal off the final 
gap is of epic quality and the inscription on 
the monument aptly sums up the significance 
of the sacrifices made: “A nation that lives 
—builds for its future.” 

The North Sea having been finally shut out 
in 1932, the Zuyder Zee became in some six 
years a tideless freshwater lake fed by the 
River Ijssel and was renamed the Ijssel Meer. 
It is intended eventually to limit the Jake 
to 312,000 acres, when it will be a reservoir 
or catchment area with an intricate system 
of irrigation for the whole area. The average 
depth of the enclosed area is 12 to 15 ft., and 
the first stage in reclamation started in 1927 
with the Wieringermeer Polder of almost 
50,000 acres. The system in reclaiming these 
polders is relatively simple in principle. The 
area is enclosed and pumped dry, drained 
and then cultivated. The magnitude of the 
task can be judged by the fact that it was 
1930 before this first polder was enclosed 
and drained. Before the final draining, deep 
channels were dredged, so that canals were 
available for transport and for draining-off 
the land. Once the Iand was workable, 
25,000 miles of ditches were dug. The soil 
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had a salt content and the deep drainage 
hastened its removal. 

We visited this polder after inspecting the 
enclosing dam and saw on every side 
evidence of intensive cultivation and apy. 
cultural prosperity. It was difficult to 
realise that in April, 1945, the Germans hag 
flooded this polder from the Ijssel Meg, 
fortunately without loss of life. The Duteh 
capacity to fight back is shown in the follow. 
ing dates—by August, 1945, the gaps Were 
sealed and pumping started; the ground was 
dry by the end of the year, and jn April 
1946, sowing was in progress. This was 
possible because the Ijssel Meer in 1945 yas 
no longer salt. 


The North-East Polder 


Part of our tour took us across the North. 
East Polder and as we travelled along the 
metalled roads, of which there are some 3) 
miles, and saw field upon field of Sprouting 
corn and pastures with sleek grazing cattle 
we could hardly believe that we were 
between 15 to 20 ft. below sea level and 
that only in 1942 (ie., during the Occupa- 
tion) the work of reclamation had been 
finished. This polder, covering 120,000 acres, 
was a five-year job, the enclosing dyke being 
35 miles long. There are three main 
ing stations, together with locks for shipping 
which in a year clear 10,000 ships totalling 
over Im. tons. 

In creating this new area the lessons of 
Wieringermeer Polder were carefully noted, 
The farms are from 30 to 120 acres in size, 
but it was not until 1947 that the Govem- 
ment started to lease them to suitable farmer 
tenants. The Government had cultivated 
and prepared the Jand on a scientific basis 
since the reclamation had been completed 
in 1942, so that the farmers would have a 
fair chance by starting on good soil. Pro- 
duction methods are really up to date, and 
by means of farmers’ associations the latest 
machinery is available for hire. In this 
polder there is at Ens the largest grass dry- 
ing installation in Europe. Leasing was 
decided upon in preference to selling, since 
the Government did not want the economic 
farms units to be divided up among sons 
on the farmer’s death. 

We passed through the principal town of 
Emmeloord, the ultimate population of 
which is intended to be 10,000. The whol 
polder will sustain 50,000 and round the 
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View from the observation tower of the 
dyke linking the coast of North Holland 
with the island of Wieringer. 





cape 


50 f 


539 





SOLAS MALIA LA PLP 


> 
ae. 


‘a7, 





he latest 

In this 
rass dry- 
sing was 





morning. 
dredgers, 





june 26 1953 


town, with all the administrative 
fices and social and cultural amenities, 
pe will be a ring of 10 villages. The 
countryside looked prosperous and well 
iqrigated and the landscape was dotted with 
ihe large barns combined wth farmhouses 
ghich are so familiar to the Dutch scene. 
the soil is apparently heavier than on the 
jst polder, its composition being 80 per 
ent. “very good” as against 70 per cent. in 
Wieringermieer. More rapid cultivation was 

ssible because it had been reclaimed 
py the time the Ijssel Meer had turned to 
fresh water. ; 
To complete the picture we were now to 
ge the works in progress on the new East 


Polder. 


The East Polder 

Work on the third polder (East) started 
in 1950 and the area will be 133,000 acres. 
One of the bases of operation is Harder- 
vijk, where we embarked on a launch with 
one of the engineers as our guide. Part of 
the 56-mile dyke at present under construc- 
ion stretches out to the open lake from 
Harderwijk, and we sailed several miles out 
along the dyke already completed. The 
method of construction is to dredge a chan- 
nel 3 ft. deep and 180 ft. wide, at the rate 
of 250 tons per minute. This removes the 
‘silt and forms a reasonably sound base for 
the boulder clay which is then deposited in 
two dams between which sand is pumped 
‘from the bottom of the lake. The boulder 
cay is dredged from the Ijssel Meer near 
Urk. As the dyke is built up to water level, 
brishwood mattresses are deposited and 
‘covered with stones to protect and consoli- 
date the “toe.” The top of the dyke is 
capped with basalt blocks from Germany 
‘and then finished off with concrete blocks. 
‘The dyke is 165 ft. wide at the base and 
§0 ft. wide at the top. 

An average of 2,000 men are at present 
‘employed and the rigours of the work could 
be well imagined even on a bright sunny 
morning. When we inspected the dyke 14 
dredgers, 10 floating cranes, 178 barges and 
59 tugs were in use. 

The enclosure should be completed in 1955 
and it should take close on a year to pump 
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the polder dry. Three large pumping stations 
will be operating at the rate of close on a 
million gallons a minute. There will also 
be locks for shipping, the largest taking boats 
of up to 600 tons. It is expected that it 
will take two years to cultivate the soil 
adequately for farming, bringing the com- 
pletion date to 1958. Experience of the two 
previous polders will be turned to profitable 
account in this new venture. There is in 
addition a further natural advantage — the 
soil is 96 per cent. “ very good.” Land for 
agricultural purposes will be let in plots of 
approximately 60 to 75 acres. 


This polder will have 45 miles of main 
roads and 25 miles of second class roads 
apart from extensive unclassified roads. 
Development of towns and villages will be 
carefully balanced and a rich and full life 
will be enjoyed by the inhabitants of this 
new polder. 


The total cost is estimated to be close on 
£64m.—£29m. for “hydraulic” work and 
£35m. for agricultural work, including farm 
buildings. In 1950, £2m. of Marshall Aid 
assisted the launching of this new project. 
The East Polder will be separated from the 
mainland by the Veluwe Meer, a lake which 
will measure at its widest less than two 
miles across. This will be cut off from the 
Ijssel Meer by locks and sluices on which 
work is proceeding at the moment. 


The Future of the Works 


When will this gigantic task end? After 
the East Polder is finished in 1958 there will 
follow the West Polder (133,000 acres) and 
the South Polder (111,000 acres). By 1975 
it is hoped that the work will be complete 
and over 4m. acres rescued from the sea. 
This will add some 10 per cent. to the culti- 
vable area of the Netherlands. 


There will be links between each polder 
(e.g., a bridge 3 mile long will link the East 
and North-East Polder) and the four new 
polders will constitute the 12th province of 
Holland with the capital town of Lelystad 
(in the East Polder) with a projected popula- 
tion of 30,000. 


The back of the problem has certainly 
been broken, but many difficulties have still 
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Plan of the East Polder. 


Enclosure should be completed in 1955, and it is expected 


that it will take a year to pump the polder dry. 
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to be met. An example of this is the seep- 
age of water from the higher mainland to 
the lower polders which is being counter- 
acted by carefully sited canals. 


It is difficult to realise that one-fifth of 
Holland lies below the average sea level 
and that half the country is saved from 
inundation in times of storm only by an 
elaborate system of dykes and sea defences. 
When one remembers the size of the Nether- 
lands and the country’s population and 
resources, this tremendous task of winning 
and keeping land from the sea commands 
our profound admiration and respect. 


FIBRE BUILDING BOARD 
DEVELOPMENT 


Aims of New Organisation Defined 


G PEAKING at the inaugural luncheon of 

the Fibre Building Board Development 
Organisation, which was held at Apothe- 
caries Hall, London, E.C.4, on June 17, 
Mr. E. P. LAWRENCE, the chairman, said 
that the objects of the organisation were 
obvious from its title, and it was interesting 
to note that in it were represented not only 
the manufacturers situated in the United 
Kingdom, but practically all the manufac- 
turers in Europe; at least one from Canada 
and eventually, they hoped, others from the 
western hemisphere. It was a manufacturers’ 
organisation and the governing council con- 
sisted of three representatives from the 
Building Board Manufacturers’ Association, 
three from the Fibre Board Agents’ Associa- 
tion and three from the Insulation, Building 
and Hard Board Association. 


The industry had expanded considerably 
since 1939, and an increase in consumption 
of 100 per cent. from 1938 to 1951 had 
occurred. Nevertheless, further expansion 
=. not be expected to take place without 
effort. 


“We shall endeavour to make the man in 
the street realise what he has been missing 
all these years by not appreciating the whole 
and true value of fibre building board,” 
declared Mr. Lawrence. “We shall offer 
a service to the architect, engineer and 
designer, and we will provide them with 
factual and unbiased information. A similar 
service will be extended to the user, whether 
he be large or small.” 


Whilst fibre board was a comparatively 
simple material to use, the results obtained 
in some quarters were, to say the least, no 
great advertisements for them, as witness the 
Coronation stands, many of which were 
beginning to look sadly dilapidated. They 
wanted to be sure that the right type of 
board was used in the right place and in the 
right manner. 


Mr. C. W. ANDERSON, president, WIDMA, 
said that in any successful campaign to pro- 
mote the greater use of building board it was 
vital to get the co-operation of the distribu- 
tors. He referred to the present over- 
production of building board, which, he said, 
was a world-wide problem. There was a 
need for reasonable stability in the price of 
building board if the distributors were to be 
able to play their part in the campaign. 


Afterwards, Mr.° BAsit MARRIOTT, 
LRIBA, technical director of FBBDO, told a 
representative of The Builder that one of 
their first aims was to establish building 
board as a material in its own right, and not 
as a substitute for other materials which 
might be in short supply. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATION IN 
BUILDING 


ECE Assembly meets in Geneva 


MAJOR effort to develop continuing 

co-operation for more and better 
building will be made by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), 
which meets in Geneva to-day (June 25), 
when government and private experts from 
nearly all countries of Western Europe are 
to create an International Council for 
Research and Documentation in Building. 
They are also to discuss and establish a pro- 
gramme of work for the new organisation— 
to provide for international collaboration 
in experimental research, in studies and the 
application of the results of research, and 
in documentation. The assembly ends on 
June 30. 

The over-all aim is “to promote progress 
in building, and particularly housing, by 
improving quality, reducing costs and in- 
creasing productivity.” 

Objectives of the Organisation 

The objectives of the International Council 
for Research and Documentation in Build- 
ing, as stated in its proposed constitution, 
are as follows: 

{i) The primary purpose of the Inter- 
national Council shall, be to encourage, 
facilitate and develop international co- 
operation in the fields of building research, 
studies, and the application of the results 
of research, and documentation, covering 
not only the technical aspects of building, 
but economic and social factors as well. 

(ii) The International Council shall 
further the amicable co-ordination of the 
activities of existing international non- 
governmental organisations by endeavour- 
ing to fill in any gaps and to prevent the 
duplication of such activities; facilitate 
by all appropriate means co-operation 
between study and research bodies, tech- 
nicians, scientists and users; and propose 
or take such action as may be necessary 
to integrate their efforts. The Inter- 
national Council shall at the same time 
make it its duty to promote the develop- 
ment of building studies, research and 
documentation. 

(iii) The International Council shall 
likewise endeavour to encourage, facili- 
tate and co-ordinate exchanges of such 
documentation and information between 
different countries and between the inter- 
national non-governmental organisations 
concerned; to co-ordinate the activities of 
national centres or committees for build- 
ing documentation, and promote their 
establishment where they do not as yet 
exist; to contribute to the establishment 
of common principles in respect of ter- 
minology, classification and methods of 
arranging and presenting building docu- 
mentation. 

(iv) The International Council shall 
develop co-operation between the various 
countries by promoting, facilitating and, 
where necessary, arranging meetings and 
direct contact between interested bodies 
and individuals. It.may itself carry out 
such international studies, research or 
documentary work as are of service to 
its members. 

(v) In general, the International Council 
shall use its best endeavours, within the 
limits of its competence, to promote pro- 
gress in building, and particularly housing 
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by improving quality, reducing costs and 
increasing productivity. 


A Working Conference 

While the purpose of the assembly is to 
constitute formally the new council and to 
draw up and adopt a programme of work 
for it, the assembly will be essentially a 
working conference to provide a forum for 
experts from governments, the building 
industry, labour, the professions and others 
to join in a common effort with the, building 
research specialists and documentalists to 
stimulate and facilitate further progress in 
housing and building. 

The General Assembly is expected to dis- 
cuss current problems in the fields of experi- 
mental research, studies, and the application 
of the results of research and documenta- 
tion. The-discussion will be based on papers 
which are being prepared especially for this 
occasion by prominent European housing 
and building experts. In the light of this 
discussion, rapporteurs are expected to draft 
specific proposals for internationa] co-opera- 
tion in the three fields mentioned. Some 20 
papers will be before the assembly. 

The International Council for Building 
Documentation, whose activities are expected 
to be taken over by the proposed research 
and documentation council, was formally 
constituted on the initiative of the ECE 
Housing Sub-Committee in October, 1950, 
as a new international non-governmental 
organisation, with its headquarters and 
secretariat in Paris. 

M. André Marini (France) is chairman of 
the sub-committee and president of the 
council, and Dr. F. M. Lea (director, BRS) 
represents the United Kingdom. 


WOOLWORTH STORE, OXFORD 
Minister Gives Approval 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has granted the appeal of 
Messrs. F. W. Woolworth and Co., Ltd., 
against the refusal by Oxford City Council 
of planning permission to build a store on 
the site of the Clarendon Hotel and Morris 
Garages, Ltd., in Cornmarket-street, Oxford. 
He has informed the Council that he will 
permit the erection of a multiple store with 
office accommodation on the site, subject to 
the condition that the siting, design and ex- 
ternal appearance shall be agreed with the 
local planning authority, or failing that, 
determined by himself. Although he does 
not dissent from the council’s views that the 
amount of hotel accommodation in Oxford 
is inadequate, it appears to him that the pre- 
mises are not likely to be used again for that 
purpose. 

So far as traffic is concerned, the Minister 
says that the removal of the garages, with the 
consequent lessening of the amount of traffic 
entering or leaving Cornmarket-street at that 
point, is likely to improve rather than worsen 
traffic conditions there. Any increase in the 
number of pedestrians in Cornmarket-street 
as a result of the new store is not, he says, 
a conclusive reason for not allowing the pro- 
posed development. Deliveries to the rear 
of the store might create difficulties, but the 
Minister has noted the intention of the com- 
pany to provide a loading bay and is satisfied 
that the difficulties are not insuperable. 

The Minister says that provided the build- 
ing is carefully designed—and he has noted 
the appellants’ offers in that respect—there 
is insufficient reason to refuse permission for 
the proposed development. 

It is understood that the conversion will 
be carried out as soon as a building licence 
is made available. 
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BUILDING RESEARCY 
Advisory Council’s Report 


THE SECOND REpPoRT of the Adyj 
Council (to the Ministry of Works) on Bujld- 
ing Research and Development (Stationery 
Office, price 1s. 3d.) covers the Coungi!; 
activities from 1949 to 1952. 


The council surveys each year the entire 
known programme of building research jp 
the United Kingdom. The report describes 
the preparation of this programme and how 
the views of bodies representative of the 
industry and professions are obtained on it, 
and gives the council’s main comments and 
recommendations as a result of its scrutin 
of the programmes for 1951-52 and 1952-53, 


An account is also given of the arrange. 
ments for communicating the results of 


research and development to the building’ 


industry and of the measures recommended 
by the council to stimulate, as well as to 
satisfy, the demand for technical information, 


A list of the titles in the principal series 
of Government publications on building, 
details of lectures arranged by the Ministry 
of Works during 1951-52, and a list of techni. 


cal information officers of the Ministry of | 


Works, are given in the appendices to the 
report, 


ARCHITECTURAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


Exhibition to be Arranged 


Elgon Royal Institute of British Architects 

and the Royal Photographic Society 
are collaborating in the preparation of an 
exhibition of architectural photographs 
of contemporary and historical subjects, 
This exhibition is one of a series which 
has been planned by the Royal Photo- 
graphic Society to celebrate the centenary 
of the foundation of the Society. 

The exhibition is to be shown at the 
RIBA headquarters, 66, Portland-place, 
W1, from October 9-29, and entries are 
invited without entrance fee from both 
professional and amateur photographers 
under the following heads :— 


Section 1.—Historical architectural sub- 
jects: (a) Monochrome prints or trans- 
parencies, (b) Colour prints or trans- 
parencies. 


Section 2.—Contemporary architectural 
subjects: (a) Monochrome prints or 
transparencies, (6) Colour prints or trans- 
parencies. 

One of the objects of the exhibition is 
to assist architects in different parts of 
the country to obtain photographs of good 
quality. Photographs of contemporary 
subjects will be particularly welcome. 

The following architects and _photo- 
graphers will form the Selection Com- 
mittee :— 

RIBA Representatives: Mr. G. S. 
Inglefield, ARIBA, Mr. Howard V. Lobb, 
CBE, FRIBA, Mr. Norman Westwood, 
FRIBA. Royal Photographic Society 
Representatives: Mr. K. H. Gaseltine, 
FRPS, Miss Margaret Harker, FRP%, 
Mr. Sydney Newbery, FRPS. 

The closing date for entries is August 24, 
1953, and those intending to submit 
material are asked to write to the secre- 
tary, Royal Photographic Society, 16, 
Princes Gate, London, SW7, who 
supply entry forms and further particulars. 
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Fees for the Single House 


Te question of revising architects’ fees 
for the design of a single house was 
fiscussed at a meeting of the Architects’ 
Registration Council of the United King- 
dom, held on June 19, at which Mr. E. D. 
|efferiss Matthews presided. 

The matter was raised by Mr. VINCENT 
Burk, who said that in a recent leading 
gtice in The Builder (May 15) ways of 
pinging architectural services within the 
means of the prospective owner of the small 
house were discussed. The £4,000 house 
day, it was pointed out, may involve its 
owner in architects’ fees of not less than 
40, with another £120 for the quantity 
surveyor if quantities are required or de- 
ired. It was suggested that a scheme should 
be devised to bring to prospective small 
house owners the advantages of professional 
srvices at a cost they would be willing to 
incur. 

Mr. Burr, continuing to refer to the lead- 
ing article, said that it was suggested that 
there was considerable public demand for 
architects’ house designs, but that the fees 
asked were more than many could afford. 
Mr. Burr went on:— 

“It is obvious, I am sure, to all of us 
that to allow such a state of affairs with 
regard to fee cutting as suggested by The 
Builder would be not only impracticable, 
but dangerous. All architects are bound by 
the Code, and I do not suppose that, in 
revising the Code as we are now doing, we 
are likely to allow architects to charge just 
what they wish to suit the circumstances! 

“Obviously, serious consideration should 
be given by this council, which represents 
the whole of the architectural profession, to 
this question of fees, and I am of opinion 
that we should have incorporated in the re- 
vised Code of Professional Conduct our own 
scale of fees. There is always a risk, as 
matters now stand, of the fees of the various 
institutes and associations differing from one 
— matter which is most undesir- 
able. 


Four Divisions of Fees 


“With regard to the specific matter 
raised by The Builder, I have given a little 
thought to this and it seems to me that the 
case would be met if the fees were divided 
into the following sections :— 

“(a) Preparing sketch design and making 
approximate estimate of cost; (b) preparing 
sketch design and working drawings to + in. 
scale; (c) obtaining various consents and 
building licence (if necessary); (d) general 
supervision as defined in the Scale of 
Charges, including issuing certificates for 
Payment and passing and certifying accounts. 

“You will remember that in-the Scale of 
Charges sanctioned by the various bodies 
certain divisions of fees are given, but only 
on the basis of abandoned or deferred work. 
My suggestion, you will note, is different 
from this.” 

Mr. Burr said that he did not wish at that 
moment to put forward a formal proposi- 
tion, He wanted to hear the views of the 
council on the matter. 

In a short discussion which followed Mr. 
Burr's remarks, several speakers expressed 
views in favour of an adjustment being made 
in the scale of fees to the mutual advantage 
of architects and those who sought their ser- 
vies. Others thought that it was wrong to 
Make a special scale of fees for one particu- 

type of architecture only. 
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One suggestion put forward was that a 
lower scale might be introduced on similar 
lines to the system already in operation 
whereby the fees payable to architects en- 
gaged on state-aided housing schemes are 
based on a lower rate. 
on the Law Society’s Poor Persons’ basis. 

A point which, it was stated, was not fully 
appreciated by those who went to the builder 
for their plans instead of to the architect, 
was that some one had to be paid for pre- 
paring a design, even if it was a member of 
the builder’s staff. 

The view of one speaker who said that 
many young architects with no office ex- 
penses or staff to pay could make a good liv- 
ing out of planning houses on reduced fees, 
was not shared by Mr. Montagu Evans. He 
did not think an architect could make a 
reasonable living if the fees were cut. 

A further suggestion was that the council 
should leave the matter in abeyance until it 
was known what form the RIBA’s revision of 
fees was going to take. 

It was finally decided to refer the matter 
to the Professional Purposes Committee. 


New Applicants 


The council approved the recommenda- 
tion of the Admission Committee that 272 
applicants be admitted to the Register. Of 
these, 268 qualified by examination under 
section 6(1)(c) of the Principal Act and four 
qualified under section 6(1)(d) of the Prin- 
cipal Act, and regulation 26(a)(3)—archi- 
tects resigned, seeking readmission. 

The Board further reported that they have 
appointed the following to constitute the 
General Purposes Committee: Messrs. D. 
H. Beaty-Pownall, F. Chippindale, (Dr.) T. 
J. Drakeley, R. O. Foster, Evelyn Freeth, 
J. Kenneth Hicks, A. Douglas Jones, D. H. 
McMorran, E. Maynard Potts, J. E. Ralph, 
T. E. Scott, J. S. Walkden. 

The council approved the Board’s recom- 
mendation to award for the year 1953-54 
17 new scholarships. They were granted 
as follows (the schools of architecture which 
students will attend are given in parenthe- 
ses):— 

J. A. Barrow (Architectural Association), 
D. Birnbaum (Bartlett School of Architec- 
ture, University of London), D. S. Broad- 
bent (Sheffield University), R. G. Carlisle 
(Royal Technical College, Glasgow), G. 
Christie (Royal Technical College, Glasgow), 
W. J. W. Clark (Aberdeen School of Archi- 
tecture), W. Gillitt (Architectural Associa- 
tion), F. R. Harper (King’s College, New- 
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castle-on-Tyne), S. Hendy (King’s College, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne). 

A. D. C. Hyland (Bartlett School of 
Architecture, University of London), C. R. 
Partridge (Polytechnic, Regent-street, Lon- 
don), C. M. Pilcher (Architectural Associa- 
tion), A. J. Ross (Aberdeen School. of Archi- 
tecture), S. D. Russell (University of Liver- 
pool), D. J. Syder (University of Liverpool), 
K. H. Wagland (Manchester University), J. 
B. Wright (Leeds School of Architecture). 

The sub-committee on the Revision of the 
Code have held five meetings and hope to 
conclude their work in time for report to the 
council in October in order that a revised 
draft of the Code may be finally confirmed 
by the council in December, with a view to 
publication early in the New Year. 


Professional Conduct 


The committee further reported that they 
had considered a complaint that a company, 
in which an architect held nearly a quarter 
of the issued capital, were carrying on busi- 
ness as designers of buildings, consultants 
and draughtsmen. There was no architect 
on the board of the company, and conse- 
quently it could not be said that an archi- 
tect was carrying on his practice in the form 
of a limited liability company, nor were the 
company practising under the title of archi- 
tects. The committee were accordingly of 
opinion that no action could be taken in the 
matter. 

The committee submitted for the con- 
sideration of the solicitor-complainant a 
complaint that an architect had published 
the title of “Registered Architect” in a 
Press advertisement of his firm as auction- 
eers. The solicitor-complainant was of the 
opinion that the matter was not sufficiently 
serious to amount to disgraceful conduct, 
and accordingly returned the matter to the 
committee, who have drawn the attention of 
the architect to the matter, and informed 
him that he must not permit the title 
“ Architect” to appear in an advertisement 
of his business as surveyor and auctioneer. 

The committee have considered a com- 
plaint that an architect also carrying on 
business as an auctioneer had permitted the 
affix “FFAS” to appear in an advertise- 
ment in the Press relating to the house 
agency business of his firm. The architect 
had been warned that the use of an affix 
denoting that he is an architect was not per- 
missible in an advertisement. The archi- 
tect had undertaken to give immediate atten- 
tion to the matter. 








CORONATION BRICK.—This brick has been designed and produced by The Sussex and Dorking 


United Brick Companies, Ltd., for marking Coronation year. 


It is being made in all 


colours and types, and with the design being on the face of the brick it would be possible to 
incorporate it in most buildings. 
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NFBTE AT SCARBOROUGH 


Builders keeping their Promise 
Says NFBTE President 


ITHE latest housing figures show that 

building trades employers are keeping 
their promise that, with extra materials, 
there would be more building in 1953 than 
in 1952, said Mr. WILFRED HOoRSFALL, 
president of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, at the half- 
yearly meeting of the Federation at Scar- 
borough on June 24 Jast. 

The fact that the production of cement 
and bricks is now higher than at any time 
since the war shows that the manufacturers 
are well on the way towards complete 
recovery after many years of interference 
from the centre. We are, however, still 
experiencing difficulties regarding these two 
materials, but the encouragement of an 
expanding building programme will, I think, 
stimulate the manufacturers to intensify their 
efforts to deliver the goods and so help 
building output to increase still further. In 
the meantime, we must help by placing our 
orders in advance, by being economical, and, 
so far as the building owner and the architect 
will allow us, by using substitute materials 
whenever and wherever we can. 

We hope that before long the licensing 
limits will again be raised, and that the free 
enterprise builder will be given the greater 
scope foreshadowed by the Chancellor in 
his Budget speech, when he said that we 
must enter a new phase in our housing policy 
in which private enterprise must play a pro- 
gressively bigger part and thus proportion- 
ately relieve the Exchequer. We want all 
controls removed, including the restriction 
on the use of timber; we want a ban placed 
on the compulsory acquisition of builders’ 
land by local authorities, and we want those 
authorities made to behave reasonably, as 
they are empowered to do under the New 
Streets Act. 

The numbers of houses built and under 
construction by free enterprise builders are 
higher than at any time since the war, but 
there are still too many houses being built 
by local authorities for occupation by people 
whose means are such that they cannot 
justify claims to subsidies given at the 
expense of those who are paying their own 
way and often living in inferior accom- 
modation. 


Interim Report 


HE interim report of the National 

Federation of Building Trades Employ- 

ers was presented by the officers and council 

at the half-yearly meeting of the Federation, 

held at Scarborough on June 24 last. 

The following is a summary of the main 
subjects dealt with in the report. 


General Situation 


The interim report begins with a review 
of the general economic situation, and it is 
pointed out that for many years, despite the 
successive changes in Government policy, 
the building industry has experienced a con- 
tinuously high level of activity. The pent- 
up demand resulting from the ban on civil 
building during the war, reconstruction of 
war damage, the programme for industrial 
expansion and the requirements of the Wel- 
fare State in the spheres of housing, health 
and education have all contributed to the 
unprecedented demands which have been 
made upon the industry’s resources, the re- 
port continues. As a result, the building 
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industry, in common with other major in- 
dustries, has been operating in conditions of 
inflation or “ over-full employment” which 
have created many problems. No one 
would desire a return to the conditions of 
the inter-war years, when often as many as 
one in five of the industry’s labour force 
were unable to find employment, but it must 
be agreed that before the war the existence 
of a margin of unemployment provided a 
strong stimulus to higher output, and that 
so far the attempts to provide an effective 
substitute have not been entirely successful. 

There is nothing to suggest that the high 
level of building activity will not continue 
in the immediate future. The more distant 
outlook, however, is uncertain: political and 
economic factors combine to suggest that, 
after many years of rising prices, the world 
may be entering a period when the oppo- 
site is true. If so, the building industry 
would certainly be affected. 


Productivity 


Although, with the exception of a small 
section of the community, everyone pays 
lip-service to the importance of securing a 
higher rate of productivity in industry, there 
is less general agreement on the ways and 
means of giving practical effect to the gener- 
ally agreed principles. The leaders of in- 
dustry on both sides may make weighty 
speeches, but these have little practical result 
unless the arguments they adduce are taken 
to heart by the general body of industry— 
including managements as well as labour. 

The Federation, for its part, has con- 
tinued to exert its full influence in the direc- 
tion of securing greater production at the 
lowest possible cost. The action taken in 
the spread of information on technical ques- 
tions is described in a later section of the 
report. Incentives schemes have played a 
substantial part in speedy construction and, 
in accordance with the Federation’s policy, 
the council has continued the campaign for 
a further extension of such schemes. All 
member-firms are urged to operate properly 
organised schemes under which bonus pay- 
ments are directly related to the output of 
the individual or of a gang. 


Building Materials 


During the first half of 1953 the building 
materials position has been dominated by 
the heavy requirements for housing, re- 
armament, flood damage repairs and sea 
defence works. In consequence, there have 
been acute shortages of both bricks and 
cement. On the other hand, there has been 
a welcome improvement in supplies of steel. 
With the exception of roofing tiles, stocks 
of which are, at present, much Jower than 
they were a year ago, no serious difficulties 
have been reported in obtaining other build- 
ing materials. The Ministry of Works 
expect that the present difficulties with re- 
gard to roofing tiles will disappear at a 
reasonably early date. 

It was inevitable that the rapidly expand- 
ing housing programme would lead to diffi- 
culties with regard to bricks and, despite an 
increase in production to record levels, 
heavy inroads have been made into stocks, 
with the result that they are now lower than 
at any time since the war. In addition, the 
rearmament programme, which is now fast 
approaching its peak, together with the 
totally unforeseen demands for building 
materials to repair the damage created by 
the floods, has led to difficulties with regard 
to cement which are similar to those experi- 
enced in the early part of 1950. The 
National Federation, through its represen- 
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tatives on the National Consultative Coungi 
has continued to impress upon the Ministe, 
of Works the effect of the shortages po, 
building productivity. 

There are reasonable grounds for t, 
belief that the manufacturers will be ap), 
to cope with the situation more easily 
time goes on. More brickworks are coming 
into operation and production is increasiy 
at the rate of some 600 million bricks , 
year. It has recently been disclosed, mor. 
over, that cement production will increay 
by half a million tons during 1953, wit, 
further increases in prospect in 1954, whily 
cement imports are to be increased, 

With softwood stocks at over 600% 
standards and consumption running x 
about 100,000 standards per month, the 
attention of the timber trade and of th 
major consuming industries, of which build. 
ing is the largest, has in recent months been 
focused on the question of decontrol, 4 
representative committee, upon which th: 
Federation is represented by Mr. G, W 
Grosvenor, senior vice-president, ha 
thoroughly discussed the position and ha; 
presented to the Minister of Materials 
memorandum which, while taking into x. 
count the shortage of hard currency, recom. 
mends the removal of softwood consump. 
tion licensing. 

So far, in only one year since the wa 
(1951) have softwood supplies equalled the 
14 million standards estimated by a com. 
mittee of experts as the minimum necessary 
to British industry. 


Tendering Procedure and Practice 


Following considerable Press publicity 
and after a debate in the House of Con- 
mons on the activities of the London 
Builders’ Conference, the Board of Trade 
has referred to the Monopolies and Restric- 
tive Practices Commission, for investigation 
and report, the matter of the supply of new 
buildings in the London region which cost 
more than £1,000 each to construct. 

Meanwhile, at the suggestion of the 
Minister of Works, representatives of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
and the National Federation are consider 
ing, under the chairmanship of Mr. Howard 
Robertson, president of the RIBA, whit 
steps can be taken to reduce building costs 
by means of improvements in, or modifica- 
tions of, the existing system of tendering for 
building works. 

In preparation for this conference, a valu- 
able memorandum on tendering procedure 


which had been prepared by the Southem | 


Counties Federation was circulated to th 
other Regional Federations for their Coll 
ments. The regional views, after considers- 
tion by your council, formed the basis of 
the brief supplied to the Federation’s reptt 
sentatives at the conference. It is expected 
that the report which is to be prepared by 
the conference will be available at a faitly 
early date. 


Housing 


A disturbing feature is that the number of 
houses built by local authorities for letting 
at subsidised rents has risen more rapidly 
than the number built, for sale or for Je 
ting, by private builders. In the national 
interest this trend requires to be adjusted 
quickly. aa : 

The report enumerates the principal dis: 
advantages under which the private entel 
prise house builder is still working and, ii 
regard to finance, continues: “So far, 
culties in regard to the financing of hous 
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wilding have shown themselves only in cer- 
in parts of the country, but it is possible 
at they may become more general in the 
ture. Broadly, these difficulties arise from 
ihe high cost of building and the competi- 
fion of subsidised municipal house building. 
the suggestion that some form of subsidy 
should be requested for private enterprise 
house building has been given full con- 
jderation. It was felt that the present time 
is scarcely opportune for making such a 
request, principally because one of the 
¢rongest arguments in favour of house 
uilding by private enterprise is that it in- 
volves no call on public funds and because 
he granting of a subsidy would involve the 
continuance of controls. Complete freedom 
for private enterprise house builders to 

rate as they did between the wars would 
ofler the best hope of reducing housing 


costs. 


[abour Relations 

In the first half of 1953 there have been 
definite indications that economic considera- 
tions are inducing more intensive attention 
to labour costs; a fact which, in its turn, 
may well be leading to stricter discipline 
and better planning of work. 

In regard to the operatives’ application 
for an increase of 6d. per hour in the stan- 
dard rates of wages, the employers’ side 
have throughout made it clear that they 
were not prepared to agree to any further 
increase in wages and that there could be 
no expectation of reaching a compromise 
settlement. There has now been a reference 
to arbitration by the Industrial Disputes 
Tribunal. The case is down for hearing on 
July 3 next, 


Contract Matters 


RIBA Standard Form of Contract.—For 
the first time the annual sales of the RIBA 
Standard Form of Contract have exceeded 
80,000 copies. The figures indicate the in- 
creasing use of the standard conditions of 
contract both for local authority and private 
work. 

Members are advised to satisfy them- 
selves that RIBA forms presented for signa- 
ture are of the current edition and that the 
recommendation of the Ministry of Housing 
in Circular 42/1952 regarding alterations 
and contrary provisions is followed. 

Standard Form of Sub-Contract.—Infor- 
mal discussions have taken place during the 
half-year between representatives of the 
Contracts Committee and those of the 
Federation of Associations of Specialists 
and Sub-Contractors. Difficulties which 
have been experienced in the operation of 
sub-contract forms were freely discussed. 
certain amendments were agreed in prin- 
ciple and will be considered in due course 
by the council. 

National Schedules of Daywork Charges. 
—The Contracts Committee has endorsed a 
suggestion from the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors that greater use should 
be made by builders of the form of speci- 
men account set out in the National Sched- 
ules. It was felt that much uninformed 
criticism of builders’ charges, which is often 
based on the fallacy that everything in 
excess of the prime cost is net profit to the 
builder, might be prevented if builders 
generally made out their accounts for day- 
work in the form prescribed. 


Education and Training 


Apprenticeship—The available figures 


show that 2,130 apprentices were registered 
i the first four months of this year. They 
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do not show the numbers of apprentices 
recruited to the industry. The recruitment 
position, however, which these figures indi- 
cate is not one which can allay the fears 
which have been expressed that insufficient 
new craftsmen are being trained to off-set 
normal wastage. All members and sections 
of the Federation are urged once again to 
give their closest attention to improving the 
rate of recruitment to the industry. 

Adult Training—The Federation’s Educa- 
tion and Training Committee hoids the view 
that the training under suitable safeguards of 
selected adults would afford a valuable 
means of supplementing recruitment through 
apprenticeship. It has therefore prepared, 
and has obtained the approval of the Council 
to, a draft scheme for giving not less than 
three years’ training (under the supervision 
of Local Joint Committees) to adult opera- 
tives selected by their employers as likely 
to benefit from such training. This scheme 
would be operated by the industry alone. 
The draft scheme is to be discussed with the 
operatives. 

Training of General Foremen.—lIn the 
last few years the demand for instruction 
amongst older men has, to a considerable 
extent, been met by the courses, based on 
the recommended syllabus, which have been 
offered by over 50 technical colleges. The 
future demand for training will come in- 
creasingly from the younger men with 
technical qualifications. The Standing Com- 
mittee for the Training of General Foremen 
is now preparing a syllabus for a course 
in general foremanship studies designed 
specifically to meet the requirements of these 
younger men. It is likely that a course based 
on this syllabus will be included in the 
curriculum of a London technical college 
next season. The Committee hopes to be able 
to recommend its adoption by other tech- 
nical colleges in the session 1954/55, and 
to introduce examinations based upon it 
leading to the award of certificates to 
successful candidates. 


NFBTO 


Sir Luke Faweett’s Presidential 
Address at Annual Conference 
IN 


his presidential address at the 36th 
annual conference of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, at 
Skegness on June 23, SmR LUKE FAWCETT, 
OBE, said that the paramount issue of the 
past 12 months had been their wage claim. 
“ The Executive Committee’s annual report 
and other material provide full information 
on this matter,” he said, “but I refer to it 
to enter not only my own but, I am sure, 
all the negotiators’ satisfaction at receiving 
an emphatic vote of confidence from the 
rank and file. By a five-to-one majority the 
members indicated their preference for 
arbitration, which to me implies the corollary 
intention of leaving the preparation and 
presentation of their case to the negotiators. 
We have seen that the operation of our slid- 
ing scale gave us some measure of satisfac- 
tion, for without the sliding scale building 
workers would have received no compensa- 
tion at all for the rising cost of living.... We 
are, as we have plainly stated, by no means 
satisfied with the cost-of-living rise and we 
have, therefore, pursued the matter to the 
point of arbitration as we were unable to 
gain anything, apart from the 2d., in the 
earlier stages of negotiation. The building 
trade union representatives are, naturally, 
gratified to receive such overwhelming proof 
of the members’ confidence and are con- 
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vinced that there is every justification for a 
wage increase. The case will be presented 
with that conviction firmly in mind.” 


On the question of grading, he said they 
would not be content unti] they had achieved 
a uniform grade “A” (excluding the two 
special areas of London and Liverpool) 
throughout the country, “thus following the 
sensible examples of Scotland and the civil 
engineering industry throughout Gt. Britain.” 


On housing, Sir Luke Fawcett said that 
not by a long way had we overcome the 
housing shortage, nor had we been able so 
far to attack more than the fringe of the 
slum-clearance problem, “Housing experts tell 
us that this problem has been accentuated 
by the deterioration of property all over the 
country, and that slums are now being 
created as fast as new houses are being built. 
This is probably an exaggeration, but I do 
think the matter is most serious and demands 
urgent attention. It is no occasion for 
boasting if houses are going up while nearly 
as many are falling down or becoming 
uninhabitable.” 

Continuing, the speaker said: “I am very 
glad to see, in the matter of normal building 
work, some relaxation of licensing restric- 
tions. If we are sincere in our desire for an 
expanding economy it seems inconsistent to 
advocate restrictions or to accept them with- 
out protest. But building activity is not 
wholly or even mainly influenced by licen- 
sing contro] or the lack of it. The economic 
pattern of the country is largely conditioned 
by the Government’s investment policy and 
this in turn is governed by the necessities 
—or what are regarded as the necessities— 
of defence.” 

Incidents arising from the employment of 
labour-only sub-contractors continued to 
cause them anxiety and he was of the 
opinion that something would have to be 
done to cope with this long outstanding evil, 
“so symptomatic of a lack of discipline in 
the industry.” As we gain wider experience 
from the operation of the Incentive Agree- 
ment it may be that we, the parties to that 
agreement, will have to give serious thought 
to the establishment of some basic principles 
on an area, a regional or a national basis 
that will lead to a degree of uniformity. 
Wherever possible we resist the encroach- 
ment of undesirable practices which—and 
one may as well be frank about this—are 
not always the responsibility of the 
employers alone. 


RICS 
Examination Results 


THE Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors have now issued the pass lists in the 
Professional Examinations, 1953, also the 
list of prize-winners which is: Penfold Gold 
Medal, Beadel Prize, John Gilchrist Prize 
and Driver Prize, Andrew  Bearhop 
(Glasgow); Penfold Silver Medal and Special 
Prize, J. C. A. Eames (Brighton); Galsworthy 
Prize and Crawter Prize, W. W. Murray 
(Glasgow); Institution Prize (shared), T. T. 
Bashford, (Hayes, Middx) and R. E. Clark 
(Islington, N1); Wainwright Prize, A. J. P. 
Trew (Gloucester); Mellersh Prize, J. B. 
Grier (Yelverton, S. Devon); Quantities 
Prize (shared, R. W. Chiddick (Worcester 
Park, Surrey) and T. T. Bashford (Hayes, 
Middx); Constructive and Working Draw- 
ings Prize, A. L. R. Smith (Neath, Glam.); 
R. Irwin Barr Prize, J. Thomson (Glasgow); 
Hyman Marks Prize, D. O. Macgowan 
(Edinburgh); and Julian Rogers Prize, W. G. 
Hawkins (Cwmcarn, Mon.). 
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HEATING AND COMFORT 


Obtaining maximum 


results at lowest cost 


_ By S. F. NEWCOMBE 


HESE notes aim to show that “Comfort 
at the cost of heat we can afford” de- 
pends on heating the person, not heating 
space. We are using some 65m. tons of coal 
per annum in 134m. houses; we can get 
equal comfort with 52m. tons. Professor Du 
Bois (Cornell Physiologist) asks “ Why heat 
100 tons of bricks just to warm 100 Ib. of 
grandmother? ” I can work in comfort at 
3d, per man-hour, with simple appliances, in 
the same cold weather that a factory near by 
spends 6d. per man-hour on fuel, though 
using costly appliances. 


Comfort is the function of the physiologist 
to decide. Dr. T. Bedford’s book, “ Basic 
Principles of Ventilating and Heating,” 1948, 
is the leading authority in England, and an 
excellent summary of it is given in “ Heat- 
ing and Ventilating in Factories,” HMSO, 
October, 1952. In America, Dr. Winslow’s 
“Temperature and Human Life,” 1948, de- 
scribes his own results and those of Dr. Du 
Bois and other physiologists, a summary of 
which appears in “Am. Soc. H. and V. E. 
Guide,” 1952, Physiological Principles, chap. 
12; “ Heating Piping and A.C.,” April, 1951, 
published an interesting discussion between 
physiologists and heating engineers. 


There is little difference between Dr. Bed- 
ford’s results and those’ of Dr. Winslow (et 
alia), but we still measure comfort by the 
Eupatheoscope or Equivalent temperature, 
fixed about 4 ft. 6 in. above the floor in mid- 
room. For example, sitting within 2 ft. of a 
12-section K.w. radiator of 130 deg. F. does 
not warm one’s feet, because the radiator is 
2 in. above the floor and very little heat is 
radiated downwards; nearly all heat units are 
picked up by molecules of a draught of cold 
air, warmed by conduction with the sections 
of the radiator and thence diffused outwards 
from expansion and upwards by gravitation. 
One will breathe warm air and can get one’s 
upper extremities, or hands, warm by con- 
tact, but not the feet or lower extremities. 
Similarly hot water pipes sited on walls, even 
within 3 in. of the floor, give nearly all their 
heat upwards to the cold wall surface and to 
the air molecules, moving upwards; they 
take a long time to heat the room, and then 
do so unevenly. 


The person, however, can get “ comfort ” 
almost at once if the floor just beneath his 
feet can be warmed; he will receive BTUs 
by conduction, through his shoes, socks and 
subcutaneous tissue to the arteries; by radia- 
tion to the surface of his clothing; by a ris- 
ing warm current of air, perhaps 2 ft. 
diameter, passing over and under the cloth- 
ing, thence by conduction to the skin. Yet 
the air temperature may be 20 deg. or so less 
at a distance of only 2 ft. from the air cur- 
rent around the person. The eupatheoscope 
would not measure one’s comfort or discom- 
fort; nor does it measure comfort if one sits 
directly in the sun or in radiant heat from 
a fire, though it does include mean radiant 
heat on surfaces. Physiologists knew these 
facts, and Bedford p. 105, op. cit., states 
that even if air temperature is 54 deg. to 
58 deg., many complain of cold feet. 


Americans say the eupatheoscope and 
other such instruments are now out of date, 
and search for other standards; they say we 
don’t know all the causes of discomfort or 
of the changes which take place in the body 


due to stress of a hot or cold environment; 
and ask what is a good method of measuring 
comfort? “How do you feel?” is not 
enough. In consequence, there is much 
overheating of dwellings. Many elderly 
people prefer hot rooms, and dictate the 
temperature of a house; young people prefer 
to be cooler. 

Therefore, study local heating for the in- 
dividual. Temperatures in the body vary 
widely, though, except for children and those 
seriously ill, 98.6 deg, F. in the mouth is a 
fair average; it can be 106 deg. F. after run- 
ning a three-mile race. The average skin 
temperature may be 93 deg. F., giving a heat 
gradient between surface and interior, with 
a mass of skin and subcutaneous tissue be- 
tween the surface and arteries. 

If a man goes into a cold store with light 
clothing, the skin would cool quickly and 
the cold zone strike deeper and deeper and 
the body lose much heat from this superficial 
heat storage in the flesh, but no change in 
the core temperature. His feet would get 
very cold, having little heat themselves, and 
the cold tissues be far below 98.6 deg. F. 
The arteries would bring hot blood to the 
feet and on its flow downwards would give 
up heat to the return flow. 

The difference in temperature between out- 
flow and return puts extra work on the 
heart; so do the sluggish arteries of many 
elderly people, rendering them less able to 
work or less quick to think than otherwise 
they would be. 

If a person gets into a bath of 110 deg. F., 
and his weight is 160 lb., the whole body 
would cool the water to approximately 
99 deg. F. and also absorb a uniform tem- 
perature by heat capacity. The body has a 
specific heat of .83 BTU, and therefore takes 
.83 x 160 lb. per 1 deg. rise in mean tem- 
perature as heat storage; after the bath the 
strain on the heart to keep the feet warm 
has gone and he can go to bed feeling fit. 

Bedford, p. 72, op. cit., says hardly any 
radiant heat reaches the person as such, but 
is absorbed into the clothing, thence con- 
ducted and conveyed to the skin, and the 
clothing will absorb part of the heat in heat 
capacity. X-rays pass through thicknesses 
of skin tissue, but no wave length longer 
than 1p penetrates further than .08 in. and 
98 per cent. are absorbed within 0.1 in. of 
the surface. 

It is clear that radiant heat, as such, only 
reaches the bare skin, face or neck, of 
roughly 1/20th of the 20 sq. ft. of body; 
hence it is the intensity of the heat applied to 
one’s clothing and thence to one’s body that 
matters. Not enough is known about sweat- 
ing, or latent heat of evaporation, from and 
to the skin, and its change back to heat 
from condensation to the skin or clothes. 


However, we can say that personal com- 
fort at least cost of fuel leads to these 
rules:— . 


(1) Heat the feet, by directing all heat 
units at them, and the floor directly beneath; 
perhaps 1,000 BTU per hour as and when 
needed, intermittently. Do this by reflecting 
radiant heat, or by hot water from the hot 
water cistern or by the old footwarmer, by 
electric unit heaters below or above the floor. 


(2) Reduce draughts of moving air by 
draperies below the chair and semi-circular 
hoods at the back and over the chair, or 
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screens for the same purpose; hang al] doors 
so that they close slowly. 

(3) Reduce radiant heat from the clojhiy 
of the body by reflective surfaces as linin 
these screens; aluminium foil is the Cheapest 
but not attractive to some tastes. 

(4) Reduce loss of latent heai causeg by 
evaporation of damp surfaces by correct in- 
sulation of inner linings to walls and Ceilings 

The above points include the princigaj 
items: (1) Temperature of air Surroundip 
the body rising by diffusion and gravitation 
around one’s clothes; (2) rate of cold air 
movement reduced almost to nil; (3) loss by 
radiation from surface of clothing to gy. 
roundings reduced; (4) loss by latent hegt, 
The relative humidity of the air in English 
houses rarely matters, because in ¢oij 
weather the air inside is usually warme 
than outside, hence the relative humidity jg 
normally below 70 per cent. inside. 


Ventilation of 14 air changes per hour js 
accepted as ample, and in practice is usual} 
exceeded, unless the occupant wilfully re. 
duces it by closing all leakage through wip. 
dows and doors. The tests at Abbots 
Langley showed the average rate of exchange 
was about 1 air change per hour in excess of 
what is thought necessary. (J. Inst. Fuel, 
February, 1949.) The air temperature, of 


course, does matter, but can we keep tem. - 


perature at a comfort level at less cost? 


Heat for cooking and water in winter jn 
the Abbots Langley tests was supplied a 
smallest total cost by House 34 (solid fuel 
and back boiler), according to the “ Econo- 
mics of House Heating,” RIBAJ, November, 
1948, and the mean air temperature was 
52.9 deg. F. and rarely below SO deg. (per- 
haps four days in winter). ‘‘ The Efficiency 
of House Heating,” Dr. Weston (J.Inst. Fuel 
XXII, No. 124, pp. 133-9, Fig. 6) shows the 
mean hourly temperatures of three houses 
for heating season 1947-8: these tempera 
tures are higher than is essential for per- 
sonal comfort (if one uses various means to 
heat the person quickly, as, when and where 
needed), and are attained in houses with 
walls of U = 0.20 and ceiling 0.17. The 
inner linings were neither damp nor vapour 
proof, and were (I believe) of brick outside, 
air space and then 3 in. lightweight concrete 
plastered. 

The reason that the houses did not cool 
down more than some 8 deg. to 10 deg. over: 
night is due to heat capacity, or heat stor 
age inside the building; i.e., waste heat from 
cooking and heating water almost suffices for 
house heating. 


Heat capacity. Suppose the inner linings 

to walls to have external damp-proofnes, 
then: 
Conductance = 0.1 BTU per sq. ft. per hour 
and heat capacity=1 BTU per sq. ft., instead 
of 0.2 BTU per sq. ft. per hr. and heat 
capacity=15 BTU per sq. ft., and not damp 
proof. Then the temperature of surfaces 
of the inner walls with an _ input 
of 10 BTU per sq. ft. per hr. should mse 
by 15 deg. in 14 min. instead of 90 min. (of 
270 min. if fletton bricks). (Arch. J., August 
3, 1950.) The heat lost outwards through the 
walls is halved, and the heat consumed to 
give the same inner temperature is less than 
half. 

Suppose the temperature of a room 10 ft 
by 10 ft. by 10 ft. be 60 deg. and relative 
humidity 60 per cent. The room is cl 


with six surfaces of (a) stone, infinitely 
thick, ic. U = zero, or (b) a very thin met 
lining of a vacuum: i.e, U = zero agai 
A man sits, emitting 400 BTU per hr. with 

no air input. In (a) his heat would raise 
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perature tO perhaps 62 deg. in 4 hours 
pa steady state, and he would live for some 
days; in (b) his heat would raise air tempera- 

to 95 deg. and 95 per cent. relative 
humidity in 4 hours, and he would die of 
stroke from his own heat. 

Or suppose a water engineer fills a stone 
nk of 40 per cent. porosity; the water inlet 
frst fills up most of the pores and then 
aks. The engineer would not double the 
ihickness of the stone to save leakage, unless 
the water is running like a river at a con- 
gant rate; but he would provide for a given 
fining as water-proof, as possible for a given 

ice, and control the water input by a valve. 
The same principle applies to heat input into 
, house, and the waste of heat by neglect is 
far more serious. ; 

Since all heating must be intermittent, and 
fifferences between inner and outer tempera- 
ture can vary by 50 deg. in a few hours, not 
counting solar heat, there cannot be a steady 
tate, and hence this low heat capacity of the 
imer lining matters even more with heat 
than the porosity of stone in a water cistern. 


Heat storage. To ensure comfort, how- 
ever, the heating appliance must include 
some method of storing BTU not yet needed, 
and so keep a balanced air temperature in- 
side the outer walls. Water has the highest 
heat storage capacity of 624 BTU per cub. ft. 
per 1 deg. rise; then iron, 57 BTU; concrete 
about 30 to 40 BTU; and brick about 20 
BTU. 

Solid ground stores heat. The ground at 
10 ft, below surface has a temperature of 
50 deg. in January and July, and 47 deg. in 
March and 53 deg. in October; in theory 
the ground at 10 ft. inside the outer wall 
should be about 50 deg.; so waste heat from 
a fire or extra hot water cylinder for heat 
storage should be reflected or conducted to 
the ground. The factory-made houses 
have omitted this heat storage in some cases, 
especially by having thin floors; and so occu- 
pants have felt needlessly cold. 

The Egerton standards of taking air 
measurements and U values as definite 
standards, and the Ridley Report in requir- 
ing Room Efficiency (p. 39, para. 156(2)), are 
definitely hindering progress and wasting 
fuel, because they assume untrue conditions 
and ignore facts. The “ Egerton error” lies 
in assuming that weekly averages of heating 
needs cancel out hourly variables. 


If the appliances of the Abbots Langley 
tests be tested in a house with low conduct- 
ance (=0.1 BTU and heat capacity 1.0 BTU 
per sq. ft. per hr.), we should learn more 
than we know now; such inner linings can 
be provided in various ways, costing no more 
than light weight concrete “ fixed complete.” 


The Girdwood reports reduced the height 
of rooms from 8 ft. to 7 ft. 6 in., but omitted 
to say that outer walls for two-storeyed 
houses could be of 44 in. or 6 in. of brick, 
ample strength to carry the load and resist 
weather in most places, with a large factor 
of safety. Their Third Report points out that 
the first cost per sq. ft. is about 27s. 6d., but 
the annual cost of heating is at least £30 per 
house, which, capitalised for 25 years, is 
about £500, or one-third the first cost of 
the building, so every sq. ft. wasted adds 36s. 
to the total cost. | Authorities think the 
tenant pays for heating. Does he or does 

€ rate or taxpayer pay for waste? And 
What voice has the tenant in the design of 
walls and appliances anyway? 

We are all wasting our coal by this negli- 
gence in heating “space” instead of giving 
People comfort. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Historic Buildings Bill 
ON June 16 Sm Davin EcctEs presented 
the Historic Buildings and Ancient 


Monuments Bill, which was formally read a 
first time. 


Coleshill, Berks 


On June 16 Mr. CROSLAND asked the 
Minister of Works whether he was consulted 
before the historic mansion of Coleshill, 
Berkshire, was demolished after the recent 
fire; how far he had powers to prevent the 
demolition; and what would have been the 
cost of preserving the fabric of the building 
as it stood after the fire. 

Sir Davip Eccles said his Department, as 
well as the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, was fully consulted before the 
remains of Coleshill were demolished. A 
Preservation Order could be made under the 
Ancient Monuments Acts if a monument 
was in danger from neglect or damage. 
Coleshill was, however, in a dangerous, as 
well as a ruinous, condition, and it was 
decided not to make an Order, and no esti- 
mate of the cost of preserving the ruins was 
made. 

MR CROSLAND asked if the Minister was 
aware that Coleshill was a house of quite 
exceptional architectural quality. Were 
they to take it from his reply that it was 
physically quite impossible to have preserved 
the structure which remained, and was in 
fact the whole of the outer structure? 

Sirk Davip Ecc es said that the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government and he 
looked at this and came to the conclusion 
that as the condition was so dangerous, a 
preservation order would not help. 

SiR EpwarpD KEELING said as this house 
was, perhaps, the most beautiful in all 
England and experts reported that it could 
be repaired and was not dangerous except 
to itself, would the Minister consider the 
possibility of legislation at some opportunity 
which would prevent such an_ irrepar- 
able loss to the country? 

The Minister said it was a matter of one 
expert against another. The experts of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
and his own held that the structure was not 
worth preserving in that condition. 


Ancient Monuments 


On June 16 Mr. GODFREY NICHOLSON 
asked the Minister of Works whether he was 
yet able to make a statement about measures 
to safeguard ancient monuments from 
destruction or damage. 

Sir Davip Eccies said that the owners 
and occupiers of about 7,000 monuments 
listed under the Ancient Monuments Act 
were noiified at the time of listing that 
nothing should be done to the monument 
without three months’ notice being given 
to the Ministry of Works. He was con- 
sidering whether reminders should be issued 
periodically. Although a listed monument 
was registered as a local land charge this 
information did not always reach those con- 
cerned when the land changed hands. Pros- 
pective owners or tenants could help by 
making it their business to ascertain whether 
there were monuments on land they were 
buying or occupying. 

Owners of the more important monuments 
could also perform a valuable service by 
displaying a notice on the monument. The 
Ministry would gladly co-operate with them. 
Local authorities, learned societies and 
others interested might perhaps be prepared 
to help in providing such notices. 
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Anyone who came across a monumenf 
which had been, or was being, damaged, was 
asked to inform the Ministry of Works 
immediately. The number of cases of 
destruction was small, and he felt that public 
opinion and the help of those interested could 
achieve as much as a large and expensive 
staff of inspectors. 


Cement and Bricks 


On June’ 16 Mr. Gower asked the 
Minister of Works what steps he would 
take to deal with the shortage of cement in 
South Wales, to which the Minister replied 
that the cement industry had arranged 
imports of continental cement into South 
Wales, and supplies were improving. 

Mr. Gower asked if the Minister was 
satisfied that this step would make satis- 
factory provision for the needs of the build- 
ing industry in the South Wales area. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said he hoped so; but 
the expansion in building was, of course, 
very satisfactory. 

Mr. GEORGE THoMaS asked if the Minister 
would exercise any control over the distri- 
bution of this cement, or was it left to the 
industry itself? 

The Minister said that the Ministry were 
responsible for the distribution, but they did 
consult him from time to time. 

Mr. PETER FREEMAN asked whether this 
Belgian cement was stipulated in any 
Government contracts in this country to 
reduce the shortage. 

Sik Davip Ecctes said that the Belgian 
cement was now up to British standards and 
no user need be frightened to buy it. 

Mr. Gower asked what steps the Minister 
would take to deal with the shortage of 
bricks in South Wales. 

Sir Davip EccLes said that the output of 
bricks in South Wales was increasing. It 
was a matter of satisfaction that the demand 
was high, and with economy in the use of 
bricks, he hoped it could be met. 

Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked the Minister of 
Works what inquiries he had made regarding 
the shortage of bricks in the Rugby area; 
and what answer he had received. 

The Minister said that since a question 
on April 28 he had had one complaint from 
the Rugby area. His Regional Office was in 
touch with the makers and users of bricks 
in the area where the expansion in building: 
had caused a heavy demand for building 
materials. Local brickmakers were increas- 
ing their output somewhat more than the 
average increase for the country. 


No-fines house 


On June 16 Mr. JAMES JouNson asked the 
Minister of Works what negotiations he had 
had with the contractors concerned regarding 
the price of the No-fines house; and what 
was the price finally arrived at. 

Mr. MarPLes, who replied, said that the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
had settled prices for each region for several 
types of new tradition house; the Wimpey 
No-fines house was one of these. Local 
authorities were not bound to accept these 
prices, and the two parties could negotiate 
according to the circumstances of each 
particular scheme. The object of the 
arrangements was to save time in the 
preparation, submission and approval of 
schemes for the building of standardised 
houses. There were several types of 
Wimpey No-fines house, and prices varied 
from region to region. In the region in 
which the hon. member’s constituency 


(Rugby) was situated the price for a three- 
bedroom, five-person intermediate terrace 
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house was £1,156 on a level site, with varia- 
tions according to size of contract and reduc- 
tions for repeat contracts. 


Softwood in House Building 


On June 16 Mr. ALBERT Evans asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he had considered the proposal of the 
Harlow New Town Corporation for the 


more extensive use of substitutes for soft- 
wood in house building; and if he 
had approved the additior expenditure 


involved. 

Mr. MaArRPLES said he presumed that the 
hon. member: was referring to eight houses 
already built by the Development Corpora- 
tion at the Minister’s request. They were 
intended as a_ practical demonstration, 
arranged in consultation with the Minister 
of Works, of how and where in a house 
softwood could, at need, be saved without 
adding prohibitively to the cost. The houses 
and their purpose were more fully described 
in a circular and booklet. The houses at 
Harlow were open for inspection until 
July 3. 


Acoustic Walls at London Airport 


On June 17 Mr. READER Harris asked the 
Minister of Civil] Aviation whether he could 
yet make public any reports on the efficiency 
of the acoustic walls at London Airport; 
whether he was satisfied with the results of 
the experiments. 

Mr. ProFrumo said so far they had only 
been able to experiment with light aircraft, 
and the results had been promising, but it 
was early to form a clear conclusion. They 
would be experimenting with larger and 
noisier aircraft in the near future. In the 
meantime all operators at London Airport 
had been requested, and had willingly 
agreed, not to run aircraft engines at night 
without urgent operational need. 


Swedish Civil Defence Shelters 


On June 18 Mr. EmMrys HuGHEs was told 
by Sm Davip MAXWELL Fyre that he had 
obtained from Sweden a_ considerable 
amount of information about the civil 
defence arrangements, including the pro- 
vision of deep shelters for the civil popula- 
tion. Conditions in this country were not 
generally so favourable for the construction 
of deep shelters as they were in Sweden, but 
the possibility of providing such shelter had 
not been overlooked in the planning which 
was now proceeding. 


School Building 


On June 18 Mr. Kinc asked the Minister 
of Education what was the approximate 
difference in the time which it took to build 
a bricks-and-mortar school and a _ pre- 
fabricated or non-traditional school, respec- 
tively. 

Miss HorssrRuGH said that most bricks- 
and-mortar schools had taken about twice 
as long to build as prefabricated or non- 
traditional schools and _ had _= generally 
required more site labour. Output of 
finished building per man-month in bricks- 
and-mortar schools ranged between 20 and 
55 sq. ft., and in prefabricated or non- 
traditional schools between 45 and 90 sq. ft. 

Mr. Kinc asked how many of the schools 
at present being constructed were traditional- 
type buildings; and how many were of new 
types of structure. 

Miss HorsBRuUGH said that of the new 
schools included in the 1952/53 building pro- 
gramme, about 26 per cent. of primary 
schools and about 15 per cent. of secondary 
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schools were being built in prefabricated 
systems of construction. 


Whitehall Banqueting Hall 


On June 19, SiR EDwarD KEELING called 
attention to the Whitehall Banqueting Hall 
and its future use. This hall, he said, built 
in the reign of James I, was now used as a 
museum by the Royal United Service Insti- 
tution. The lease would expire in 1972, and 
he hoped the Government would favour the 
restoration of the hall as a banqueting hall. 


Mr. MoLson, the Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Works, said that as, the 
Royal United Service Institution had built 
offices on the site, it would have a moral 
right to be provided with alternative accom- 
modation. That was estimated in 1939 to 
cost between £150,000 and £250,000, but 
to-day it would cost about £500,000. There 
were many difficulties attendant on restoring 
the hall to its original use. Great banquets 
were becoming rarer, and he was inclined 
to think that in this second half of the 
twentieth century they would become rarer 
still, He was not convinced that Sir Edward 
Keeling’s proposal would be practicable or 
desirable. 


Use of Softwoods 


On June 22 Mr. Hurp asked the Minister 
of Materials if he was now able to announce 
further easing of controls on the use of soft- 
wood for particular purposes where economy 
in building and construction costs would 
result. 

StR ARTHUR SALTER said he hoped within 
a few weeks to have the results of the assess- 
ment; and the possibility of any easing of 
controls over softwood for building and 
construction would then be at once examined. 
He could not now give an assurance of im- 
mediate or substantial relaxations of the pre- 
sent licensing arrangements for softwood for 
building purposes since it was possible that 
that assessment might show that this was 
a field in which a very large increase in soft- 
wood consumption might take place with a 
correspondingly serious effect on our balance 
of payments. 
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TIMBER BOARD MADE 
FROM WOOD WASTE 


Continuous Production Process 


A NEW type of timber board, made from 
wood waste, which lends itself to , 
very wide range of applications, is being pro- 
duced at Marks Tey, near Colchester, wher 
the first “ Bartrev” press (the machine which 
produces the board by a continuous Process) 
has been installed. 

This press, a British invention, make 
available for the first time a mass Production 
method of providing a commercial use fo 
the abundance of unused wood from forests 
sawmills and factories throughout the world, 

The continuous press is an assembly of 
four essential parts: a feeding unit, a hj 
frequency heating unit, the press itself, and 
an automatic saw. The board produced hag 
only one fixed dimension—the maximum 
width of 4 ft., which is governed by the width 
of the press. The board can be supplied jp 
any required length and in any thickness 
from 7 in. to ? in. 

It can be made either with or without g 
paper surface. The unfaced board provides 
a smooth surface which allows a washable 
finish to be given simply by waxing or apply. 
ing transparent varnish, thus retaining the 
characteristic wood particle structure. 

Any of the normally acceptable surfaces 
that can be veneered on to plywood or block- 
board can equally well, and by the same 
methods, be applied to Bartrev board. 

Typical applications will be for partition. 
ing, linings, ceiling boards, flush and panelled 
doors, flooring, built-in fittings, bulkheads, 
etc. 

The plant at Marks Tey will shortly be 
working to full capacity with an annual out- 
put of 16,000 tons of board or between 25 
and 40 million square feet, according to the 
thickness of the board produced. The price 
will be between 4d. and 9d. a square foot, 
according to thickness. 

The sole manufacturing agents for the UK 
are the Vere Engineering Co., Ltd., 3, Vere- 
street, Oxford-street, London, W1. 





The Bartrev press for mass production of timber board from waste wood (see abvve). 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Duke of Edinburgh’s Patronage 


The Duke of Edinburgh has accepted the 
qonorary Fellowship of the Institute of 
Welding. His Royal Highness was formally 
dected to this class of membership by the 
Council of the Institute at its meeting on 


June 10. 


Change of Title 

The Institute of Economic Engineering 
tas changed its title to the Society of Indus- 
ial Engineers. The address remains 28, 
Victoria-street, SW1. 


Contemporary’s Change of Name 

Our contemporary, The Official Architect 
and Planning Review, will, with its July 
isgue, change its title to Official Architec- 
ture and Planning. 


Display of Porcelain 


An exhibition of Tournai and Chelsea 
Porcelain is being held at the Belgian Insti- 
tute, 6, Belgrave-square. Admission free, 
this comparative study of the work of the 
two 18th-century factories is open on week- 
days until July 4. 


Aluminium in Building 

An exhibition of aluminium as applied to 
the building industry and to architecture will 
be open at 33, Grosvenor-street, W1, from 
July 1 to July 3, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each 
day. The exhibition is organised by the 
Aluminium Development Association in con- 
nection with a symposium on the subject on 
June 30, to be attended by invitation only. 


Timber Preservation — 


The annual convention of the British 
Wood Preserving Association held at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, ends today. Several 
aspects of the preservafion of timber both 
home and abroad have been covered by the 
papers read, and films have been shown on 
“The Preservation of Pitwood,” “ Bouch- 
etie” and “ The Death Watch Beetle and 
Dry Rot.” 


London Transport Appointments 


Mr. C. E. Dunton, MA (Cantab), MICE, 
at present Civil Engineer, has been appointed 
Chief Civil Engineer London Transport. 
Mr, A. C. Edrich, AMICE, at present Per- 
manent Way Engineer (Railways), has been 
appointed Assistant Civil Engineer (Perman- 
ent Way); and Mr. T. S. Pick, BSc. (Eng.), 
MIEE, MInstF, at present Electrical Engi- 
ner, has been appointed Chief Electrical 
Engineer. 


RAF Vacancies 


Skilled technicians are required by the 
Royal Air Force for duty with the Airfield 
Construction Branch. Vacancies are mainly 
in the rank of Warrant Officer, Flight 
Sergeant and Sergeant, and some are for the 
post of clerk of works and works super- 
wsors. Qualifications required in each case 
ae Ordinary National Certificate in Build- 
ing, Or Intermediate City and Guilds Certifi- 
cate in a craft, or First Class Certificate of 
the Worshipful: Company of Carpenters in 
Building Construction and Sanitary Science, 
or the equivalent. Application can be made 
at any RAF recruiting office, and the age 
limit for enlistment is 45 years for those 
Without previous RAF service. 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Licensing Regulations Changed 


HE licensing of building work on exist- 
ing private dwellings is referred to in 
circular No. 39/53 which has been sent to 
local authorities by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. The circular 
states : — 

Local authorities were asked in circular 
5/50 (issued on January 12, 1950) to restrict 
the value of licences issued for these pur- 
poses to 80 per cent. of the rate of issues for 
1949. Since then they have been working to 
monetary quotas for the value of licences to 
be issued. 

The position has now been reviewed after 
experience of the volume of licences applied 
for and issued since January 1, 1953, when 
the “free limit,” for work which may be 
done in a year on a dwelling without a 
licence, was raised to £500. The demand for 
licences for work over £500 does not require 
the continuance of quotas, and _ local 
authorities need no longer work to them. 

They should, however, continue to judge 
applications on their merits according to 
their present standards of need. In particu- 
lar, priority should be given to applications 
for licences for:—(a) Work required under 
statutory notice, and other necessary repairs 
and maintenance; (b) conversions and adap- 
tations to provide additional units of accom- 
modation; (c) essential improvements (e.g., 
provision of indoor sanitation); (d) installa- 
tion of fuel-saving equipment (e.g., improved 
solid-fuel appliances and, for larger build- 
ings comprising several dwellings, central 
heating and hot-water facilities). 

Circular 5/50 and paragraph 1 of circu- 
lar 108/50 are withdrawn; the limit below 
which work can be done without an authori- 
sation remains, however, at £500. 

It will no longer be necessary for local 
authorities to consult the Minister’s Principal 
Regional Officers on the schemes of conver- 
sion or adaptation specified in paragraph 8 
of circular 40/48, which is now withdrawn. 
They are asked, however, to ensure that these 


BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
‘*...This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 
whole subject.’’— The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 











FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 

**The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author’s obvious mastery of his subject 
... but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.””— The Architects’. Journal. 


18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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schemes are carried out with proper regard 
for the economy memoranda on scarce 
materials of which the council have had 
copies, so that the greatest number of new 
units of accommodation can be provided 
from the resources available. 


Private Imports of Aluminium 


The Minister of Materials announced on 
June 22 that private trading in primary alu- 
minium is to be resumed from July i. The 
Board of Trade are now prepared to consider 
applications for licences to import aluminium 
(primary) unwrought, in blocks, billets, in- 
gots, slabs, notch bars, wire bars, sticks and 
granules. Applications for licences should 
be addressed to the Import Licensing Branch, 
— of Trade, 43 Marsham-street, London, 


BRICK SHORTAGE 

Situation in Walsall 
_ SHORTAGE of bricks in Walsall and district 
Is expected to slow down building of muni- 
cipal and private houses. Mr. HAROLD 
TAYLOR, a director of F. A. and H. Taylor, 
builders, of Bloxwich, said recently that the 
firm’s brick supplies had been reduced from 
300,000 to 100,000 a month. “If the 
scarcity continues, our building programme, 
mostly Corporation contracts, will have to 
be reduced further,” Mr. Taylor said. The 
firm could not place orders for bricks unless 
they were prepared to wait nine to 18 months 
for delivery. 

Mk. S. SMITH, manager of the Bentley Hall 
Brick Co., Ltd., said that the shortage of 
bricks was likely to last a long time. “We 
can give no promise of delivery, although 
our production is at the maximum,” he said. 

He attributed the shortage not only to the 
amount of building being done, but also to 
the fact that during the war many brick 
manufacturers in Walsall and district went 
out of business. 

Mr. NorMaNn J. WIGLEY, secretary of the 
Midland Federation of Brick and Tile Manu- 
facturers, said that the scarcity of bricks was 
“due entirely to the overrunning of produc- 
tion by the building programme.” 

He added: “This was foreseen in Febru- 
ary, and the matter placed before the 
Ministry of Works. Steps were then taken to 
speed up supplies from the Bedfordshire 
area, but unfortunately the same position 
has now arisen there, with the result that 
there is a nation-wide brick shortage.” 


Belgian Bricks 

A shortage of bricks for 98 houses which 
West Ashford, Kent, rural council are build- 
ing at Hothfield Common, near Ashford, 
threatened to hold up development on this 
site. The houses are urgently required for 
tenants who have been living in converted 
Nissen huts for the last four or five years. 

To meet the situation, and finding that 
brick suppliers in this country were quoting 
delivery dates as far ahead as 1954, the 
council have decided to purchase 100,000 
Belgian bricks, which will be delivered in 
the next two weeks. Although this will 
mean an extra cost of £400 on the total price 
of the houses, work will be able to begin 
directly the bricks arrive. To save using 
bricks in the foundations, concrete is to be 
used wherever possible. 

At Orlestone, a village five miles from 
Ashford, a builder has been given an exten- 
sion of one month on his contract for 12 
council houses owing io a similar hold-up in 
brick supplies. 


H 
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TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address 


Messrs. Cramb and Dean, Ltd., building 
contractors, have moved to larger premises 
at 104, Belsize-lane, Hampstead, NW3 (Tel.: 
Hampstead 7421-3). 


Making Floor Quarries 

An account of the manufacture of 
“Triton” floor quarries is given in an 
attractively produced booklet issued by 
Wheatly and Co., Ltd., of Trent Vale, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 


Mortar Plasticizer 


In the advertisement of the Pyrene Cqm- 
pany, Ltd., in our issue of June 12, the para- 
graph at foot which starts “in case of 
difficulty send 8s. Postal Order” refers to 
a sample can of Phomene Mortar Plasticizer. 


US Army Contract 


The United States Army authorities in 
Europe have placed a £267,000 order for 
generating plant, to use with radar sets, 
with R. A. Lister and Co., Ltd., the British 
engineering firm, of Dursley, Gloucestershire. 


Firm’s Anniversary 

The year 1953 marks the diamond jubilee 
of the Cape Asbestos Co., Ltd., 114-116, 
Park-street, W1, and to celebrate this event 
the company has published the record of its 
development in book form. Its pages 
include the story of the firm’s Blue and 
Amosite mining establishments in South 
- Africa. 


Steel Mesh 


A subsidiary of the Spencer Wire Co., 
Ltd., Wakefield, has been established under 
the title of the Spencer Wire Co. (Develop- 
ments), Ltd. The new company manufac- 
tures steel mesh to British Standard and 
other specifications required in reinforced 
concrete design, as well as for the general 
engineering trade. It will also supply steel 
rods, bars, binding wire and wall ties. 


“ Alkathene ” Tube 


Some confusion may have been caused by 
the publication of the reference “ Polythene 
Products” in the caption to a photograph 
reproduced in our issue of May 29. This 
showed a length of “ Alkathene ” tube being 
connected to a mole plough. “ Alkathene ” 
tube is a product of the Plastics Division, 
Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., and the 
words “Polythene Products” were not 
intended to refer to any manufacturer. 


Coke-Burning Appliances 

To provide the latest detailed information 
on efficient domestic coke-burning appli- 
ances, a handbook has been produced by 
the Gas Council, 1, Grosvenor-place, SW1. 
Illustrated with photographs and diagrams, 
it gives details of the various types of appli- 
ances as well as advice on the methods of 
selection and installation. The book is 
divided into sections according to the type of 
appliance, which ranges from the simple in- 
set open fire to multi-duty cooking and 
water heating appliances. Each section is 
preceded by introductory notes of technical 
interest, and reference is made to the rele- 
vant British Standard Specifications and 
Codes of Practice. A price guide is contained 
in a slip-pocket at the end of the book. 
Copies of the “Coke-Burning Appliances 
Handbook ” can be obtained from Area Gas 
Boards or the Gas Council Coke Depart- 
ment, price 12s. 6d. 


THE BUILDER 


Non-Traditional Houses, Reading 


The Mayor of Reading is to open on July 
15 the 250th “ Wates ” Non-traditional house 
completed for the County Borough. The 
ceremony will be supplemented by an exhibi- 
tion of plans, models and photographs of 
current non-traditional building. 


British Product Selected 


For use in the earth-moving problems pre- 
sented by the construction of the Hirakud 
Dam on the Mahanadi River in India, the 
Technical Co - operative Administration 
Agency of the United States Government at 
Washington have chosen the British-built 
“Carlisle” heavy-duty road graders dis- 
tributed by John Blackwood Hodge and Co., 
Ltd., 24, Berkeley-street, W1. The project 
involves the construction of a dam three 
miles long and 150 ft. high across the main 
channel, with 17 miles of low dykes at either 
side. “Euclid” loaders and dump wagons 
are already operating on the site. 


BUILDING FIRES 


Tests on Structural Elements 


Part V of the series of reports of investi- 
gations on building fires was published on 
June 11 as National Building Studies 
Research Paper No. 12. This gives details 
of tests carried out by the Building Research 
Station, DSIR, on walls, partitions, columns, 
floors and beams over a period of ten years. 
Based on the results, fire resistance grad- 
ings for several typical forms of construction 
are suggested in the main text. The results 
of over 200 tests follow, in the form of data 
sheets. Each sheet gives details of the struc- 
tural element under test, the temperatures 
reached at various points within it and its 
general behaviour when subjected to the 
standard test. 

National Building Studies Research Paper 
No. 12 “Investigations on Building Fires, 
Part V, Fire Tests on Structural Elements,” 
a for the DSIR by HMSO, price 

Ss. 
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POWER DRIVING TOO, 
Control of Penetration 


A POWER DRIVING TOOL which incorpora 
two methods of firing pins or nails ; 
brick, steel and certain types of conse 
being produced by F. H. Bourner and Cp 
(Engineers), Ltd., Manor Royal, Crawley 
Sussex. Known as the “ Supadynamic: 
power driving tool, it is comparatively peril 
in use, weighs approximately 4 ib., ang has 
several special features. These include th 
stopping of pins at a pre-determined dent 
of penetration in timber, brick or concrete 





The ‘‘ Supadynamic” power driving tool, 


and the crimping or semi-riveting of barbed 
pins into steel. The two means of firing ar 
by the direct drive method and the piston 
method. The latter allows the use of stops 
of varying lengths to control the depth of 


penetration. For crimp results, a chise- 


edged piston is used with a barbed pin, 
When fired, the chisel head of the piston 
‘swages the receiving steel surface up and 
around the pin shoulder, thus giving a strong 
fixing into thin steel if necessary. The pins 
are normally supplied in three diameters of 
head, 7% in., 4 in. and 7% in., and in a variety 
of lengths from 4 in. to 4 in. Some types 
have butt heads, others are screwed Whit: 
worth thread. The propellant is a .22 blank 
cartridge available in five strengths to control 
the degree of penetration into differing hard- 
nesses of material. It is understood that 
the rate of fire of the tool is four shots per 
minute, the estimated cost per shot varying 
from 5d. to 8d., inclusive of nail, cartridge 
and labour. 


NEW WALLPAPER ADHESIVE 


An American Innovation 


_AMERICAN WALLPAPER manufacturers, long 
disturbed by the growing use of paint and 
distemper for decorating interior walls, have 
welcomed the appearance on the market of 
a new adhesive which completely revers 
the procedure of papering methods, writes 
correspondent. 

This adhesive (its makers dislike the wor 
“ paste”) is called eZe-Hang. The most 
radical change is that the adhesive is brushed 
or rolled on to the wall and the paper i 
applied quite dry. It can be used on aly 
surface—painted, papered, plastered, wall 
board or even glass. 

One of the advantages with this is that the 
paper can be very easily slid edge to edge 
and, of course, as the paper is not wet the 
risk of its tearing is greatly reduced. 

When the time comes for the paper to b 
renewed again, the walls are soaked with 
water and the paper can be pulled of i 
sheets. 

An ingredient included by the manufactur 
of this adhesive is chlorophyll, which i 
intended to make the room _ odours 
immediately the work has been done. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] | 


Australia.—Plans to make a neglected 
ystralian seaside resort into one of the 
peat industrial centres of the country are 

ing at Kwinana, 12 miles south of 
Fremantle, in Western Australia. Here the 
jnglo-Iranian Oil Company has acquired a 
ie of 900 acres to establish an oil refinery 
ghich will be the largest in Australia. Work 
ys already begun with the clearing sites for 
his and for other large industrial under- 
nkings which have announced their inten- 
jon of establishing centres in the locality. 
They include Broken Hill, Ltd., which is 
uilding a steel rolling mill at a cost of £3m. 
ma site of 529 acres. It is proposed that 
fe mill will eventually become part of an 
integrated iron and stee] plant. Cockburn 
(Cement, Ltd., is building a cement-making 
pant ata cost of over £2m. It is expected 
‘hat a large number of smaller subsidiary 
industries will be attracted to this expanding 
locality. The Western Australian Govern- 
ment. has also proclaimed a big area for 
industrial and other land resumption. An 
timate of the amount of capital planned 
io be expended on this area is about £100m. 
The State Government is to spend £10m. on 
grvices, and, under an agreement with the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, will provide 
1000 houses within a stipulated limit. of 
two and a half miles from the refinery. By 


= (956 it is calculated that the neglected sea- 


port will have a population of between 4,000 
‘and 5,000, an incentive to industrialists to 
build there. 


Chile—A large plant is to be built in 
Chile for the production of penicillin. The 
plant is being built in co-operation with the 
World Health Organisation. Contracts have 
aso been placed for the construction of a 
sugar beet factory at Los Angeles, in Chile, 
at a cost of some millions of pounds. 


Similar plants are to be built at Temuco, 


Chillan and Linares. 

The board of the Chilean Development 
Corporation has decided to set up an office 
in Europe to facilitate the purchase of 
equipment for their various development 
projects. Hamburg has been mentioned as a 
possible choice for the European office. The 
Corporation has already been guaranteed 
nearly £7m. for equipment for cellulose and 
newsprint factories, 


China.—Teams of surveyors working along 
the upper reaches of the Yangtze River have 
just completed a general survey of the river’s 
main tributaries in order to fix suitable sites’ 
for 17 reservoirs along these tributaries 
within Szechuan Province. The reservoirs 
to be built along these tributaries will have 
4 total capacity of some 50,000 million 
cubic metres. 


Egypt.—The National Production Council, 
a body which is supervising industrial expan- 
sion in Egypt, has a number of interesting 
schemes in hand for the Wadi Natrun area 
10 take the place of the caustic soda instal- 
ations which are closing down. The schemes 
ulclude the erection of a cotton textile fac- 
lory, the establishment of factories produc- 
lg paper from rice straw, and the building 
eh ctroet factory. Nothing has so far been 


Hungary —A large chemical plant is being 
uilt in north-east Hungary in the region of 
alok power project, which will turn 
‘tural gas piped into Hungary from 


' fumania into synthetic materials. The pipe- 


will be laid by a mixed Hungarian- 
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Rumanian company, which will also be 
responsible for building a chemical plant at 
the Rumanian end. 

A factory for the manufacture of ball- 
bearings is .being built on the outskirts of 
Debrecen. The factory will stand in the 
middle of a park, and the workshops will be 
centrally heated and air-conditioned. 

During the second five-year plan from 
1955 to 1959, a large hydro-electric plant 
is to be built on the Danube. Also 
scheduled for construction during this period 
are 250,000 new flats, many of them in Buda- 
pest, which has been neglected owing to 
building of new cities. 


Paraguay—An American firm is to install 
a pulp and paper mill, a saw-mill and a 
hydro-electric plant in Paraguay. The total 
capital to be invested is in the region of 
£4m. 

The Danish firm, Christiani and Nielsen, 
S.A., has undertaken to build the Frigerifico 
Nacional, which was started in Asuncion 
nine years ago but never completed. It will 
be used for storing meat, vegetables, fruit 
and other perishables. The. contract also 
incluces the completion of three silos else- 
where at a total cost of nearly £1m. 

Recently a group of Paraguayan engineers 
and Brazilian officials visited the Igazu Falls 
to study the prospects of extracting hydre- 
electric power from the river Acaray. 
Nothing has as yet been decided. 

It is also reported that a factory to manu- 
facture plastic buttons and other plastic 
articles will shortly be set up in Asuncion. 

A German firm, Mix and Gennest A.G., a 
subsidiary of International Standard Electric 
Corporation of the USA, has been awarded 
the contract for the enlargement and 
reorganisation of the telephone service in 
Asuncion and the interior. 

A Paraguayan-Brazilian commission has 
been formed to study the financing of 250 
kilometres of highway in Paraguay to link 
the two countries at Igazu Falls. 


Sweden.—The Skanska Cementgjuteriet, of 
Stockholm, Sweden, contractors for concrete 
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bridges, industrial buildings, harbour works, 
etc., is building a new harbour at Lysekil 
on the Swedish west coast. The works 
include a 170-metre-long quay of about 10 
metres depth. The harbour area will measure 
2,500 square metres, on which a shed with 
a floor area of 1,162 sq. m. will be built. 

Thailand.—The Ministry of Industries in 
Thailand is at present choosing a site for 
the building of a new paper factory which 
will have an output of 60 tons a day. 

A loan is to be raised abroad to finance 
the Sriracha Harbour project. Experts have 
been sent to Singapore to study the opera- 
tion of the harbour there. 

The Thai and Cambodian authorities have 
agreed to establish a railway link via Aranya 
Prades. Three million pounds is also to 
be spent for the building of strategic roads. 


Trinidad.—In a statement by the Minister 
of Labour of Trinidad, in the Caribbean, 
it was disclosed that a number of British 
manufacturers are to set up factories on 
the island to make goods which will serve 
the whole of the American continent and 
thus save freight charges from the United 
Kingdom. A company has been granted 
permission to build a factory for the manu- 
facture of paints. An authorised capital 
of 700,000 dollars has been put up, and 
technicians are already on the island to 
survey the factory site. 


*USA.—NMr. W. L. Gouline, president of 
the Central Building Supply Inc., 210, East 
Monument-st., Baltimore 2, Maryland, 
wishes to get in touch with a UK source of 
supply of prefabricated houses, and various 
types of building materials, with the excep- 
tion of raw timber, plumbing and heating 
units. The specific materials mentioned by 
Mr. Gouline are doors, glass, nails and ply- 
wood, and for these he wishes to deal direct 
with manufacturers. 

Those interested should send trade litera- 
ture, price lists and all other details of what 
they can offer to him at the above address. 
All inquiries by telephone should be made 
to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2413. 


*USA.—The Knight Machinery Co., 2211- 
23rd-st., Seattle, are interested in receiving 
quotations from UK firms for double-end 
tenoner saw machines, jointing machines, 
veneer-making machines, moulding machines, 
planing machines. Interested UK _ firms 
should send offers direct by air mail to the 
company for the attention of Mr. C. E. 
Knight, giving prices in dollars c.i.f. Seattle, 
details of delivery dates and, if possible, 
illustrated catalogues. All inquiries by tele- 
phone should be made to Trafalgar 8855, 
Ext. 7804. 





Building Research in Australia 

An officer of the Australian Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation has urged 
the Australian Institute of Builders to follow 
the lead of Britain and the USA in introduc- 
ing a greater appreciation of scientific 
research in building design. The officer, Mr. 
Ian Langlands, is chief of the organisation’s 
Division of Building Research. He said 
research had resulted in building costs in 
Britain and the USA being one-third lower 
than those in Australia. In Australia, the 
emphasis had been on _ housing, largely 
because of immigration, but the building 
industry was also meant to provide places for 
work and recreation. If a correct balance 
between the three were to be obtained, 
building research was necessary. 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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LMBA 


East Ham Industry Exhibition 

TIYHE North-Eastern Area of the LMBA 

is staging a display of building appren- 
tices at work in an exhibition of the 
industries of East Ham, sponsored by the 
local Rotary Club. The mayor of East Ham 
is to open the exhibition, and arrangements 
have been made for parties of boys leaving 
school at the end of the term to visit it. 
It takes place in the Town Hall, East Ham, 
from June 30 to July 3. 

The LMBA stand will be in the centre 
of the hall, and apprentices. in various trades 
will carry out craft work on work benches 
at each end. 

East Ham is well supplied with industries, 
and among others to be represented are 
banking, engineering, chemicals and farming. 
Several of the national services will also 
be exhibiting. 

During the exhibition lectures and film 
displays will be given in the East Ham 
Technical College. 


: Indentured Students 


How many indentured students are there 

in the building industry in London? 
At the morent nobody knows, and the 
LMBA wants to find out. 

In recent years more and more import- 
ance has been attached to the training of 
young men for technical, administrative and 
managerial posts in the building industry, 
and increasing numbers of LMBA members 
are training young men under various forms 
of indenture. 

At the moment information regarding the 
numbers and distribution of these pupils is 
very limited, and it has become clear that 
a “register” of articled and indentured 
students would be of considerable value. 

The LMBA is therefore circularising its 
members, asking all who have any articled 
students in their employment to complete 
and return a form showing their numbers. 

Schoolboys’ Visits 

JFOLLOWING the successful visits pre- 

viously paid at the invitation of the 
LMBA by boys from Harrow School to 
building sites in London, the Association has 
arranged for a similar visit for boys from 
Felstead School, Essex, next month. Some 
20 boys will take part in the visit, which will 
probably be to one of the many housing 
schemes in south London. The suggestion 
for the visit came from the boys themselves. 





British Standards 


Recently published British Standards in- 
clude BS 1255, “ Brackets and Supports for 
Lavatory Basins and Sinks,” price 2s. 6d; 
and BS 1982, “ Methods of Testing Fungal 
Resistance of ~. Manufactured Building 
Materials,” price 2s. Copies are obtainable 
from the British Standards Institution, 24. 
Victoria-street, S.W1. 


‘ Brick Shortage 


Shortage of bricks is holding up building 
work on the new Birmingham College of 
Technology, on schools at several places in 
Birmingham and on the Victoria Law Courts, 
says a report by “ Unit 53,” the Birmingham 
Trades Council’s team of investigators who 
have this month turned their attention to 
the. building industry. Their report shows 
serious shortages of bricks and cement 
and long deliveries fer common bricks with 
even longer delays for face and special 
bricks. - 
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GOLF 


RIBA beat LMBA 

THE ANNUAL MATCH between the respec- 
tive golfing societies of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects and the London Master 
Builders Association was recently played at 
what is now its spiritual home, West Hill. 
As there were 18 competitors on each side, 
play was of necessity by foursomes in the 
morning, though fourballs were permitted in 
the afternoon. All matches were under 
handicap. : 

The morning play brought the architects 
a decided advantage. In the leading game 
L. S. Foster (1) and C, Ibbetson (5) struck 
a firm blow for the builders by a comfort- 
able victory over J. Grey (9) and W. W. 
Fisk (14) by 6 and 5, and the captain, G. A. 
Hill (18), nobly assisted his partner, S. 
Marshall Andrew (8), to beat E. N. Bomer 
(15) and J. Emberton (18) by 6 and 4. 
Balance, however, was restored by C. A. 
Townsend (15) and R. D. Scott (16) who 
trouced P. H. Bates (8) and L. Dodds (11) 
by 4 and 3, and by H. St. John Harrison 
(13) and W. R. F. Fisher (10), who inflicted 
an even worse defeat on F. P. Leadsom (5) 
and D. F. Cox (7) by 5 and 4. The issue, 
however, was not long in doubt and the 
architects led comfortably at luncheon by 6 
matches to 3. 

Matches were rearranged in the afternoon 
and the builders quickly began to fight back. 
Foster and Ibbetson were successful by 1 up 
against A. Briggs (13) and L. P. Rees (8) and 
F. R. Clemens (4) and L. F. Chamberlain 
(12) won by 2 and 1 against Grey and Fisk. 
Townsend and Scott were allowed, by special 
dispensation, to continue the battle with 
Bates and Dodds in the afternoon, and this 
time romped home by 6 and S. 

The tide, however, was running in the 
builders’ favour and the afternoon went to 
them by 5 matches to 3. However, this left 
the architects winners on the day by 9 
matches to 8—a very close and exciting 
finish to a fixture which gains in interest 
and popularity with each successive year. 





Middlesbrough Development Plan 


The . Minister of Housing and_ Local 
Government has approved with modifications 
the development plan for the County 
Borough of Middlesbrough. 
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Edinburgh Flats 


JPINBURGH CORPORATION ops 

ING COMMITTEE decided on Jung 
16 by one vote to erect four-storey flats ona 
central site in the Shrubhill area of Leith 
in preference to multi-storey flats, 

It was reported that a draft scheme for 
redevelopment had been submitted by thy 
town planning officer. With four-storgy 
development they could get 48 house u 
against 80 with ten-storey flats. 

In reply to a question, COUNCILLOR M, 4 
Murray said that the respective costs per 
house were £1,750 for the four-storey type 
and £2,300 for the multi-storey type. 


Glasgow Housing Progress 


A POST-WAR RECORD for municipal hougy 
may be achieved this year in Glasgoy, 
Figures issued on June 19 showed that 54 
had been built in May, to bring the fiy 
months total to 2,563. The aggregate fo 
the whole of last year was 3,929, Lag 
month’s figure was made up of 216 houses 
erected by direct labour, 226 tradition 
types by contractors, with another 62 non- 
traditional, and 70 by the Scottish Special 
Housing Association. At the moment ther 
are 7,547 houses under construction, 
including 4,152 by direct labour, while 4,37 
have been contracted for but not yet com 
menced., 


Higher Rents Warning 


WARNING ‘of an impending increase in th 
rents of municipal houses, with the alter 
tive of a general increase in rates, was given 
by TREASURER W. A. Corrie at a meeting of 
Lockerbie Town Council on June 16 whe 
he announced “a very substantial loss” in 
the housing revenue account for the past 
year. The question was remitted to th 
housing committee. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Carnwath.—Lanarkshire CC to erect 32 houses, for 
which the architect is Samuel MacColl (A.), Coutty 
chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Chryston.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans preparti 
for extensions and new classrooms, etc., at the Publi 
School. William Watt (F.), County Offices, Albertst, 
Motherwell-Wishaw. : 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans in hand for alterations an 
additions at Bulldale-st., Yoker, for Bull's Metal & 
Marines, Ltd. The architects are F. J. Beveridge & 
Dallachy (AA.), 248, West George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi 
tions at the Possil Engine Works, Possilpark, i 
which the architects are Frank Burnet, Boston, 
Bell (F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. | 4 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for extensions, — 
and additions at the Meiklegigg-cres. sch., for W : 
the architects are James Taylor Thomson, MacCrie 
Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Pians in hand for additions and alter 
tions to the oil and cake mills at the James oc 
Dock, for which the architects are Crawford & 
(A.), 133, Cathcart-st., Greenock. ai 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for the East _ 
Development Corporation scheme of 24 houses 
which the architect is 
House, East Kilbride. f rect 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for scheme fy) 
struction and additions for Burnside Hotel. 
William Twaddle, architect, Blythorn, Blantyre a 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for oh ry 
of Scotland halls which are to be erected at t 
Salsburgh. The architects are John Laird 
(A.), 87, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. New 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new_offices 4 Mile 
mains, for which -he architects are Cowie Fa 
(F.), Oakfield-chbrs., Main-st., Motherwell. . 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for Campbe) 
rop’s new public garage, new offices, workshops j 
pumps, etc., at Glebe-st., for which the sir a 
A. Buchanan Campbell, 128, Elderslie-st., Glass 


Frank Scott (L.), Torrent 
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: The Builder 


THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and pre- 
yous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk are 
‘seq in this number. The dates at the heads of 
paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


#{Cheltenham BC.—24 houses, Oldfield Court 
giate. Rainger, Rogers & Smithson, architects, 29, 
Rodney-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 


JUNE 30 


JULY 1. 
#+Camberwell BC.— 108 flats at site No. 
Croxted-rd. /Acacia-gr. TC. Dep. £5 5s. 
JULY 2 


*+Birmingham City C.—Doctor’s house at Sheldon 
Heathrd., Sheldon, contract 312; Offmoor-rd., Bart- 


38, 


ley Green, contract 314; Mackadown-la., Tile Cross, 
contract 316. City E & S. Dep. £2 2s. each 
contract. 


*{Bristol TC.—Seven houses at Lydstep-terr., Bed- 
minster. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Harrow UDC.—Public conveniences, Hatch End 
(2.sites); additions, dressing rooms, Roxbourne Park, 
South Harrow. E&S. Dep. £2 each. 

JULY 3 

*tHendon BC.—Public branch library at Orange 

‘Hill-rd., Burnt Oak, Edgware. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
: JULY 4 

*{Beds EC.—Secondary modern school, Sandy. 
County A., Bedford. 

#Essex CC.—3 
Chelmsford. 

*tSouth-Western Reg. Hosp. Board.—X-ray depart- 
ment at Exeter City Hospital. Regional: A. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


JULY 6. 
*tBuacks CC.—Infant and junior school, Farnham 
Royal, Slough. County A, Aylesbury. Dep. £5 5s. 
*tHants CC. — Police house, Victoria-rd., Netley, 
near Southampton. County A, Winchester. Dep. 


£1 Is, 
JULY 7. 


*tEastbourne BC.—Eight flats at corner of Caven- 
 atelaa BS. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
t 7. 


primary schools. County A, 


*tNorthants CC.—Alterations, smallholdings, Rec- 
tory Farm, Wootton. County A, Northampton. 
{Northants CC.—Conversion, Glapthorn-rd. hos- 
pital, Oundle. County A, Northampton. 


JULY 8. 
*{Bristol EC.—Stage 2 of conversion of block No. 1 
of Muiler’s Orphan Homes, Ashley Down. Chief 
Educ. Officer. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by August 20. 


JULY 9 
*{Durham County Police Authy.—Two police 
houses and office at Low Westwood Hamsterley 
; one house and office at The Crescent, 
e; five houses at Gray-ave., Sherburn Village 
Estate; and three houses and one office at Birch-cres., 
Burnopfield. The above in four contracts. G. Clay- 
ama, A to the Police Authy., Court-la., 


JULY 10. 

‘Bournemouth BC. — Alterations to sun lounge, 
ete., 26-28, Knyveton-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 1s. 

West Bromwich BC.—Roads and sewers on Lyttleton 
Hall estate. BS. Dep. £1 Is. 

West Riding CC.—Completion of 9 police houses at 
Oak-ave., Bingley. County A, Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘ JULY 11 

Lichfield City C.—72 dwellings, Wheel-la. estate. 
City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


*York TC.—Eight elderly people’s bungalows at 
Beck-la., Haworth. City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. 


Dep. £1. 
fie JULY 13 

enham BC.—Civil Defence Training Centre, 
Croydon-rd., West Wickham. BE&S. Dep. £2. 
Mactestee RDC.—Eight houses at Thornton-le- 
ors. T. Eaton, ARIBA, 16, White Friars, Chester. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
p Norton UDC.—Public conveniences at Church-st. 
fi oad FRIBA, 31, Quay-rd., Bridlington. Dep. 


JULY 14 


*Bournemouth BC.—16 flats on West Howe Estate 
contract WH 16. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. — . 





Docking RDC.—12 dwellings at Mill-la., 
stone. G. Gibson, Hsg. Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tEccles BC.—Contract A, 102 dwellings; contract 
B, 146 dwellings; contract C, 58 dwellings; at Brook- 
house estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

Louth BC. — Demolition of existing cottages and 
erection of 18 flats at Springside. TC. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 15. 
Oy aimed BC.—16 houses. Boro’ A. 
s. 


JULY 16. 

*Berkshire CC.—Pair of cottages at Institute of Agri- 
culture, Hurley, nr. Maidenhead. County A., Read- 
ing. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Harrow UDC. — Three aged persons’ bungalows, 
West End-la., Pinner. E&S. Dep. £2. 


JULY 18 


*Hornchurch UDC.—48 houses, 
ham. S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 20 


Barrowford UDC.—Trades for erection of 18 houses 
at — Causeway estate. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. each 
trade. 

Dodworth UDC.—72 houses on the South-rd. site, 
No. 2. Howard and Benson, F/FRIBA, architects 
bs sag Council, 88, Mosley-st., Manchester. Dep. 


*Lincoln City C.—Six shops with maisonettes over 
= garages, on Riseholm Estate. City A. Dep. 
.. 
*Wellingborough UDC.—112 houses at Croyland 
Farm estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Syder- 


Dep. 


Front-la., Cran- 


JULY 22. 
_—™ BC.—24 pairs of houses. BE&S. Dep 
3. 
JULY 23. ; 


Bournemouth CB.—Excavation and construction of 
ys underground chamber. BE. Town Hall. Dep 


JULY 27. 
*Hemel Hempstead BC.—58 houses and 4 garages, 
Warners End. B & Water E, Market-sq. 
JULY 28 


*Brighton CBC.—16 houses, Woodingdean Estate. 
BE&S, 26-30, Kings-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Chesham UDC.—16 houses at Fullers Hill. L. C. 
Powell, FRIBA, Norfolk House, Station-rd., Chesham. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE 


*{+Durham CC.—Farmhouse and steading at Lands 
Farm, Cockfield. County A., Court-la. 











ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


All types of Roofing 
Materials are available 
for Immediate Delivery 
from our London Stocks. 
e@e 
BEST WELSH SLATES 
AND DAMPCOURSES. 


ASBESTOS CEMENT- 
SHEETS AND FITTINGS. 


ASBESTOS R/W GOODS. 


THE BODDY ROOFING 
COMPANY LIMITED 
81ESSEX ROAD, LONDON, N.1 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 
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“PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 29. 

*+Bristol EC.—Heating, water and gas services at 
Coilege of Technology, block No. 1, Ashdown-rd. 
Chief Educ. Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 6. 

*tNorthumberland CC.—Fencing, Blyth Campus 

site. County A, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 1. - 
JULY 8 
*Dunstable BC.—Exterior painting and repair of 


50 bungalows on the Downside Estate. MHsg. Estates 
Manager. Dep. £1 Is. 3 
JULY 10 
*Southend-on-Sea BC.—Re-roofing of external 
corridors at Westcliff High School for Boys. Boro’ A. 


Dep. £2. 


JULY 17. 
*Hornsey BC.—External decorations, Stroud Green 
school and Hornsey High School. BE&S. 
JULY 20 


*Stepney BC.—External redecoration to Brunton 
Wharf Estate and Limehouse Fields (New) Estate 
terraced houses, El4. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 29 
*+Gateshead CBC.—Bulk excavation 
liminary site works at Barn-cl. BS. 
Tenders by July 9. 
JUNE 30. 


+Sedgley UDC.—Surface dressing of 50,000 sq. yds. 
roads. W. Jones, AMICE, The Limes, Dudley-rd., 
Sedgley. 


and _pre- 
Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 9. 

Lancaster TC.—Asphalt surfacing on the trunk road 
within the city. City E, Town Hall. Lancaster. Dep. 
£3. 

Bognor Regis UDC. — Making-up of Carlton-ave. 
E&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 10. 

Accrington BC.—Asphalt surfacing of main roads in 
the borough. BE&S, Town Hall. 

Hereford City C.—Resurfacing of various roads. 
City S. Dep. £1 Is. 

JULY 11. 

Dewsbury CB.—Roads and sewers on the Church- 
la./School-la. housing site. BE&S, Municipal-bldgs., 
Halifax-rd., Dewsbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

Louth RDC.—About 32 miles of mains in various 
parishes, contract No. 16. John H. Haiste & Ptnrs., 
engineers, 4, Queen-sq., Woodhouse-la., Leeds 2. Dep. 


3s. 
JULY 13. 
Clacton UDC.— Road works 
E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
Scunthorpe BC.—Surface dressing of roads. 
Comforts-ave. 


in Tewkesbury-rd. 
BS, 


JULY 14. 

Bath City C.—Heating and planing of 7,000 yds. 
super road surface in Lower Bristol-rd. (A36). City E. 

Edmonton BC.—Reconstruction of Silver-st. (A406), 
and Montagu-rd. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

York TC.—Reconstruction of Askham-la. from_its 
junction with Gale-la. to the City boundary. City 
E&S, 7, St. Leonards-pl. Dep. £3. 

JULY 15. 

Bucks CC.—Making-up of Boundary-rd., Penn-rd., 
and Fieldway, Chalfont St. Peter. County S, County 
Offices, Aylesbury. Dep. £2. 

Leeds City C.—Sewering and kerbing within the 


pa! for three years from September 1. City E. Dep. 
S. 
St. Austell UDC.—Par and St. 


Blazey sewerage. 
E&S, Municipal Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 
JULY 17. 
tWalthamstow BC.—Road and sewer works. TC, 
Town Hall. 
JULY 20. 
Leeds TC.—Construction of Middleton No. 1 out- 
fall sewer. City E, Civic Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
Wakefield TC.—Erection of r.c. bridge in Stand. 
bridge-la. City E, Town Hall. 


*Watford RDC.—Footpaths etc., Wynyard-close 


and Downer-drive, Sarratt. S. A. Nicholson, C. 
Dep. £1 Is. 

JULY 27. 
Bristol City (C.—Reconstruction of Rockingham 


— Avonmouth. City E & Planning Officer. Dep. 
£2 2s. 
JULY 31. 
Kettering RDC. — Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works at Rushton. Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, 
engineers, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—DWELLINGS.—BE&S_ proposed revised 
estimate of £24,453 for the erection of 12 dwellings at 
Sisters-ave. /Marjorie-gr. 

Battersea.—DEVELOPMENT.—BC recommended to 
raise loan of £50,000 for acquisitions in the Battersea 
Park-rd. area in connection with the next stage of 
the scheme following the Anerley-st. section. 


Bermondsey.—APPOINTMENT.—IP Com. recommend 
that W. G. Edwards & A. Avery Hall, 9-10, Black- 
friars-rd., SE1, be appointed as quantity surveyors for 
the erection of flats on Moodkee-st. and Linsey-st. 
sites. 

Bermondsey.—DEVELOPMENT.—Council A. has been 
instructed by TP Com. to prepare plans for develop- 
ment of housing site No. 10 and the Cherry Garden- 
st./Marigold-st. areas. 


Bermondsey.—FLats.—Approval has been given by 
TP Com. to preliminary proposals submitted by Stock, 
Page & Stock, architects, 3, Fanshawe-st., N1, for erec- 
tion of 98 flats. 

Camberwell.—SitE AcQUISITION.—BC are to acquire 
for housing purposes site No. 129, Highshore-rd.; site 
No. 82 (part) All Saints Church; site No. 82 (part) 
15-21 (odd), Cator-st.; site No. 83 (part) Camden 
Church; site No. 83 (part) 79 and 81, Peckham-rd. 

Hammersmith.—FLATs AND MAISONETTES.—BC con- 
sent has been sought by Basil G. Duckett, ARIBA, 80, 
Wimpole-st., W1, to the erection of 10 flats and 2 
maisonettes at Nos. 1-7, Ashchurch-gr., W12. 

Hampstead.—DweELLincs.—BC have received LCC 
TP approval to the erection of 7 blocks of dwellings 
on Primrose-hill/Fellows-rd. housing site. 


Islington.—SiTE AcCQUISITION.—BC are to purchase 
for housing purposes the sites of Nos. 50 and 52, 
Whadcoat-st. and 1 to 5a, Kelvin-rd., the latter as 
part of the Addington Mansions extension scheme. 

Islington.—APPOINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
BC to appoint E. C. P. Monson, FA.RIBA, 120, 
Moorgate-st., EC2, as architects, and O. E. Parratt, 
FRICS, Adelaide House, London Bridge, EC4, as 
quantity surveyor in connection with the erection of 
a tenants’ common room on the site of the existing 
** Crown ”’’ public-house in Sussex-cl. The latter will 
be removed upon the erection of the new ‘‘ Enter- 
prise ’’ public-house at the junction of Sussex-way/ 
Kingsdown-rd., proposed by Watney, Combe Reid & 
Co., Ltd., Stag Brewery, SW1. 


Lambeth.—APpPoInTMENT.—BC are recommended to 
appoint Davis, Belfield and Everest, 9, Ashley-pl., 
SWI, as quantity surveyors for the development of 
site No. 66, Alexandra-dr. 

Lambeth.—Loan SANcCTION.—MH&LG granted loan 
sanction for £60,538 to BC for the erection of 20 
dwellings and 7 shops on site No. 15, Knight’s Hill. 


Lambeth. — DEVELOPMENT. — Hsg. Com. have 
approved main proposals of A. W. Kenyon, FRIBA, 
15, Adeline-pl., WC1, for development of site No. 2, 
Hartington-rd., in three stages by 684 flats in blocks of 
from four to 11 storeys at total estimated cost 
£1,956,500. Hsg. Com. also recommend the appoint- 
ment of M. I. Addams, BSc., MISE. 1, Gower-st., 
WCl, as consulting engineer, and H. M. Millar, 
FRICS, 88a, St. Johns Wood High-st., NW8, as quan- 
tity surveyor for the scheme. 

Lambeth.—ExTensIons.—Transfer of No. 138, 
Lansdowne-way from BC to General Post Office for 
the extension of GPO premises in Wandsworth-rd. has 
been recommended by Hsg. Com. 


Paddington.—Housinc.—TP Com. have instructed 
Director of Housing to prepare a fresh scheme of de- 
velopment for Marylands-rd. area. 


Paddington.—ApPoINTMENT.—BC are recommended 
to engage C. Sweett & Ptnrs., 48, Bedford-row, WC1, 
as quantity surveyors in connection with the Lance- 
field-ct. (extension) housing scheme. 

Paddington.—DEVELOPMENT.—BC have submitted to 
LCC for planning approval detailed drawings prepared 
by Boro’ A of stage 2 of the Hall Park area develop- 
ment scheme. 


Stoke Newington.—F.Lats.—BC recommended to 
give final approval to scheme for erection of 22 flats 
at 10-18 (even), Victorian-gr. housing scheme, esti- 
mated cost £47,517; also to the appointment of E. C. 
Harris & Ptnrs., 3, Bedford-sq., WC1, as quantity 
surveyors for the scheme. 

Westminster.—FLATs.—Detailed drawings ‘are to be 
prepared by Riches & Blythin, FA.RIBA, 16, North- 
umberland-ave., WC2, for erection of a 9-storey block 
of flats on site Nos. 41-43, Ebury Bridge-rd. 


Westminster.—HoTteL ExTENSIONS.—City C are re- 

commended to approve the granting of an option to 
the Washington Hotel (London), Ltd., to purchase 
Nos. 5, Sa and 5b, Curzon-st. and 28, Clarges-st. for 
the purpose of erecting an extension to the Washington 
Hotel, 6 and 7, Curzon-st. 
» ‘Westminster.—CuurcH.—No objection in principle 
has been made by TP Com. to proposals for the re- 
construction of the Church of the Sacred Heart and 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Horseferry-rd., by 
the Roman Catholic authorities. 


(PROVINCIAL) 
Barnsley.—Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. approved in 
principle restoration of Mount Vernon Hospital, also 
erection of post-operative unit at Beckett Hospital. 
Bishop Auckland.—Durham Cty. EC plan erection 
of technical college at Bishop Auckland. First stage of 


THE BUILDER 


laboratories and work- 
Cty. A is G. R. Clay- 


work, including classrooms, 
shops, will cover 24,000 sq. ft. 
ton, Court-la., Durham. 

Bridgnorth.—RDC to prepare detailed plans for 60 
of proposed 116 houses at Highley.—To erect six houses 
at Monkhopton No. 2 estate, six at Chetton No. 1 
estate, eight at Neenton No. 1 estate, six at Stotterton 
No. 2 estate, six at Worfield No. 3 estate, and six at 
Eudon George No. 1 estate.—TC propose completion 
of 100 houses in 1954.—To issue licence for £20,000 
to Messrs. Horne & Meredith for erection of eight 
houses at Conduit-la. 

Burton Latimer.—UDC propose six aged persons’ 
bungalows at Finedon-rd. estate. 

Cheadle and Gatley.—UDC to erect public hall ad- 
joining Birchall-ave., Adswood. 

Crook (Co. Durham).—UDC to develop new housing 
site of six acres at Hunwick. Council’s architects, 
T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. 

Cumberland.—CC to let contracts for erection of 
nurses’ houses with surgery, waiting space and garage 
at Parton and Bothel. Plans by Cty. A, H. 
Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Dewsbury.—BC propose erection of two-storey type 
flats, architect, Firth, Son & Blackburn, Crackenedge- 
la.—To invite tenders for 110 houses at Syke-la. estate 
and 120 at Dewsbury Moor estate. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—UDC aims to build 300 houses this 
year. Surveyor, H. Fawcett. 

Gateshead.—Corp. received sanction for combined 
child welfare and school clinic at Carr Hill, cost 
£11,500. Plans by Boro’ S, A. J. McGregor. 

Gateshead.—Corp. to build eight police houses by 
direct labour. S, A. McGregor. 

Golborne.—UDC to erect 50 houses for key workers 
at Risley Division of Atomic Energy; seek loan 
£64,718 for 50 houses at Lowton-rd. estate. 

Harrogate.—Governors of Ashfield College propose 
extensions, £80,000 est. 

Keighley.—EC approved erection of Highfield sec. 
mod. sch., between Braithwaite Open-Air sch. and 
Holme House Woods. 

Leeds.—EC propose erection of canteen kitchen for 
Leeds mod. sch. and Lawnswood high sch. Plans by 
City A. 

Manchester.—TC propose erection of 546 dwellings 
at Ridgeway-st., Ancoats, £1.138.000 est. City A,. 
L.C. Howitt. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C to let contracts for erec- 
tion of 21 flats in three storeys at Guildford-pl. and 
Cheltenham-ter. and 81 houses on Kenton North 
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estate. Plans by City A, G. Kenyon, 1g Cloth. 
market.—City Health Com. plan erection of 
six clinics on scattered sites in city area. Sites about 
earmarked at Fenham and Fordham, and work 
pected to begin next year.—Plans approved for con | 
ing ‘‘ Eskbank ”’ and Saville nursing home Gane 
rd. into home for aged people, for City C.” Plang 
City A.—Henry Gatoff, 25, Trafalgar-st.. New”? 
architect for garage and warehouse, in Ouse-st for 


R. Rankin & Sons.—Consideration being given by 3 


Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., ‘‘ Dunira,” Qg 
rd., to conversion of premises in Abbotsford-ter. 
accommodation for assistant matron and 25 member 
of domestic staff at Fleming Memorial Hospital 
Board’s Chief A, P. H. Knighton. 5 , 

Oldham.—BC received approval 
further 106 houses. 

Oswestry.—Dame Agnes Hunt Memorial Com 
pose 28 .bungalows at Derwen, Gobowen i 
Oswestry. es 7 

Penrith.—_W. Binney, architect, Appleby, 
land, prepared outline plans for erection on - 
community centre for private promoters jp De 
Whelpdale-la. Proposal includes dance hall, Concert 
hall, exhibition gallery, catering arrangements and 
indoor swimming pool. 

Poulton-le-Fylde.—UDC propose conversion ot 
Poulton Vicarage into Town Hall, £15,750 est. 

Rothbury.—RDC has planned to build 
houses. Plans by S. 

Saddleworth.—UDC to erect 104 houses and 12 fias 
at Carr Barn estate, Greenfield. Architects, Howard 
& Benson, 88, Mosley-st., Manchester. 

Salford.—TC approved 16 shops and flats at § 
Stephens-st. J 

Salop.—CC approved erection of welfare centre a 
Iron Bridge, Wellington. 

Scarborough.—RDC seek loan £19.216 for modem. 
sation of 133 houses. 

Seaton Valley.—UDC propose to build bus stn, x 
Seaton Delaval. Plans by S, T. Burgess. 

Sheffield.—Trustees of Hillsborough  Tabernack 
Union Church seek licence £12,000 for rebuilding of 
church. 

Sheffield.—TC to lease site at Scotland-st., Furnace 
Hill, and Snow-la., to H. Barringham, Ltd., for eres 
tion of factory, warehouses and offices.—EC to pur 
chase site at Alms Hill for erection of sec. sch. 

Sheffield.—MoE approval received for Bradway 


cty. jun. and inf. schs; 560 places, £89,936; King 
Egbert sec. tech. sch; 714 places, £205,000; Newfield 
cty. sec. sch. No. 1; 680 places, £187,000; ‘* reserve 
project,’’ Newfield cty. sec. sch. No. 2; as No. 1. 

Skipton.—RDC considering erection of further 6 
houses. 

Solihull.—UDC propose erection of branch library 
in Hobs Moat district. 

Southport.—TC approved erection of eight honse 
at Heathfield-rd., and four police flats at Segars-la, 

Staffs.—-CC propose purchase and adaptation of 
Dove Leys, Rocester, as approved sch.—CC approved 
following: School clinic and welfare centre at Gres 
Croft-st., Darlaston; inf. welfare centre at Walk-la 
and Planks-la., Wombourn; inf. welfare centre a 
Wolverhampton-rd., Codsall; inf. welfare centre at 
Bloxwich-rd., Short Heath, and subsidiary health centre 
at Bentley estate, Darlaston; approved in principle 
combined fire and ambulance station at Park-la. estate, 
Biddulph, and maternity and child welfare centre a 
Rising Brook, Stafford. 

Standish UDC approved plans, 20 houses 
Coniston Park-dr., for Naylor & Walkden, Ltd, 
Adlington. 

Stockport.—Wilsons Brewery Co., Ltd., propose e 
tensions to Touchstone Inn, Mersey-sq. (a 
allowed). 

Stourbridge.—TC approved erection of two shops at 
corner of Kingsway and Devon-rd. 


Urmston.—UDC approved plans for religious hil 


for erection’ of 


60 more 


at Walmsley-gr., for Urmston Christian Science 
Society. 
Warrington.—Liverpool Reg. Hospital Brd. seek 
Ministry approval for extensions to Newchurc 
Hospital. 


Wigton.—RDC approved layout plans for second 
stage of Western Bank estate development scheme, 
providing for 154 houses instead of 142 as originally 
proposed. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. | 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depatt 
ments. 

Alston.—Two houses and eight flats at Nenthead, for 
RDC. Architects, Graham & Roy, Paternoster-10¥, 
Carlisle: *H. Kearton & Sons, Market-pl., Alstos, 
£12,300 (revised tender). 

Bakewell.—13 houses in limestone blocks at 
Sterndale, for RDC: *Furniss & Hassall, Ltd., £19 f 
20 houses in brick and stucco at Youlgreave: 
Marsden, Youlgreave, £27,904. ‘ie 

Battersea.—Works for BC. Ten houses, one flat ty 
one maisonette at Sisters-ave. /Marjorie-gr. site: World 
Dept., £22,779; eight flats at 1-15, Salcott-rd.: 
Dept., £14,383. 
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—30 houses at Allestree, for RDC: *J. H. 
weet Derby, £36,589; 12 houses at Bullings-la., 
fn sRipleys, Ltd., Derby, £17,000. 

—Two blocks of shops, maisonettes, flats 
es at Captain’s-la. site, for BC. BS: *W. W. 
ae, Ld., 92, Liverpool-rd. North, Maghull, 
£40,203. 
por (Cheshire).—Further 50 Wates houses, for 
we: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
iverpool. 
-on-Trent.—Cloakroom and lavatory accom- 
tion at Uxbridge-st. schools, for EC: *P. W 
suistiton, Etwall, Notts, £6,773 (revised tender). 

Camberwell. —16 flats at Cleve Hall estate, for BC: 

‘pirect Labour, £31,055 (amended estimate). 
e.—Construction of apprentices’ training sch., 
British Railways: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Liverpool. 

Croydon.—Works for CB. 194 dwellings at Auck- 
yod-rd., Sylvan-hill and Church-rd., SE19: *W. J. 
tums, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 78, Mount-st., WI, 
7363,559; 150 dwellings at New Addington estate, 
month section: *R. Mansell, Ltd., 19-25, Grant-rd., 
Croydon, £213,450 (both subject to Ministry approval). 

Cackfield.—34 dwellings, Hassocks, for RDC. A. 
Hutchings, MIMun.E, E&S: _*Saunders (Contractors), 
Ltd., London-rd., Burgess Hill, Sussex, £41,866. 

Cumberland.—Erection of houses, for CC. Six at 
Whitehaven: *Border Engineering Contractors, Ltd., 
Queen-st., Whitehaven. 

Darlington.—Construction of the superstructure at 
Broken Scar pumping stn., for Tees Valley Water Brd, 
Corporation-rd., Middlesbrough. T. S. R. Winter, 
Brd.’s engineer and manager: *Sir Lindsay Parkinson & 
Co., Ltd., Blackpool, £86,836 (subject to Ministry 


for 
ld., 


approval). 
Derby.—Houses at Mackworth estate, for TC: 
‘Direct Labour (200); *Vic Hallam, Ltd., Valley 


Works, Langley Mill (140). 

(IoM).—92 houses and 24 flats at Willaston 
estate, for TC: *McCormick & Davies, Ltd., Willas- 
ton estate. . 

teshead.—Factory accommodation : 
Prem for Hoggetts Products, Ltd. Architects, 
Arthur & Kirkup, 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead: 
‘Dingwall & Sons, Nelson Works, Bottle Bank, 
Gateshead. 


in Back 


Gateshead.—Piling work in connection with pro- Blood, Ltd. (£2,784); Provision of drawing office Shaw-st., 


factory additions at Team Valley, for_Fusarc, 
Ltd., Gateshead. Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick and 
McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Franki 


Compressed Piling Co., Ltd., Victoria-st., London, [td. (£4,125); Redecoration of Thomas Fairchild Lyne, Alterations for 


$W1 (general building contract not let). | 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and_addi- 
tions for manufacturing firm at The Queenslie Indus- 
trial estate: *North & Partners, Queen-st. chbrs., 
Maidenhead. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for extensions, alterations 
and additions to the Commercial Garage: *The Bryden 
Construction Co., Ltd., Carlton House, Blythswood- 
sq., Glasgow. 

Glossop.—118 dwellings at Pyegrove site, for BC: 
*G. A. Lomas & Co., Ltd., Lingard-la., Bredbury. 

Gt. Yarmouth.—10 police h-uses and 2 old people’s 
bungalows, for BC. H. F. Dyson, MBE, MIMunE, 
BE. Quantities by Philip Pank & Ptnrs. 

R. H. Carter & Sons, Great Yarmouth .. £17,345 


A. E. Wyatt, Great Yarmouth 16,311 
A. Blake, Great Yarmouth .. 16,124 
A. §. Peacock & Co., Gorleston 15,974 
A. J. Thurston, Gorleston .. pe +. ESA4IS 
*H. A. Holmes & Sons, Ltd., South Ice 

House Hill, Gorleston ay > BM 
Hackney.—Works for BC. Eight dwellings at 
Graham-rd. (No. 2) site: *Déirect Labour, £16,375; 


ee at Ainsworth-rd. site: *Direct Labour, 
350, 


Hammersmith. Works for BC. Six flats at Mel- 
tose-gdns.: *Direct Labour, £10,443; conversion of 
Nos. 11, 13, and 15, Lakeside-rd., into seven self-con- 
tained flats: *Wm. Brown & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 
£9,708; erection of two maisonettes at Beauclerc-rd.: 
*Direct Labour, £5,977. 

Hampstead.—Works for BC. 96 maisonettes and 
12 flats at Broadhurst-gdns. (part 1) scheme: *Wm. 
Moss & Sons, Ltd., £220,682; seven dwellings on site 
of 63, Fitzjohn’s-ave.: *Roff & Son, Ltd., 55, Heath- 
st., NW3, £14,715. 

Harrogate.—Erection of new offices for ICI, Ltd.: 
*Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London.~ 

Hartlepool.—Timber unloading wharf at Hartlepool 
with a frontage of 480 ft., est. to cost £330,000: 
*John Howard Co., Ltd., Buckingham-gate, London. 

Islington.—Construction of 60 flats at Sable-st. and 
Alwyne-la. housing sites, for BC 


Thos, Bates & Son, Ltd., Harold Wood .. £126,844 
Circle Construction Co., Ltd., Wembley .. 125,162 
J. Murphy & Sons, Ltd., N4.. ...—«.-—«:120,224 
M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham .. 119,889 
*Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tower Works, Dunloe- 

ave., Tottenham, N17 ag on .. 118,320 


Lambeth.—Erection of three blocks of flats com- 
Prising 57 dwellings at Acre-la., for BC. 


J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., SW1 .. .. £117,950 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. 117,630 
Rice & Son, Ltd., SW9 as <3 111,920 
Allen Fairhead & Son, Ltd., Enfield 111,247 
H. T. Oliver Sons, Ltd., SW9 oa 109,000 
Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., NW2 sare 


Wilson Lovatt & Sons, SW1 .. 
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Wates, Ltd., SW16 .. aa si .. 108,067 
Clark Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont, Surrey 108,044 
M. J. Glgeson, North Cheam. . me .. 107,442 
*Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tower Works, Dunloe- 
ave., Tottenham, N15 a a .. 105,506 
Leamington Spa.—Houses for TC. 108 at Bruns- 


wick-st.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London; 14 at 
Lillington estate: *Sayce Bros. & Co., Tachbrooke-st., 
Leamington; 14 at Lillington estate: *A. R. Lane & 
Co., Ltd., Buckley-rd., Leamington; three blocks of 
flats at Lillington estate: *E. Crowder & Sons, Ltd., 
South-rd., Birmingham. 

Leeds.—Erection of temporary classroom blocks at 
Manston and Swannow CP sch., for EC: *Wm. 
Airey & Son (Leeds), Ltd., Eldon House, Leeds 2. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended June 20. 

Civil engineering work: Hussey Egan & Pickmere, 
Ltd., Crumlin, Co. Antrim; A. Monk & Co., Ltd., 
Warrington, Lancs. Building work: James Miller 
Ptnrs., Ltd., Edinburgh 2; Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 
Gerrards Cross, Bucks; William T. Nicholls, Ltd., 
Gloucester. General maintenance work: ‘A. Ross & 
Co., Westgate-on-Sea, Kent; Carney Bros., Rugeley, 
Staffs. 

London (British Railways).—The following contracts 
have been let by the Eastern Region of British 
Railways:— 

Renewal of engine preparation pits at Stratford 
motive power depot: *Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, 
Church End, Finchley, N3. Repair of roadways in 
King’s Cross and Stratford districts: *Johnson_Bros. 
(Aylesford), Ltd., Vale-rd., Tonbridge, Kent. Repair 
of roadways in Peterborough and Cambridge districts: 
*Constable, Hart & Co., Ltd., Lion House, Richmond, 
Surrey. Repair of roadways in Ipswich and Norwich 
districts: *Improved Macadams, Ltd., Chertsey-rd., 
Feltham, Middlesex. Repair of roadways in Doncaster 
and Sheffield districts: *Modern Paviors, Ltd., 17, 
Saltaire-rd., Shipley, Yorks. 


L.C.C.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value placed 
by L.C.C. during period April 13 to May 29:— 

Sanitary improvements at Ellerslie prim. sch., 
Hammersmith: *E. J. Lacy & Co., Ltd. (£3,090); 
Electrical installation at Telferscot prim. and sec. ass 
Wandsworth: *Electrical Contracting Co. (£3,299); Re- 
decoration of Acland sec. sch.: *M. & F. Frawley, 
Ltd. (£4,832); Redecoration of Fossdene prim. and 
sec. schs.: *A. W. Ounsted, Ltd. (£4,642); Erection of 
schoolkeeper’s house at West-sq. sec. sch.: *Wm. 


accommodation at Ebury cty. sec. sch., Westminster: 
*Howard & Co. (£4,643); Redecoration of Sudbourne 
rim. sch., Lambeth: *The Bunung Construction Co., 


prim. sch., Shoreditch: *Gray, Conoley & Co., Ltd. 
(£6,485); Construction of foundations and erection of 
schoolkeeper’s house at Parliament Hill cty. comp.: 
*J. Garrett & Son, Ltd. (£26,368); Electrical installa- 
tion at Meridian prim. sch., Greenwich: *Johnson, 
Smith & Co., Ltd. (£3,082); Erection of schoolkeeper’s 
house at Ilderton prim. sch.: *Owen, Johnson Build- 
ing, Ltd. (£2,872); Construction of block 9 of flats 
and other work at Ocean estate, Stepney: *Gee, 
Walker & Slater, Ltd. (£57,320); Electrica installation 
at Elmfield sec. sch.: *D. C. Engineering Co., Ltd. 
(£3,249); Adaptation of Bradstow boarding special sch., 
Broadstairs, Kent: *Edmund Dunn (£10,789); Rebuild- 
ing of women’s conveniences at Parliament Hill: 
*C.B.C., Ltd. (£2,648); Painting and cleaning at 
Christopher Marlowe sec. and Marlowe prim. schs., 
Deptford: *John Kent (London), Ltd. (£4,227); Paint- 
ing and cleaning at Globe prim. sch., Bethnal Green: 
*J, & J. Dean, Ltd. (£4,903); Erection of hutted class- 
rooms at Brockley and Gordonbrock prim. schs. 
*Flowitt & Co., Ltd. (£5,875); Erection of hutted class- 
rooms at Dunraven, Telferscot and Estreham sec: 
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schs.: *H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. (£11,779); Erection 
of hutted classrooms at Elmfield sec. sch., Wands- 
worth: *H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. (£7,609); Erection 
of hutted classroom accommodation and other works 
at_Chelsea and Mary Boon sec. schs.: *Burles (Lon- 
don), Ltd. (£6,099); Reinstatement of pavilion at King 
John’s Walk playing field, Eltham: *T. Rider & Son, 
Ltd. (£5,535); Electrical installation at Lyndhurst- 
grove prim. sch., Camberwell: *Electrical Contracting 
Co. (£3,022); Provision of glazed wall cladding at 
Parliament Hill sch. extension, St. Pancras: *Henry 
Hope & Sons, Ltd. (£12,380); Adaptation and exten- 
sion of Foxgrove Lodge, Beckenham Place Park: *T. 
Rider & Son, Ltd. (£3,381); War-damage repairs and 
improvements at the Cavendish annexe of Barrett-st. 
tech. col.: *Roff & Son, Ltd. (£6,299); Erection of 
hutted classrooms at West Norwood sec. sch.: *Siggs 
& Chapman, Ltd. (£5,900); Erection of first stage of 
Barrow Hill-rd. cty. prim. sch. and schoolkeeper’s 
house: *J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd. (£59,647). 


London (Metropolitan Police).—Tenders placed by 
Metropolitan Police:— 

Erection of 12 houses at Avelon-rd. and Royal-cres., 
WI13: *Perry’s (Ealing), Ltd., £24,847. 


{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW for 
fortnight ended June 13:— 

London: Telephone House, Temple-ave., EC4, In- 
ternal decorations, Sykes & Son, Ltd., 3, Essex-st., 
Strand, WC2; King Edward Building, EC1, New 
workshop and garages, A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 79, 
Eccleston-sq., London, SW1; Prison Commission, 
Huntingdon-st., Pentonville, Islington, Six houses, 
John Greenwood, Ltd., King William-st. House, 
Arthur-st., EC4; Home Office, 271 High Holborn, 
WC1, Internal decorations, Sykes & Son, Ltd., 8, 
Essex-st., Strand, WC2; Government Office, White- 
hall (Southern Block), Internal decorations, J. Scott 
Fern, Ltd., 42, Calderwood-st., London, SE18. 
Cardiganshire: Cardigan, Erection of T.E., Wm. T. 
Nicholls, Ltd., 105, Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. Derby- 
shire: Sudbury, 12 houses, G. Shipman & Son, Ltd., 
Newlands-dr., Riddings, Derby. Gloucestershire : 
Sea Transport Stores, Wapley, New workshop to 
sheds Nos. 1 and 3, H. C. Wakefield & Sons, Ltd., 
Whitson-st., St. James, Bristol 1. Hampshire: 
H.M.S. Dryad, Portsmouth, 32 houses, John Hunt, 
Ltd., Cleveland-rd., Gosport. Lancs: Moss Side 
State Institution, New laundry, etc., Tysons (Con- 
tracts), Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool 5, M/Works, Joint 
Depot, 60, Soho-st., Liverpool, Alterations and 
adaptations, Worthingtons (Contractors), Ltd., 8, 
Liverpool 6; Post office, Silk-st., Liverpool, 
Erection of supplementary sorting office, Geo. Moss 
& Sons, Ltd., Pennington Saw Mills, Leigh, Lancs; 
Post office, Star Cinema, Church-st., Ashton-under- 
proposed sorting office, W. 
Fearnley & Sons (Salford), Ltd., Eccles New-rd., 
Salford. Merionethshire: M/F Slaughter House, 
Arran-rd., Dolgelly, Alterations and additions, Mr. 
Arthur Jones, Victoria Works, Well-st., Dolgelly. 
Worcs: T.R.E., Malvern, Additional work, Spicers 
(Builders), Ltd., Ombersley-rd., Worcester. 


qLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Dept. for week ended June 13 


Northumberland: Building, Thomas Muckle & 
Sons, Rothbury. Yorks: Painting and. decorating, 
F. Labbett & Sons, Nottingham. Cumberland: 


Asphalt roofing, Associated Asphalt Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, SWI6. Lanarkshire: Miscellaneous, L. K. 
Mackenzie & Partners, Ltd., Glasgow, Cl. Essex: 
Concrete construction, E. A. Coryn & Son, Horn- 
church. London: Building, Old Forge Estates, Ltd., 
Sidcup. Kent: - Miscellaneous, = Webster 
(Folkestone), Ltd., Folkestone. Norfolk: Road re- 


pairs, Wirksworth Quarries, Ltd., London, NI. 
Middlesex: Electrical cable installation, Grierson, 
Ltd., London, SW7. Worcestershire: Electrical 


work, Abell & Smith’s Electric Co., Ltd., Worcester. 
Cheshire: Miscellaneous, J. H. Thomas (Irby), Ltd., 
Wirral. Hampshire: Tar spraying of roads, Thames 
Tar Products & Contractors, Ltd., West Croydon. 
Dorsetshire: Roof repairs, Maurice Hill, Ltd., Bed- 
hampton. Wilts: Painting and decorating, F. Lab- 
bett & Sons, Nottingham. Hampshire: Civil engi- 
neering, Leighton Contractors, Ltd., London, WI1. 


Morpeth.—Erection of a child welfare centre at 
Morpeth, for the Northumberland CC: *J. Wilson, Old- 
gate, Morpeth. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—21 houses on the Copperas-la. 
housing site, for City Council. City A, G. Kenyon, 
18, Cloth-market, Newcastle: *E. Jeffcock (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., 107, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of five police houses 
in Slatyford-la., for City Council. City A, 18, Cloth- 
market, Newcastle: *J. J. Hedley, 9, Manor Chare, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £7,451. 


North Riding.—Erection of school at Eston, North 
Riding. Architects, Tasker & Child, New Bridge-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: . M._ Stonehouse, Ltd., 
Osborne-rd., West Hartlepool. 


Northumberland.—School meals central kitchen at 
Seaton Burn, for E.C., est. to cost £20,000. Plans by 
the Cty. A: *A. Carr, Stoddart-st., Shieldfield, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 


Paddington.—Superstructure, etc., works for second 
stage development of 113 flats at John Aird Court: 
*Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., £234,378. 


Peterlee (Co. Durham).—Erection of 113 houses at: 
Chapel Hill, for Peterlee Development Corporation, 
Shotton Hall, Castle Edep. Plans by the Corpora- 
tion’s Chief A: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard. 
House, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Rochdale.—306 dwellings, Kirkholt estate, for BC: 
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*Roy & Partners, Ltd., Guardian Assurance-bldgs., 25, 
Cross-st., Manchester 2, and not as published in our 


issue of June 19. 
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Rochdale.—Four police houses at Halifax-rd., for 
TC: *T. Wilkinson & Sons, Ltd., Rochdale, £8,988. 

Ruislip-Northwood.—Erection of 26 houses and 40 
maisonettes at Whitby-rd., Eastcote, for UDC. E&sS, 
Council Offices, Oaklands Gate, Northwood: *F. Evans 
& Co., 5, Hamlin-cres., Pinner, Middx, £97,829. 


Seaham.—48 houses on Section 17 and 54 houses on 
Section 18 of the Westlea estate, for UDC. Surveyor, 
A. M. Smith, Cliff House, Tempest-pl., Seaham: 
ig & Edwards, Ltd., Eden-ter., Durham-rd., Sunder- 
and. 

Sheffield.—Houses for TC at Hackenthorpe estate: 
*Mr. T. V. Simpson, Sheffield, £68,925 (46); *J. W. 
Sivil, Ltd., Sheffield, £89,799 (38 and 36 flats); *Wm. 
Memmory & Sons, Ltd., £54,315 (38); *J. F. Finnegan 
(Sheffield), Ltd., £169,547 (122); *F. Ridal & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., £76,449 (54); *C. L. Marcroft, Ltd., 
£53,897 (38); *Reeves Charlesworth, Ltd., £54,597 (34 
and eight flats); *H. Dernie & Sons, Ltd., £14,144 (10 
at Manor Park estate, section 5); *W. Redmile & Sons, 
Ltd., £51,283 (36 at Manor Park estate, section 5). 

Staffs.—Erection of police houses, for CC. Eight 
at Reservoir-rd., Burton-on-Trent: *A. Holmes & 
Sons, Ltd., Burton-on-Trent, £12,718. Erection of new 
police stations, for CC: *C. Ball (Heath Hayes), Ltd., 
£7,774 (Cannock); *R. Kershaw & Sons, Ltd., £8,664 
(Tutbury). Alterations and adaptations to children’s 
home at Park Corner, Walsall-st., Wednesbury: *C. E. 
Williams, Smethwick. 

Stoke Newington.—48 flats at Burma-mews/Green- 
lanes site, for BC: *Stewart & Ptnrs., Ltd., 105, 
Baker-st.. W1, £88,463. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—Nine bungalows and_ four 
houses at Newbold-rd. site, Wellesbourne, for RBC: 
*Avon Building Co., Ltd., Stapledene, Wellesbourne, 
Stratford, £14,834. 

Sunderland.—Erection of civil defence training 
centres to serve the Thorney-cl. and Pennywell areas, 
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for TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Gran 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *Direct Labour, 620" 
Walthamstow.—Eight flats and one bungalow 
Chingford-la. west side: *Building Works Man, 
£11,928 (subject to Ministry approval). anager, 


Worksop.—Eight houses at Oldcotes, for 
*Morris Oldfield & Co., Ltd., Oldcotes, £10,727 ~ 


York.—(a) Two blocks of elderly people’s q 
ings, Thorn Nook, Muncaster, and (b) hairdreme 
shop with flat over, Tostig-ave., for TC, § Firth 
(F), City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-st. (a) *W. Key ce 
Ltd., Lawrence-st., York, £13,118; (b): *York Co-op, 
Society, Railway-st., York, £2,737. ’ 


York.—{a) 40 elderly people’s dwellings, Askh 
la.; (b) four houses at Turnmire-rd, for TC, City a 
8, St. Leonard’s-pl. (a): *Wm. Burn & Sons, Spenhal’ 
York, £32,034; (b): *F. Bilton, Ltd., Wincolml.’ 
Hull, £5.403. ™, 

York.—{a) 72 flats, Askham-la. estate; (b) fo 
bungalows and two houses at Danebury Court, for Tc 
City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. (a): *Wm. Birch & 
Sons, Ltd., Spenhall, York, £76,875; (b) *Wm, Birch 
& Sons, Ltd., Spenhall, York, £6,835. 
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